
 
 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING and DEVELOPMENT 
 

 

 

Military Emergency Management Specialist (MEMS) 

The MEMS program, started in 1998 is open to all SGAUS members, in uniform or not, SDF member or not. The 
program fully complies with current US Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Federal Emergency Management 
Administration (FEMA), Incident Command System (ICS), National Incident Management system (NIMS), National 
Response Framework (NRF) and Homeland Security Presidential Directive 5 (HSPD-5) and (PPD-5) requirements for 
emergency management personnel. The goal is to promote and advance the practice of emergency management. 
That goal remains the same for a SDF soldier, a National Guard soldier, a Civil Air Patrol cadet, or a local Volunteer 
Firefighters. 

 

 

Engineer (ISR) 

The National Guard Bureau has established the ISR program to develop a macro model which is annually populated 

with data from the field to establish infrastructure spending priorities. This course will emphasize the importance of 

identifying the root cause of the “Infrastructure Crisis” and of maintaining its viability for a functioning society. It 

will delve into the metrics used in the ISR program to evaluate facilities and well as the building science of what you 

will be expecting. 

 

 

Judge Advocate General (JAG) 

State Guard JAG’s from multiple states, will converge upon the Embassy Suites for a MILOPS lectures and a 

rigorous trial advocacy skills practicum. Highly respected guest lecturers will talk on a variety of legal topics, 

including Cyber-Security and Anti-Terrorism. CLE credit is offered for most courses, but is not guaranteed for all 

attendees.  

 

 

Chaplain 

We will offer a variety of courses that will enhance Chaplain skill, knowledge and ability. A host of outstanding 

professionals from around the country will be teaching the classes which include Moral Injury, Stress management, 

Secondary Trauma, Ministry Skills, Introduction to Chapel, Foundation of Chaplaincy, Ministry of Presence, 

Ministry of Purpose, Servant Leadership, Ethics and War, Privilege Communication, Ethical Boundaries, Military 

Funerals, Defining Chaplaincy, Theological Foundations, and Legal Boundaries. 

 

 

Medical 

The Medical Academy of SGAUS offers training devoted to matters related to health and wellness for soldiers 

serving in State Defense Forces nationwide. Medical personnel will meet to discuss topics which include the 

management of heat exhaustion, other tips when on training exercises, such as common poisonous leaves and toxins, 

other animals encountered in the field (such as identifying poisonous snakes) and common disease affecting older 

guard members such as hypertension, diabetes and obesity.  

 



 

 

National Association for Search And Rescue (NASAR) 

The Introduction to Search and Rescue (ISAR)/SARTECH III course is designed to provide knowledge concerning 

the general responsibilities, skills, abilities, and the equipment needed by persons who would be participating in a 

search or rescue mission. The course is based around rural and wilderness environments but the material is 

recommended as a base of knowledge for all SAR environments.  ISAR/SARTECH III is the first course in a 

stepping stone approach to higher level NASAR courses of training for emergency personnel. It provides a common 

starting point in training for the new person to SAR and in many cases, an excellent refresher course for the more 

experience SAR worker. This common starting point provides continuity during SAR operations and future training 

of all team members. The recommended number of hours for the course is (16) sixteen. ISAR is also designed to 

prepare the student for SARTECH III certification, according to the knowledge objectives defined in the NASAR 

Certification Criteria for SARTECH III. 
 

 

Unit Public Affairs Representative (UPARS) 

Modeled after SGAUS’s Chaplain and Judge Advocate General (JAG) trainings, the SDF UPARs training will train 

unit PAOs to tell the SDF story: the who, what, when where, and why of the SDF mission. The need for PAOs in the 

21st century is increasingly important due to the manner in which news and information is distributed through the 

internet. The agenda for the 8-hour training will include: basic news writing, social media, photography, photo 

captioning, operational security, PIO exercise and presentation, and conclude with an AAR for future trainings. 

 

 

Scuba 

The State Guard Dive Team will be offering a short introductory in water SCUBA experience to State Guard 

members and their spouses.  This program is NOT a SCUBA certification course.  It is designed to provide 

interested guardsmen and spouses with a short class and pool dive the opportunity to see if they would like SCUBA 

diving.   After a short class on SCUBA gear and a safety briefing each SCUBA inexperienced diver will don 

SCUBA gear and will be accompanied by a SCUBA certified dive team member underwater.   

 

 

Self Defense 

The South Carolina State Guard Provost Marshal will offer Self Defense Tactics to SGAUS attendees and family 

members. Due to an increase in crime and in the violent nature of crime in particular, the chances of being 

confronted by a violent offender has increased to an alarming level.  Defensive Tactics are based largely on 

traditional Martial Arts techniques, and are designed to allow a person to avoid or escape a violent encounter.  This 

course is designed and taught by CSM Lawrence Jordan, a 24-year veteran of active duty Special Forces.  His 

extensive Martial Arts experience has also earned him a place in the World Martial Art’s Hall of Fame.   He is the 

author of a best-selling book (The Dirty Dozen, Paladin Press).  

 

 

 

 

 

 


