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Presidents Message 
As I approach the end of my tour as your President, I would like to thank you 
for your membership and service in you State Defense Force.  It is wonderful to 
work with many selfless servants and patriots as we strive to add value to our 
Military Department teams.  I encourage you to continue to enhance your skills 
in disaster mitigation, preparedness and response. 
 

I would also like to thank the many Committee Chairs, Committee members, 
and the Board of Directors for their efforts to improve our organization.  Over 
the last year, our membership has grown 20%.  We instituted a new JAG train-
ing program, and improved our Chaplain, Engineer and MEMS programs.  The 
board just recently approved the PME Academy, and in a couple of months we 
will be offering our members the opportunity to obtain a veteran’s ID  card, 
and purchase all their equipment needs through a partnership we have with 
ROTHCO, a supplier of military tactical outdoor clothing and gear. 
 

We continue our efforts to engage USAA so that our members may one day 
have access to the range of their benefits.  Last year, the Board of Directors, 
approved the migration of the SGAUS website to its current website which is 
more robust and contains more resources for our membership.   
 

As a result of the Strategic Plan survey we sent out two years ago, we now 
have an Education, Engineer, Medical, and JAG Committee.  We are conducting 
nationwide SDF COMEXs, JAG training, and Chaplain training.  Upon implemen-
tion guidance from each SDF CG’s, PME online courses will be available for sol-
diers to continue their professional development. 
 

This year’s Annual Conference will be in Puerto Rico.  Please visit the SGAUS 
website for brochure, conference registration, hotel registration, and event 
information.  If you have never attended a SGAUS Conference, I strongly urge 
you to attend.  You will enjoy it and come away more knowledgeable, re-
freshed, and ready to engage your work with your State Defense Force. 
 

30 May 2016 marks 150 years of honoring Memorial Day.  It is an especially 
ideal time to remember all the Americans who made the ultimate sacrifice 
over the past 241 years.  Pause and remember the men and women who 
served our nation and selflessly surrendered the precious gift of life so that 
others could live free.  We are united in remembrance 
because we know that Freedom is not free.  We owe a 
great debt and repay that debt through our service as 
State Guardsmen serving with honor and dignity to help 
others besides ourselves.   
 
BG(PR) Carlos  M. Martinez 
President 
State Guard Association of the United States 
 

 

Coming Soon! 

2016 

SDF Nationwide Commex 

25 June 

 

SGAUS Annual  

Conference-Puerto Rico 

16-18 September 

 

JAG  Conference  &  

Training- Puerto Rico 

16-17 September 

 

Chaplain Conference  &  

Training- Puerto Rico 

16-17 September 

 

United Resolve II 

5 November 

 
2017 SGAUS Mid-Year 

Meeting Washington, DC 

22April 2017 



AK The exercise included a mock plane crash in 

the North Slope Borough due to a cyber-

attack. Upon request for support from the 

state, 36 Guardsmen from Headquarters and 

Headquarters Company; B Company, 1st 

Battalion, 143rd Infantry Regiment; and A 

Troop, all with the 297th BFSB, responded by 

providing transportation, security, shelter and 

medical support to the simulated plane crash carrying 61 passengers in the vicin-

ity of Barrow.  

Simultaneously, the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Manage-

ment's State Emergency Operation Center was stood up, housing personnel from 

numerous agencies in a central location to consolidate and streamline interagen-

cy coordination for the response. The National Guard also stood up a Joint Oper-

ations Center to respond to requests for and coordination of Air and Army 

Guard. Reports later began filtering to participating organizations about an active 

shooter at a high school in Cordova. Guardsmen with Headquarters and Head-

quarters Co., and 1-297th Reconnaissance and Surveillance Squadron's Head 

Quarters and Head Quarters Troop and C Company, all with the 297th BFSB, pro-

vided communications and assisted with post shooting mortuary affairs.  

The city of Palmer was notionally evacuated in response to a simulated hazmat 

incident of a bus carrying 13,000 gallons of fuming liquid sulfuric acid at the 

Palmer fairgrounds. Alaska Guardsmen with the 38th Troop Command launched 

into action. The 103rd Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil Support Team provid-

ed HAZMAT response to include survey, decontamination and communications. 

The 297th Military Police Company assisted local law enforcement by providing 

security at the point of distribution, the local hospital and a temporary shelter. 

UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters from 1st Battalion, 207th Aviation, were used to 

provide notional casualty evacuation support. Medical personnel from civilian 

and government agencies worked to help sustain simulated casualties. Approxi-

mately 20 members of the Alaska State Defense Force provided assistance with 

casualty evacuation and medical support.  

During the exercise, members of the Mongolian Ministry of Defense and Mongo-

lian National Emergency Management Agency observed the DMVA's participa-

tion with visits to Anchorage and the Matanuska Susitna Valley.  Several other 

communities throughout the state practiced a variety of emergency scenarios 

including Craig, Fairbanks, Kenai Peninsula Borough, Ketchikan, Kodiak, North 

Pole, Sitka and Valdez.  

National Guard and State Defense Force Participate in Alaska 

Shield 2016 



Leadership and the Janitor                                                                 
by James Moschgat, USAF (Ret.) 

William “Bill” Crawford was an unimpres-

sive figure, one you could easily overlook 

during a hectic day at the U.S. Air Force 

Academy. Mr. Crawford, as most of us re-

ferred to him back in the late 1970s, was 

our squadron janitor.Army Master Sergeant 

William J. Crawford (Ret.), poses for a photo 

for a Denver Post photographer shortly be-

fore a Fourth of July parade in Denver, Colo-

rado. Photo courtesy of Beverly Crawford-

Kite. 

While we cadets busied ourselves preparing 

for academic exams, athletic events, Satur-

day morning parades, and room inspections 

-- or never -- ending leadership classes—Bill 

quietly moved about the squadron mopping 

and buffing floors, emptying trash cans, 

cleaning toilets, or just tidying up the mess 

100 college-age kids can leave in a dormitory. 

Sadly, and for many years, few of us gave him much notice, rendering little more 

than a passing nod or throwing a curt, “G’morning!” in his direction as we hur-

ried off to our daily duties. Why? Perhaps it was because of the way he did his 

job -- he always kept the squadron area spotlessly clean, even the toilets and 

showers gleamed. Frankly, he did his job so well, none of us had to notice or get 

involved. After all, cleaning toilets was his job, not ours. 

Maybe it was his physical appearance that made him disappear into the back-

ground. Bill didn’t move very quickly, and in fact, you could say he even shuffled 

a bit, as if he suffered from some sort of injury. His gray hair and wrinkled face 

made him appear ancient to a group of young cadets. And his crooked smile, 

well, it looked a little funny. Face it, Bill was an old man working in a young per-

son’s world. What did he have to offer us on a personal level? 

Maybe it was Mr. Crawford’s personality that rendered him almost invisible to 

the young people around him. Bill was shy, almost painfully so. He seldom spoke 

to a cadet unless they addressed him first, and that didn’t happen very often.  

Army Master Sergeant William J. Crawford 
(Ret.), poses for a photo for a Denver Post 
photographer shortly before a Fourth of July 
parade in Denver, Colorado.  



Our janitor always buried himself in his work, moving about with stooped shoul-

ders, a quiet gait, and an averted gaze. If he noticed the hustle and bustle of cadet 

life around him, it was hard to tell. For whatever reason, Bill blended into the 

woodwork and became just another fixture around the squadron. The Academy, 

one of our nation’s premier leadership laboratories, kept us busy from dawn till 

dusk. And Mr. Crawford... well, he was just a janitor. 

That changed one fall Saturday afternoon in 1976. I was reading a book about 

World War II and the tough Allied ground campaign in Italy, when I stumbled 

across an incredible story. 

On September 13, 1943, a Private William Crawford from Colorado, assigned to 

the 36th Infantry Division, had been involved in some bloody fighting on Hill 424 

near Altavilla, Italy. 

The words on the page leapt out at me, “in the face of intense and overwhelming 

hostile fire... with no regard for 

personal safety... on his own 

initiative, Private Crawford sin-

gle-handedly attacked fortified 

enemy positions.” It continued, 

“for conspicuous gallantry and 

intrepidity at risk of life above 

and beyond the call of duty, 

the President of the United 

States...” 

“Holy cow,” I said to my room-

mate, “you’re not going to be-

lieve this, but I think our janitor 

is a Medal of Honor recipient.” 

We all knew Mr. Crawford was 

a World War II Army vet, but 

that didn’t keep my friend from 

looking at me as if I was some 

sort of alien being. Nonethe-

less, we couldn’t wait to ask Bill 

about the story. 

William Crawford's Medal of Honor Citation. 

Leadership and the Janitor    Cont.                                                            
by James Moschgat, USAF (Ret.) 



We met Mr. Crawford bright and early Monday and showed him the page in question 
from the book, anticipation and doubt on our faces. He stared at it for a few silent 
moments and then quietly uttered something like, “Yep, that’s me.” Mouths agape, 
my roommate and I looked at one another, then at the book, and quickly back at our 
janitor. Almost at once, we both stuttered, “Why didn’t you ever tell us about it?” He 
slowly replied after some thought, “That was one day in my life and it happened a 
long time ago.” I guess we were all at a loss for words after that. We had to hurry off 
to class and Bill, well, he had chores to attend to. 
After that brief exchange, things were never again the same around our squadron. 
Word spread like wildfire among the cadets that we had a hero in our midst -- Mr. 
Crawford, our janitor, had been bestowed The Medal! Cadets who had once passed 
by Bill with hardly a glance, now greeted him with a smile and a respectful, “Good 
morning, Mr. Crawford.” 
Those who had before left a mess for the “janitor” to clean up, started taking it upon 
themselves to put things in order. Cadets routinely stopped to talk to Bill throughout 
the day and we even began inviting him to our formal squadron functions. He’d show 
up dressed in a conservative dark suit and quietly talk to those who approached him, 
the only sign of his heroics being a simple blue, star-spangled lapel pin. Almost over-
night, Bill went from being a simple fixture in our squadron to one of our teammates. 
Mr. Crawford changed too, but you had to look closely to notice the difference. After 
that fall day in 1976, he seemed to move with more purpose, his shoulders didn’t 
seem to be as stooped, he met our greetings with a direct gaze and a stronger “good 
morning” in return, and he flashed his crooked smile more often. The squadron 
gleamed as always, but everyone now seemed to notice it more. Bill even got to 
know most of us by our first names, something that didn’t happen often at the Acad-
emy. While no one ever formally acknowledged the change, I think we became Bill’s 
cadets and his squadron. 
As often happens in life, events sweep us away from those in our past. The last time I 
saw Bill was on graduation day in June 1977. As I walked out of the squadron for the 
last time, he shook my hand and simply said, “Good luck, young man.” With that, I 
embarked on a career that has been truly lucky and blessed. 
Mr. Crawford continued to work at the Academy and eventually retired in his native 
Colorado, one of four Medal of Honor recipients who lived in the small town of Pueb-
lo. 
 
A wise person once said, “It’s not life that’s important, but those you meet along the way that make the 
difference.” Bill was one who made a difference for me. Bill Crawford, our janitor, taught me many valu-
able, unforgettable leadership lessons, and I think of him often. 

Leadership and the Janitor    Cont. 

by James Moschgat, USAF (Ret.) 



Leadership and the Janitor   Cont.                                                              
by James Moschgat, USAF (Ret.) 

Here are ten I’d like to share: 
 
1.) Be Cautious of Labels. Labels you place on people may define your relationship 
to them and bind their potential. Sadly, and for a long time, we labeled Bill as just a 
janitor, but he was so much more. Therefore, be cautious of a leader who callously 
says, “Hey, he’s just an Airman.” Likewise, don’t tolerate the O-1, who says, “I can’t 
do that, I’m just a lieutenant.” 
 
2.) Everyone Deserves Respect. Because we hung the “janitor” label on Mr. Craw-
ford, we often wrongly treated him with less respect than others. He deserved much 
more, and not just because he was received the Medal of Honor. Bill deserved re-
spect because he was a janitor, walked among us, and was a part of our team. 
 
3.) Courtesy Makes a Difference. Be courteous to all around you, regardless of rank 
or position. Military customs, as well as common courtesies, help bond a team. 
When our daily words to Mr. Crawford turned from perfunctory “hellos” to heartfelt 
greetings, his demeanor and personality outwardly changed. It made a difference for 
all of us. 
 
4.) Take Time to Know Your People. Life in the military is hectic, but that’s no ex-
cuse for not knowing the people you work for and with. For years a hero walked 
among us at the Academy and we never knew it. Who are the heroes that walk in 
your midst? 
 
5.) Anyone Can Be a Hero. Mr. Crawford certainly didn’t fit anyone’s standard defi-
nition of a hero. Moreover, he was just a private on the day he earned his Medal. 
Don’t sell your people short, for any one of them may be the hero who rises to the 
occasion when duty calls. On the other hand, it’s easy to turn to your proven per-
formers when the chips are down, but don’t ignore the rest of the team. Today’s 
rookie could and should be tomorrow’s superstar. 
 
6.) Leaders Should Be Humble. Most modern day heroes, and some leaders, are 
anything but humble, especially if you calibrate your “hero meter” on today’s ath-
letic fields. End zone celebrations and self-aggrandizement are what we’ve come to 
expect from sports greats. Not Mr. Crawford—he was too busy working to celebrate 
his past heroics. Leaders would be well served to do the same. 
 
7.) Life Won’t Always Hand You What You Think You Deserve. We in the military 
work hard and, dang it, we deserve recognition, right? However, sometimes you just 
have to persevere, even when accolades don’t come your way. Perhaps you weren’t 
nominated for junior officer or airman of the quarter as you thought you should -- 
don’t let that stop you. Don’t pursue glory; pursue excellence. Private Bill Crawford 
didn’t pursue glory -- he did his duty and then swept floors for a living. 
 



 
8.)  No Job is Beneath a Leader. If Bill Crawford, a Medal of Honor recipient, could 
clean latrines and smile, is there a job beneath your dignity? Think about it. 
 
9.) Pursue Excellence. No matter what task life hands you, do it well. Dr. Martin 
Luther King said, “If life makes you a street sweeper, be the best street sweeper you 
can be.” Mr. Crawford modeled that philosophy and helped make our dormitory ar-
ea a home. 
 
10.) Life is a Leadership Laboratory. All too often we look to some school or class to 
teach us about leadership when, in fact, life is a leadership laboratory. Those you 
meet everyday will teach you enduring lessons if you just take time to stop, look, and 
listen. I spent four years at the Air Force Academy, took dozens of classes, read hun-
dreds of books, and met thousands of great people. I gleaned leadership skills from 
all of them, but one of the people I remember most is Mr. Bill Crawford and the les-
sons he unknowingly taught. Don’t miss your opportunity to learn. 
 
Bill Crawford was a janitor. However, he was also a teacher, friend, role model, and 
one great American hero. 
Thanks, Mr. Crawford, for some valuable leadership lessons. 
 
 
Private William John Crawford was a 
scout for 3rd Platoon, Company I, 142nd 
Regiment, 36th Infantry Division, fighting 
in Italy during World War II on September 
13, 1943 -- just four days after the inva-
sion of Salerno. 
Crawford was a hero, lauded by peers for 
his actions in combat but was missing in 
action and presumed dead. Army Major 
General Terry Allen presented Crawford's 
Medal of Honor posthumously to his fa-
ther, George, on May 11, 1944, at Camp 
(now Fort) Carson, near Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. 
It was later learned that Crawford was 
alive and in a POW camp. He returned to 
the United States after 18 months in cap-
tivity. 
Crawford retired from the Army after 23 
years and went to work as a janitor at the 
U.S. Air Force Academy so that he could 
remain close to the military. Master Ser-
geant William J. Crawford passed away in 
2000. He is buried on the grounds of the 
U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado 

Springs, Colorado.  

Leadership and the Janitor    Cont.                                                             
by James Moschgat, USAF (Ret.) 



Objectives: 
Updated Student Manual 
Social Media update 
Responses via email 
Waivers 
Budget 

 
Updated Student Manual 
The MEMS Academy Student Manual for 2016 is published.  There were no 

Curriculum changes on administrative changes.  
   

Social Media. 
Facebook:  520 members up 60 members since this time last year 
MEMS Website:  673 members up 100 members since this time last year. 

 
Responses via Email. 
I received 5 emails forwarded from BG Takasaki reference changing State Di-

rectors or adding a Deputy State Director to the State. These individu-
als were contacted and instructed on what to do. 

 
I received a request from the South Carolina Volunteers Aviation Group to re-

quest a MEMS representative. They were told that they had to become 
a SGAUS Chapter before that could happen.  They stated that they 
were in the process of that.  

 
I received 10 emails regarding admin issues in the Student Manual. SGM Tredy 

and I are working to resolve those issues.  Most of the issues were left 
in the manual to correct previous decisions that were in place at one 
time during the existence of the MEMS Academy. 

 
We are still getting email regarding membership issues, we have been asking those 
inquiries to ask the Q and A through info@sgaus.org.  Since the website has been 
upgraged. 

 
I received 7 emails from Texas and Colorado 1st Responders to get involved in 

the MEMS program those individuals were forwarded to Chris Earp for 
response and I believe they are all currently enrolled in the program. 

 
Waivers: 
I received an email from SGM Tredy and another SGUAS member if I would 

have a Senior MEMS practicum waiver for those members who are 1st 
responders.  I have tabled that until annual conference to maul over it 
a bit and figure out the logistics of it. 

 
Budget:    Invoices are with the foundation at this time. Total 600.00 

State Guard Association Military Emergency Management  
Specialist Academy Mid Year Report   
CSM (IN) Tim White, MEMS Commandant 

mailto:info@sgaus.org


2016 Annual Conference 

Puerto Rico 

 

 

 

 

 

September 16-18 
Mark your calendars, this promises to be one of the best 

conferences yet! The business agenda will make it a very 

rewarding experience for our members and leaders. Then 

there is the venue… well… what can I say, Puerto Ri-

co and its warm sandy beaches. Our President, BG 

Martinez, is promising us an event we won’t forget!  

See you all there! 



2016 SGAUS is exploring ways to increase membership ben-
efits through short, med, and long term strategic objectives 
and is based on efforts during the past eighteen months 
that started with a membership survey. The 2016 Mid-Year 
Meeting of the Executive Council centered on updates of 
the five approved short term objectives and approval of the 
med and long term objectives for execution from 2017-
2020. The planning process will be continuous and updates 
will be reviewed every six months. 

2. The five short term objectives concerning training courses, schools, and pro-
grams; the On-Line Story, innovative solutions based on membership input; SGAUS 
ID cards; and SGAUS affiliation with national companies to provide membership 
benefits were briefed by the five chairpersons. The Professional Military Education 
(PME) objective presented the process that SGAUS will utilize to provide on-line 
courses, training programs, and regional schools. Different options for enhancing 
the On-Line Story were discussed with approval to continue exploration of several 
national companies that would offer members purchasing privileges through the 
improved SGAUS website with emphasis on insurance programs. Several national 
companies have been contacted and require followup for execution on the web-
site in the near future. Input from members to review innovative ideas for the fu-
ture were discussed to ensure a process was readily available for members to be 
involved to streamline both the receipt of input in a timely manner and the evalu-
ation for execution. Different types of ID cards for retired members were ap-
proved to include options for active SDF members. Updates on these areas will be 
presented at the 2016 Annual Conference in September in Puerto Rico. 

The initial eight med and long term strategic objectives were presented to the Ex-
ecutive Council for review and approval for further planning. The discussion from 
the chairpersons centered on new and improved training options for Professional 
Military Education; regional exercises such as nationwide communications; mem-
bership retention beyond the first year; awards and dues; input to SGAUS from 
States through SDF Commanding Generals; and enhanced communications by ex-
panding the SGAUS website. All eight objectives were approved with the followup 
requirement of updates at the 2016 Annual Conference in September. Both short 
term and med/long term objectives will be executed from 2017-2020. In addition; 
two new objectives were approved to explore how to increase relationships be-
tween State National Guard leaders and State SDF’s and to identify how State SDF’s can 
provide team augmentation to State National Guards for disaster response. These two 
areas will be worked with State SDF Commanding Generals in the near future and will be 
discussed at the 2016 Annual Conference in September. 

Each SGAUS members will benefit from this strategic planning effort and will greatly im-
prove the individual benefits for the membership that is available from SGAUS. Each mem-
ber may become involved in this national effort by submitting innovative ideas for review, 
approval, and execution form 2017-2020. SGAUS will continue to offer membership bene-
fits to every member by exploring new ways to provide what individuals desire as a SGAUS 
member. Your participation is welcomed and is critical for the future success of the SGAUS 
organization and State Chapters.  

16 SGAUS Mid-Year Moves to the FUTURE!!!!!!!! 
By MG (VA-R) John D. Taylor SGAUS Strategic Planner 



Soldier of the Year:   

Puerto Rico  

NCO of the Year:   

Puerto Rico 

MAJ Hector Vazquez 
Rivera  

SrA Felix Cruzado TSgt Hector Reyes Cruz 

Officer of the Year:   

Puerto Rico  

Award Recipients: 

Stipend Recipients: 

 

       California                                                           Georgia 

Tennessee                          South Carolina                    South Carolina 

1LT Miguel Arciniega                                                 1SG Hoyt Ford  

1LT Anthony Crawford      MAJ Marlene Van Beuren  COL Peter Kennedy  



Scholarship Recipients: 

     California                 Texas 

Elena Arciniega          Christopher Johnson 

Michigan      Texas 

Tennessee                                 Tennessee                              Tennessee 

Connor Gatewood                      Shane Lawson                    Jessica Roberts 

Marissa Townsend     Nathan Virnoche  



Multi-Agency Search and Rescue Exercise 
By Pvt Beverly Shepard, GSDF,  beverly.shepard@gasdf.us 

GA LAKE LANIER, Buford, Georgia, March 19, 2016 – After more than a year of plan-

ning, the Georgia State Defense Force (GSDF) recently launched the Lake Lanier 

Search and Rescue Exercise (SAREX)—a first-of-its-kind Multi-Agency Mission in-

volving the GSDF, the Civil Air Patrol (CAP), and the United States Coast Guard Aux-

iliary (USCGAUX). 

The GSDF ---conducted the Mission, the 

simulation of a downed six-person air-

plane and the Search and Rescue opera-

tions this type of emergency would entail. 

More than a year of detailed logistical and 

operational planning culminated in March 

at Lake Lanier. 

“This is our first joint exercise,” said Col. 
W. Brad Bryant, 1st Brigade Commander, 
GSDF. “It allowed us to develop relation-
ships and hone processes that prepare 
our agencies to work together efficiently 
and effectively in an actual emergency 
situation.” 
Lake Lanier is a reservoir encompassing 
approximately 38,000 acres, including 59 
square miles of water. The United States 
Army Corps of Engineers, which has 
oversight over the lake, provided access 
to its use for the exercise. Lake Lanier 
was an ideal spot for the mock scenar-
io—one that allowed GSDF Soldiers to 
demonstrate reconnaissance expertise, 
medical preparedness, interaction with Media, and other skills required during an 
emergency. 

LAKE LANIER, Buford, Ga. March 19, 2016 – 

Sgt. 1st Class Tavares and Sgt. 1st Class 

Weeks of the Georgia State Defense Force 

(GSDF) verifying the reconnaissance data as 

they prepare to send out teams during the 

Lake Lanier Search and Rescue Exercise 

(SAREX), involving a mock airplane crash 

scenario. The GSDF, Civil Air Patrol, and 

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary partici-

pated in this Multi-Agency Search and Res-

cue Mission.  

LAKE LANIER, Buford, Ga. March 19, 

2016 – Georgia State Defense Force 

(GSDF) Soldiers carry a victim-role-

player of a mock airplane crash to the 

triage staging area during the Lake 

Lanier Search and Rescue Exercise 

(SAREX). The GSDF, Civil Air Patrol, 

and United States Coast Guard Auxil-

iary participated in the Multi-Agency 

Search and Rescue Mission.  



Multi-Agency Search and Rescue Exercise 
By Pvt Beverly Shepard, GSDF,  beverly.shepard@gasdf.us 

GA Showing strong, more than 100 GSDF Soldiers participated in Lake Lanier SAREX. 
GSDF Soldiers included those from 1st Brigade, 76th Support Brigade, the Chaplain 
Corps, and the Public Affairs Office. 
So as to more realistically portray an actual emergency, SAREX planners kept de-
tailed tactical information close to the vest until just hours before the Mission be-
gan. As planned, they issued an emergency alert that prompted GSDF and CAP 
teams to spring into action. Teams boarded a boat en-route to the simulated crash 
scene. Landing lakeside, they quickly debarked, rallying for operations that in-
volved victim role-players in 
need of medical attention. 
In addition to boots on the 
ground, the CAP took to the 
sky, taking aerial surveil-
lance photographs of the 
site. 
The CAP, a United States Air 
Force Auxiliary, provides 
various emergency relief 
efforts, including Search and 
Rescue. Involvement from 
the GSDF, the CAP, and the 
USCGAUX constituted a  
multi-agency force of more 
than 125 ground and aerial 
participants for the Search 
and Rescue operation. 
“Lake Lanier SAREX was 

extremely beneficial for the 

participating organizations,” Col. Bryant said. “Through this exercise, we shared 

our strengths and maximized our collective capabilities as part of our commitment 

and our readiness to serve.” 

LAKE LANIER, Buford, Ga. March 19, 2016 – Search team 

makes preliminary condition assessment of a casualty vic-

tim from the mock plane crash. The Georgia State Defense 

Force, Civil Air Patrol and United States Coast Guard Auxil-

iary joined the Multi-Agency Search and Rescue Mission. 

LAKE LANIER, Buford, Ga. 

March 19, 2016 – Georgia 

State Defense Force (GSDF) 

Soldiers debarking a boat at 

the scene of a mock airplane 

crash area during the Lake 

Lanier Search and Rescue Exer-

cise (SAREX). The GSDF, Civil 

Air Patrol, and United States 

Coast Guard Auxiliary partici-

pated in this Multi-Agency 

Search and Rescue Mission.  



GSDF Soldiers Recognized for Life-Saving Action 
By 2nd LT Allan Hayes, GSDF,  allan.hayes@gasdf.us 

GA CLAY NATIONAL GUARD CENTER, Marietta, February 7, 2016 – Georgia 

State Defense Force Commander Brig. Gen. Tom Danielson presented Capt. 

Mac McElroy and Staff Sgt. Richard Legrand, both of HHC, with the Merito-

rious Service Medal during the February Chief of Staff meeting. 

They were awarded the medal for sustained performance of outstanding 

service. On September 13, 2015, while overseeing Duty Level Training, Staff 

Sgt. Legrand came to the aid of a fellow GSDF soldier who collapsed on the 

field. Detecting no heartbeat, he and Capt. McElroy immediately started to 

perform CPR while Pfc. Ka-

ren Benson, the EMR for 

training that day, called for 

emergency assistance. The 

two continued CPR until 

Dobbins Fire Rescue per-

sonnel arrived on the scene 

and were able to stabilize 

their comrade for 

transport to the hospital. 

Capt. McElroy said, 
“GSDF personnel are pro-
vided with excellent 
training.  Thankfully, for 
everyone involved, this training and good instincts kicked in without hesita-
tion. A man’s life, a soldier’s life, a friend’s life was in the balance. Staff Sgt. 
Legrand, Pfc. Benson and I are proud to have been in the right place at the 
right time and able to assist.” Their selfless act and ability to remain calm 
and professional throughout the ordeal exemplifies the best in GSDF sol-
diers. The grateful soldier that collapsed on the field that day has made a 
full recovery.  

 

GSDF Chief of Staff Col. Rusty Hightower reads the order as 

Gen. Danielson prepares to decorate Capt. McElroy and 

Staff Sgt. Legrand. 

GSDF Commander Brig. Gen. 

Tom Danielson presents the 

Georgia State Defense Force 

Meritorious Service Medal to 

Staff Sgt. Richard Legrand. 



GSDF Command and Staff Course Graduates Complete Training 
By Pvt Beverly Shepard, GSDF,  beverly.shepard@gasdf.us 

GA CLAY NATIONAL GUARD CENTER, Marietta, Georgia, February 21, 2016 – The 

Georgia State Defense Force (GSDF) recently held a ceremony for graduates of 

the GSDF Command and Staff Course. The ceremony honored graduates who 

completed a 10-month course that marked the capstone of the Professional Mili-

tary Education (PME) series for field grade officers. 

Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) conducts the course which provides 

intermediate level education for officers to support the missions and goals of the 

GSDF. The curriculum includes instruction on leadership philosophy, planning, 

and military decision-making processes. The course is a combination of residency 

and virtual training. 

“They represent the best the GSDF has to offer,” Lt. Col. Allen Vance, Deputy 

Commander, TRADOC, said during the graduation ceremony. “I couldn’t be more 

proud or more pleased to work with them.” 

 

 
CLAY NATIONAL GUARD CENTER, Marietta, Georgia, Febru-

ary 21, 2016 - GSDF cadre and graduates of the Command 

and Staff Course during the ceremony. 



IN 
Philip N. Eskew Jr., an Indiana University trustee and alumna, will now serve the 
state of Indiana in a new role, as a brigadier general in the Indiana Guard Re-
serve, Indiana’s state defense force. 

Dr. Eskew has been a member of the Indiana Guard Reserve, or IGR, since 2001.  
Eskew was the first physician in the IGR and developed a medical unit capable of 
assisting the Indiana National Guard and the citizens of Indiana in the event of 
natural or manmade disaster.   

“I hope to have the opportunity to actively implement and evaluate this process 
and develop it even further,” Eskew said. “The bottom line is that I volunteer and 
give back because I have been given so much.  This is one way of doing that.” 

Eskew has already given a lot to Hoosiers, as a doctor and teacher, Rotary Club 
organizer and Carmel school board member. He received a Sagamore of the Wa-
bash in 1996 and the St. Vincent Hospital “Distinguished Physician Award” in 
2000 

“I enjoy teaching and mentoring others as well as helping others achieve their 
goals,” Eskew said. 

IGR Brig. Gen. Hal Grigdesby says Eskew has already contributed so much to the 
state of Indiana. This new position will only strengthen his legacy.   

“From organizing the move of St. Vincent hospital to its current location to men-
toring dozens of residents and medical students, Phil has proven he can accom-
plish big things,” Grigdesby said. “Now, we’re sure he’ll help the IGR be ready for 
whatever Hoosiers may face in the future.” 

The Indiana Guard Reserve is a community-based military organization that sup-
plements the Indiana Army National Guard within the State of Indiana.  For more 
information about the IGR, visit in.gov/igr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BG Philip N. Eskew Jr. was promoted during the Indiana Guard Reserve’s Dining Out on 
April 9, 2016.  Photo by MAJ Terry Heifetz 

IU trustee to play larger role in Indiana’s health and 
safety 

By MAJ Terry Heifetz, IGR Public Affairs  

http://www.in.gov/igr


JAG Conference & Training 

September 16-17 

 

 

 

This event will be concurrent with the SGAUS Annual 

Conference event.   

To find out more click here 

 

 

Chaplain Conference & Training 

September 16-17 

 

 

 

 

 

This event will be concurrent with the SGAUS Annual 

Conference event.   

To find out more click here 

https://sgaus.org/event/jag-conference-and-training/2016-09-16/
https://sgaus.org/event/chaplain-conference-and-training/2016-09-16/


MDDF Spearheads Large University Based Disaster Drill 

By COL (MDDF) H. Wayne Nelson, LTC (MDDF) Elizabeth Austin, and Jordyn R. Koveleski MD Towson University, Towson Maryland --For the seventh time since 2008, elements 
of the Maryland Defense Force (MDDF) received widespread praise for planning, 
leading, and supporting Towson University’s (TU) large scale, multi-agency disaster 
exercise Operation STAT (Save That Tiger at Towson).  Based on the whole commu-
nity approach to boosting public crisis resilience, Operation STAT (OP STAT) in-
volved 528 registered participants including area fire companies, emergency medi-
cal service providers, middle-school students from the Friends School of Baltimore, 
Maryland School for the Deaf students and teachers, (injecting pediatric and uni-
versal care elements), two area hospitals, local mortician teams, and hundreds of 
TU students and faculty from across disciplines. Thirty-six MDDF officers and enlist-
ed soldiers played especially vital leadership roles. Of the several hundred scripted 
and moulaged victims of a staged concert-arena explosion, 211 "survivors" were 
treated or stabilized for transport, while the mortuary teams worked to identify 
and care for the dead. 

If dynamic public disaster resilience depends on 
the synergy of community partnerships, then this 
symbiosis is reflected in the dual roles played by 
key OP STAT personnel who have lead this event 
for years as both TU faculty and administrators, 
EMS providers and others, but who are also vol-
unteer MDDF Soldiers. Consider how the OP STAT 
planning committee has been chaired for five 

years by Dr. (LTC, MDDF) Nikki Austin, an Associate 
Professor of Nursing who is also Commander of the 
10th Medical Regiment (10MEDRGT), and also 
served as OP STAT Exercise Director; Professor 
(COL, MDDF) Wayne Nelson, Ph.D., Chair of the 

Department of Interprofessional Health Studies,  served his 7h stint as Public Infor-
mation Office since he had first conceptualized OP STAT back in 2008; CPT (MDDF) 
Scott Goldstein, 10MEDRGT Training Officer and local Captain of the Pikesville Vol-
unteer Fire Company (PVFC) served as the OP STAT Incident Commander; and 1LT 
(MDDF) Matthew Whitehead, EMT,  is the 10 MEDRGT’s S6 and served on the plan-
ning committee and performed as a first responder with the PVFC during the 
event.   

         Thirty-six MDDF officers and en-
listed Soldiers served essential roles in 
most sections of the exercise. Many 
MDDF elements were in play, from 
Finance through most staff Direc-
torates and field Detachments, but 
the majority, 18 participants, were 
from the 10MEDRGT. The latter represented a broad range of medical, nursing, 
medical service corps (MSC) and other AMEDD crew in all critical incident com-
mand, IC staff and service and support branch sections.   

MAJ (MDDF) Karl We-
ber providing psychological 
first aid to a middle school 
smart victim 



MDDF Spearheads Large University Based Disaster Drill 

By COL (MDDF) H. Wayne Nelson, LTC (MDDF) Elizabeth Austin, and Jordyn R. Koveleski MD OP STAT allows MDDF personnel to test 
and hone their command and control, 
clinical and other specialty skills and to 
sharpen their ability to work inter-
professionally with civilian first respond-
ers and other partners to triage, treat, 
or transport victims to participating hos-
pitals. “Like all the organizations here, 
said Austin, “we want to sharpen our 
ability to apply ICS principles, build inter
-team collaborative capabilities, and 
boost community readiness.” “But also,” 
she added, “this operation’s key educa-

tional mission is to expose all TU students to ICS team principles and to introduce 
our nursing and physician assistant students to emergency triage, and to such field 
expedient clinical skills as direct pressure wrapping and tourniquet application so 
that they can better grapple with trauma in a real public crisis.”  WBAL – TV aired 
Nelson further explaining how “even fraternity and sorority students get some-
thing of individual preparedness: the importance of having basic plans and a to go 
bag . . .” (WBAL_TV, 11 News at 5, April 15).    

 “I’m always thrilled with the breadth of players who come together for OP 
STAT,” said Dr. Marcie Weinstein, Associate Dean for the College of Health Profes-
sions. ”And I’m especially grateful to the Defense Force which has played such a 
critical role year after year in so many ways. Their professional involvement mirrors 
TU’s ranking as being a very military friendly school. I was especially impressed this 
year with the MDDF mental health team leader, MAJ (MDDF) Karl Weber, was 
simply superb in debriefing some students from the Maryland School for the Deaf 
who felt some discomfort about the (sign) language barriers in urgent situations.”  

As in past years, quantitative evaluations indicate that MDDF Soldiers had 
a positive evaluation of OP STAT.  In scores ranging from low (1)  to high (6), MDDF 
Soldiers reported that they were comfortable working with other staff (5.77), knew 
the IC command chain in their area (5.22), worked well with other team members 
(5.63), viewed OP STAT was a positive learning experience (5.62), and would not 
only participate in another OP STAT (5.86), but, would share their learned experi-
ence with their professional colleagues (5.68).  Data informed planners that role 
clarification (4.68) could be greatly enhanced with the use of a guidebook that in-
cluded position descriptions as some Soldiers were in positions other than their 
MOS roles. 

 “I’m very proud of the MDDF leaders and volunteers who make this event 
so meaningful to students and response partners,” said MDDF 10MEDRGT com-
mander Austin.  “Not only does it help boost disaster resilience in the Baltimore 
Metropolitan area”  but these field exercises advance the MDDF’s ability to provide 
support to National Guard during a real crisis, and point the way to how we can do 
things even better to serve the citizens of Maryland.  Job well done, MDDF, I am 
glad that you work hard to be ready when called (Officio Vocante Parati).  

Nursing team with MAJ (MDDF) Rosemary 
Critzer. 



Pre-Passover Service 

By Rabbi Chesky Tenenbaum  Chaplain (MAJ) 
 MD 

The Pre-Passover service and education event at the historic 5th Regiment 
Armory in Baltimore took place last week, led by Chaplain (Maj.) (MDDF) Chesky 
Tenenbaum. The 
Rabbi explained 
the significance of 
the eight-day fes-
tival of Passover 
and how it’s cele-
brated in early 
spring. He dis-
cussed how it 
commemorates 
the emancipation 
of the Israelites 
from slavery in 
ancient Egypt. 
The Hebrews had 
to take a yearling 
(male lamb) as a sacrifice, placing the blood of the lamb over the top and sides of 
their door post, so that death would "Passover" them. If they did not do this com-
mand the first-born male would die when the Angel of death passed over. By fol-
lowing the rituals of Passover, the Jewish community has the ability to relive and 
experience the feeling of freedom that their ancestors gained. Also explained was 
the significance of the round Shmurah Matzah, Shmurah in hebrew means 
watched, as the entire Matzah baking process is watched to ensure that it does not 
become chametz (unleaven).  

 

 



MS 

The Combat Lifesaver Course is recognized by the Army Institute for Professional 

Development. The Combat Lifesaver is a bridge between the self-aid/buddy-aid 

(first aid) training given to all Soldiers during basic training and the medical train-

ing given to the combat medic. The Combat Lifesaver is a nonmedical Soldier 

who provides lifesaving measures as a secondary mission as his/her primary 

(combat) mission allows. The Combat Lifesaver may also assist the combat medic 

in providing care and preparing casualties for evacuation when the Combat Life-

saver has no other combat duties to perform. The course consists of 40 hours of 

both didactic and practical training. The Soldiers will be expected to pass both a 

40 question written test, as well as a practical evaluation. After successful com-

pletion of the course, the Soldier will receive a certificate of completion, which is 

good for one (1) year. 

Mississippi State Guard compete in Combat Lifesaver Littler 

Obstacle Course 



NY 
New York Guard Engineers help  with  Army National Guard Road 
Clearing Operation 
 Story and Photos by 2LT John Schmidt- New York Guard 65th ERR 

On 13 March 2016, soldiers from the 65th Emergency Response Regiment (ERR), 
New York Guard in conjunction with elements of the New York Army National 
Guard 152nd ESC (Engineer Support Company) conducted another round of Joint 
road clearing operations at Youngstown Local Training Area (YLTA) in Ransomville, 
NY.   

The 65th ERR provided three chainsaw teams, 
who assisted in the clearing of downed trees that 
were blocking the roads at the Youngstown train-
ing area. The trees and debris were then removed 
by elements of the NYARNG 152nd ESC.    

The joint training and cleaning exercise gave both 
old and new soldiers of the 65th ERR a chance to 
get more practice and experience to work with 
their chainsaws and the opportunity to work side 
by side with their New York Army National Guard 
Engineer counterparts. The training and exercise 
was a valuable experience to the soldiers of the 
New York Guard, as it helped them to keep their 
skills fresh in debris removal, and gave them the 

opportunity to train with their National Guard counterparts in the 152nd ESC 
NYARNG.  

 

 

Soldiers of the NYG 65th ERR 
working on cutting and clear-
ing trees from the roadway at 
the Youngstown Local Training 
Area (YLTA) in Ransomville, NY.  



NY 
New York Guard Engineers help  with  Army National Guard Road 
Clearing Operation 
 Story and Photos by 2LT John Schmidt- New York Guard 65th ERR 

The Military Emergency Radio Network, also known as MERN, has become a main-
stay mission at the forefront of Emergency Communications (ECOM) for the New 
York Guard.  High Frequency 3-30 MHz long haul emergency communication be-
comes paramount in the event of an isolated or statewide disaster in which local 
infrastructure fails for extended periods of time. 

     The MERN consists of both fixed and mobile high frequency radio systems 
throughout New York State. Unlike fixed MERN stations, mobile MERN stations 
can be deployed and redeployed to various areas of operation based on mission 
requirements during an ECOM event. Packages consist of a small, self-contained 
HF radio system, portable HF antenna system and a small contingent of trained 
New York Guard communications personnel.  

     Last year during annual training at Camp Smith, the 10th, 56th and 88th Bri-
gades were each officially assigned a mobile MERN Radio System to return to their 
home station with.  The expectation is that each New York Guards soldier within 
each brigade will be trained on the basic principles of emergency radio communi-
cation and operation in the event “the balloon goes up.” 

     The 88th Brigade, serving New York City’s five boroughs and Long Island, offi-
cially commenced mobile MERN communications training this in January 2016. 
Communications team members of the 9th and 14th Battalions combine in joint 
training until July 2016.  The 9th battalion is assigned Mobile MERN System #3 and 
currently has a communications team made up of four soldiers. The 14th Battalion 
is assigned Mobile MERN System #4 with a communications team made up of six 
soldiers.   

     

 Phase one of training consists of installation and 
operation in conjunction with MERNEX opera-
tional exercises directed out of New York Guard 
Headquarters at the Camp Smith Training Site in 
Cortlandt Manor, Westchester County, NY.  The 
monthly MERNEX is a training opportunity for all 
fixed and mobile MERN stations state wide to 
demonstrate operational capability of both 
equipment and personnel on an active high fre-
quency radio net.  A typical MERNEX lasts 
around four hours, including installation, opera-
tion and breakdown. 

 

      



NY 
New York Guard Engineers help  with  Army National Guard Road 
Clearing Operation Cont. 
 Story and Photos by 2LT John Schmidt- New York Guard 65th ERR 

     The 88th Brigade communications team has completed phase one and will be 
starting phase two, message traffic and formatting, starting in April, 2016. Mes-
sage traffic can be requested during an actual ECOM event in the form of Situa-
tional Reports (SITREPS), Medical Evacuation (MEDEVAC), Spot Report (SPOTREP) 
and Weather Observation (WXOBS) reports. Proper format and transmission dur-
ing radio point to point or net operations is detrimental to effective mission re-
quirements.  All MERN training is in accordance with New York Guard MERN Di-
rective 3025.2. 

     The 88th Brigade is currently conducting their combined 9th and 14th Battalion 
MERN training under the “train the trainer” concept. Combined battalion training 
is currently taking place at the 1st Marine Corps District installation in Garden City, 
Long Island.  Once training of our TDA assigned communications team members is 
completed in July 2016, they will return to their respective battalions and train all 
other service members within their battalions on the basic principles of emergen-
cy radio communications and operation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On February 20th, 2016, members of the 88th Brigade, New York Guard, conducted a 

Commo Exercise at the United States Marine Corps Training Center in Garden City, 

NY.In the course of the exercise, the 88th BDE MERN (Military Emergency Response 

Network) teams were able to make contact with other New York Guard MERN teams 

located at Camp Smith Training Site in Cortland Manor, NY, and with an amateur radio 

operator located in Philadelphia, PA. 



One of the most significant mis-

sions of the 89th Band New York 

Guard is to provide support to 

the New York National Guard 

Band. The NYARNG 42nd Infan-

try “Rainbow” Division Band, 

commanded by CW3 Mark Ki-

mes, recently lost its tuba play-

er, creating a vacancy in the 

band's low brass section. I was 

invited by Chief Kimes to attend 

their March drill where I became 

acquainted with the musical se-

lections and marching routine.  

SFC Paul Myrusky came to my 

assistance and made sure that I 

had any and all information that 

I needed with regard to the up-

coming parade at Blue Point, 

Long Island on 12 March and the 

New York City St. Patrick's Day 

parade on 17 March 2016.  

The NYARNG 42nd Infantry Division Band operates at a very high level of 

musical proficiency and military professionalism. Chief Kimes has a sharp 

musical ear and the musicians in the band are all at the very top of their 

game. The 42nd Division Band has been deployed to the Middle East. It is 

not surprising, then, that I had a chance to listen to stories of guard duty, 

performing after being transported by helicopter, performing music in the 

oppressive heat and of performing at church services in the battle zone.  

These musicians are remarkable and they are a treasure to New York State. 

It is my honor and I am proud to be of service to CW3 Kimes and the ex-

traordinary musicians of the 42nd Infantry Division Band and to carry out 

my mission of support as a member of the New York Guard.  

New York Guard Band Supports NYARNG 42nd  Infantry Divison 

Band  

Story by CPT Roy Coates, Commander/Conductor 89th Band New York Guard 

CPT Roy Coates, (left) Commander/Conductor 

89th Band New York Guard at the NYC St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade with the NYARNG 42nd 

Infantry Division Band.  



NY 

New York Guard helps builds sidewalks 

      

During the April drill, 
the 102nd Emergency 
Response Battalion, 
New York Guard, also 
known as the 102nd 
Engineering Battalion, 
continued their work 
constructing a new 
sidewalk for Building 
500 at Camp Smith 
Training Site. Their 
work is ongoing , and 
is supported by members of the 3rd Engineering Battalion, New York Guard. 

This project is an excellent example of the volunteer efforts that the New York 
Guard frequently makes in support of their New York Army National Guard coun-
terparts. 

 

 CPT Roy Coates, (left) Com-

mander/Conductor 89th 

Band New York Guard at 

the  

NYC St. Patrick’s Day Pa-

rade with the NYARNG 42nd 

Infantry Division Band.  

New York Guard Band Supports NYARNG 42nd  Infantry Divison Band  

Story by CPT Roy Coates, Commander/Conductor 89th Band New York Guard 



OH 
COL. (OH) RICHARD IOTT, DEPUTY COMMANDER, RETIRES 
FROM OHIO MILITARY RESERVE 

By 2 LT James P. Trakas, Public Affairs 

(TOLEDO, OHIO):  COL (OH) Richard Iott retired in April 
after 32 years of continuous service to the people of 
the State of Ohio.  Announcing his resignation, Brigade 
Commander COL (OH) Wayne T. Woodall stated, “COL 
Iott  represents the best that State Defense Forces can 
offer.  Well trained, seasoned, and above all, loyal and 
professional in every way.”  Iott leaves a legacy of ser-
vice seldom seen in any of the nation’s all volunteer 
state guards. 
     The highlights of this officer’s career are great and 
show what enthusiastic hard work can bring of a sol-
dier.  Soldiering was part of the Iott family, as Rich’s father served his country in 
the United States Army during WWII but the horrors of war are great and he 
discouraged his son from military service. “. I was going to join the National 
Guard later but there was college, then a job, then a wife…. life just got in the 
way. But I always felt ashamed that I had not served in some way. When I dis-
covered the ODC (OHMR’s predecessor organization) it seemed a good solution 
and the proper thing to do.” Said Iott. 
     The future Deputy Commander swore in as a soldier in January of 1984 as a 
Military Policeman.  His training took him from an Armory in Walbridge, Ohio to 
Israel, The Netherlands, The United Nations, and numerous U.S. Army and Ma-
rine Corps bases and training centers to earn certification and awards in every-
thing from Parachutist to Military Emergency Management Specialist, State 
Guard Association of The United States.  
 
     Decorated with 39 individual badges and awards that include The Ohio Com-
mendation Medal and Medal of  Merit, Iott had this to say about his career, “I 
had no disappointments.  Other than I can’t hit the reset button and start over.”  
With respect to advice to other soldiers, the COL had this to say, “Do your job to 
the best of your ability, and then do just a little bit more. Remember why you 
are part of the OHMR – or any State Guard. It is not for the extra paycheck, it is 
not for free college, it is not for the benefits or to travel to exotic places. You are 
here because you are a Patriot who wants to serve your State and Country and 
you are going to do it the best you can. 
 
     Ohio Military Reserve will not be the same without COL Richard Iott.  Patriot, 
soldier, job creator, and passionate believer in America, Rich Iott has had a pro-
found career of note and is simply irreplaceable.  



OH 
COL. (OH) RICHARD IOTT, DEPUTY COMMANDER, RETIRES 
FROM OHIO MILITARY RESERVE Cont. 

By 2 LT James P. Trakas, Public Affairs 

 
When asked to share his secret to success, Iott responsed, “Don’t work for pro-
motion; work for the OHMR. As an officer I was never promoted when I had met 
my TIS and TIG requirements; I dodged promotions as long as I could; I never 
wanted to be promoted. There is no secret other than to work hard and do your 
job. And have an absolutely impeccable ethical record. To me, the uniform was 
also a responsibility; I was probably a better soldier than I was a civilian.” 

 
 Dedication to others and 
fidelity has always been one 
of COL Rich Iott’s strengths.  
A success in the private sec-
tor piloting enterprises from 
a major chain of grocery 
stores to a film production 
company, Iott retires hum-
bly from service.  After 32 
years in the uniformed ser-
vices of the State of Ohio, 
Iott had this to say about 
how he planned to spend his 

former drill weekends and usual week at Annual Training, “The politically cor-
rect answer, I guess, is “spend more time with my family”. Well, our kids live in 
Atlanta and Berlin so that isn’t really going to make much difference. Since I am 
an instrument-rated pilot, my wife and I can pretty much go where we want to 
go on short notice. But my passion has been teaching Concealed Carry/Personal 
Protection classes for the past nine years. I am a multi-organizational certified 
instructor. While I have strived to do one class a month (Sat-Sun), it was not al-
ways possible. Going forward, my “drill weekend” is going to be teaching! As for 
the “one week per year” I’ll probably be hanging out at Camp Perry. But don’t 
expect to see me in uniform. I am doing what many soldiers who retire after 
decades do: I am growing a beard! For the first time in 32+ years I don’t have to 
shave!” 
     Ohio Military Reserve will not be the same without COL Richard Iott.  Patriot, 
soldier, job creator, and passionate believer in America, Rich Iott has had a pro-
found career of note and is simply irreplaceable.  



Improved Members Service! 

 

Paper Applications are a thing of the past. All 

Memberships (New, Renewals, Chapter and 

Individual) can be processed online through 

the SGAUS website.  

  All current members may also print their 

SGAUS membership card from the SGAUS 

website. Each member is assigned a login and 

a password when a renewal or new member-

ship is processed online. 

To print your SGAUS membership card go to 

the SGAUS website click on “Update Your In-

fo”, enter your email address on file, enter 

your password and print your membership 

card. Its that Simple!!! 

 

 

https://www.sgaus.org/member_services/member_login.asp


In Paul’s epistle to the members of a fledgling 

Christian church in Ephesus, he exhorted them to 

be trained for their various roles in the church. As I 

shared in my brief to the participants at the SGAUS 

Mid-year Conference in April, my goal as the 

SGAUS Chaplain for 2016, is to provide our State 

Guard chaplains, chaplain assistants and chaplain 

candidates with hands-on, relevant and value-

added training – training that will add tools to their toolbox of skills and 

abilities. To that end, on 16-17 September, SGAUS will conduct a Chap-

lain School that will run concurrently with the 2016 Annual Conference 

in Puerto Rico. This training is for chaplains, chaplain assistants, chaplain 

candidates and those who are interested in becoming a chaplain in their 

State Guard.  State Guard chaplains who complete this training will qual-

ify to wear the newly designed SGAUS  chaplain crest. The following top-

ic will be covered in this training:     

         

    * Basic chaplain skills   

    * Military funeral honors  

    * Non-violent crisis intervention 

    * Conducting chapel services  

    * Ministering to the divorced/separated

    * Role of the chaplain assistant 

    * Suicide prevention   

         

    

I encourage all chaplains, chaplain assistants and chaplain candidates to 

enroll in this school ASAP as seats are filling up fast.  PLEASE NOTE:  

YOU MUST REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE AND BE A SGAUS MEMBER 

TO ATTEND THIS TRAINING. To enroll, please email me at:  

palmersintn@comcast.net .    I look forward to seeing everyone in Puer-

to Rico in September.    

2016 SGAUS Chaplain 

By COL(CH) Palmer 



 

 

The 8th fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the shadow of death, 

that we might see the light of day. 

 

 
 

The 9th fold is a tribute to womanhood, and Mothers.  For it has been through their faith, 

their love, loyalty and devotion that the character of the men and women who have made 

this country great has been  molded. 

 

The 10th fold is a tribute to the father, for he, too, has given his sons  and daughters for the 

defense of their country since they were first  born. 

 

 
 

The 11th fold represents the lower portion of the seal of King  David and King Solomon and 

glorifies in the Hebrews eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

 
 

The 12th fold represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in the  Christians eyes, God 

the Father, the Son  and Holy  Spirit. 

 

The 13th fold, or when the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost reminding 

them of their nations motto, 'In God We Trust.' 

 

 
 

After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked 

hat, ever reminding us of the soldiers who served under General George Washington, and 

the Sailors and Marines who served under Captain John Paul Jones, who were followed by 

their comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States, preserving for 

them the rights, privileges and freedoms they enjoy  today. 

 

There are some traditions and ways of doing things that have deep meaning.  

 

In the future, you'll see flags folded and now you will know why. 

Meaning of Flag Draped Coffin 



 

Meaning of Flag Draped Coffin 

The 3rd fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veterans departing the ranks who 

gave a portion of their lives for the defense of the country to attain peace throughout the 

world. 

 

 
The 4th fold represents the weaker nature, for as American citizens trusting in God, it is to 

Him we turn in times of peace as well as in time of war for His divine  guidance. 

 

 
 

The 5th fold is a tribute to the country, for in the words of Stephen Decatur, 'Our Country, 

in dealing with other countries, may she always be right; but it is still  our country, right or 

wrong.' 

 

 
The 6th fold is for where people's hearts lie.  It is with their heart that they pledge alle-

giance to the flag of the United States Of America , and the Republic for which it stands, 

one Nation  under God, indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all. 

 

The 7th fold is a tribute to its Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that they 

protect  their country and their flag against all her enemies, whether they be found within 

or without the boundaries of their republic. 

 

 



 

Meaning of Flag Draped Coffin 

  

The 8th fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the shadow of death, 

that we might see the light of day. 

 

 
 

The 9th fold is a tribute to womanhood, and Mothers.  For it has been through their faith, 

their love, loyalty and devotion that the character of the men and women who have made 

this country great has been  molded. 

 

The 10th fold is a tribute to the father, for he, too, has given his sons  and daughters for the 

defense of their country since they were first  born. 

 

 
 

The 11th fold represents the lower portion of the seal of King  David and King Solomon and 

glorifies in the Hebrews eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

 
 

The 12th fold represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in the  Christians eyes, God 

the Father, the Son  and Holy  Spirit. 

 

The 13th fold, or when the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost reminding 

them of their nations motto, 'In God We Trust.' 

 

 
 

After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked 

hat, ever reminding us of the soldiers who served under General George Washington, and 

the Sailors and Marines who served under Captain John Paul Jones, who were followed by 

their comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States, preserving for 

them the rights, privileges and freedoms they enjoy  today. 

 

There are some traditions and ways of doing things that have deep meaning.  

 

In the future, you'll see flags folded and now you will know why. 



PR 

In an inter-agency effort, the Adjutant General of Puerto Rico, Major General, 

Marta Carcana, and Brigadier General of the state command, Carlos Martinez, 

the Executive Chairman of the Water Authority,  Alberto M. Lazarus, participated 

in a visual inspection in the area of Valley Hills in Canovanas where the Puerto 

Rico State Guard carried out the project "Water For Valley Hills" which will pro-

vide drinking water to over 950 families. 

Puerto Rico State Guard serves engineer needs of local community 



SC COLUMBIA, SC (WIS) - 
The South Carolina State 
Guard awarded its Life-
time Achievement Award 
to three South Carolina 
Leaders Saturday. 

Those honored included 
President Pro Tempore 
of the South Carolina 
Senate, Hugh Leatherman, along with CEO of the Fluor Corporation Da-
vid Seaton and retired Chief Justice Jean Toal. 
  
The Lifetime Achievement Award is the Guard’s most prestigious non-
military award.  The awards were presented by Commanding General 
Thomas Mullikin. He said the recipients were selected because they live 
with purpose and service. "To have a military organization that empha-
sizes those values for South Carolinians recognize me is the thrill of a 
lifetime," said Chief Justice Jean Toal. 
  
Chief Justice Toal served as the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 
South Carolina from 2000 to 2015. In addition to her many other 
strengths, her role as a leader and role model for women was men-
tioned several times. Chief Justice Toal broke the glass ceiling as the  first 
woman elected to the South Carolina Supreme Court before becoming 
Chief Justice. “To be able to work with the State Guard is the highlight of 
my service in the South Carolina Senate," 
said Senator Hugh Leatherman. 
  
General Mullikin said the committee selected Senator Leatherman for 
his strong work ethic first developed during his childhood on a farm. 
Leatherman’s dedicated decades to service first on the Quinby Town 
Council and most recently as chairman of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee. 
  
"Frankly it's things like this that make me realize where I came from, and 
where I'll end up," 
said David Seaton.  David Seaton was recognized for his service to busi-
ness and leadership. He was recognized for his success as the chief exec-
utive officer of Fluor Corporation and his recent accomplishment in help-
ing the University of South Carolina reach its goal of raising one billion 
dollars. 

State Guardsmen bestow highest civilian honor on three South Carolinians 



TN The all-volunteer Fourth Regiment (4th REGT) of 
the Tennessee State Guard (TNSG), headquar-
tered in Chattanooga, Tennessee, mobilized 
and deployed three, four-person Mission Re-
sponse Package (MRP) teams, on May 14, 
2016.  These three teams were deployed with 
elements of the Tennessee Army National 
Guard, Tennessee State Parks Rangers, Tennes-
see Emergency Management Agency, local 
emergency managers, local first responders 
and local amateur radio operators.  The 4th 
REGT deployed with personally owned uni-
forms, radios and equipment, at no cost to the 
citizens of the State of Tennessee.  The remain-
der of the 4th REGT service-members were de-
ployed at headquarters in Chattanooga, stand-
ing by as an alternate communications re-
source.  

The 4th REGT conducted a simulated emergency 
deployment field training communications exercise in coordination with the Ten-
nessee Army National Guard’s 30th Troop Command (30th TC).  The 4th REGT com-
municated via amateur radio frequencies to bridge the gap between the National 
Guard, Harton Regional Medical Center, and the Coffee County Emergency Opera-
tions Command (EOC).  The training scenario simulated the total loss of telephone 
service due to a simulated ice storm.   

The three 4th REGT MRP teams were deployed to the 30th Troop Command’s Tacti-
cal Operations Center (TOC), located at the Tullahoma Airport, Harton Regional 
Medical Center in downtown Tullahoma, and the Savage Gulf State Natural Area 
located in Grundy County.   

4th REGT Participates in historic Tennessee Maneuvers (TNMAN `16) 

By CPT Tad K. Wintermeyer  

CW2 Basham preparing digital HF 

message to field teams from MRP Alpha 

30th TC TOC  
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TN The overall scenario was simulating a response to a catastrophic ice storm in Mid-
dle Tennessee.  The Tullahoma Airport MRP team set up digital HF and voice com-
munications in the TOC to send and receive messages from Harton Regional Medi-
cal Center and Grundy County.  The Harton Regional Medical MRP team was de-
ployed at the hospital to send and receive radio messages associated with simu-
lating the evacuation of the hospital due to total power failure.   

The center of gravity for the exercise was located in the Savage Gulf State Natural 
Area, which is part of the South Cumberland State Park.  Roughly 130 National 
Guard troops, park rangers and amateur radio volunteers arrived on site at 0630.  
The elements from the 30th TC arrived via UH60 helicopters at two different landing 
zones in the park.  After the initial briefing, four 25-man teams from the National 
Guard deployed into the woods to conduct simulated search and rescue (SAR) oper-
ations for a downed ultralight aircraft. 

The terrain at Savage Gulf for the SAR exercise consisted of a densely wooded, 
deeply dissected plateau, with topographic relief commonly of about four hundred 
feet (120 meters), and frequent sandstone outcroppings and bluffs.  The 4th REGT 
Savage Gulf MRP team set up its HF antenna array in a clear-cut lumber staging ar-
ea littered with logging slash.   

 

4th REGT Participates in historic Tennessee Maneuvers (TNMAN `16) 

By CPT Tad K. Wintermeyer  

2LT Engel, SFC Gardener, SGT Snodgrass copying down a 9-line MEDEVAC Message from 

MAJ Shepard  



TN Once set up, the 4th REGT MRP team at Savage Gulf began transmitting messages 
from the on-site Incident Command Center to the assets located at the Tullaho-
ma Airport and Harton Regional Medical Center.  The members of the 4th REGT 
performed with excellence.  All messages received by the MRP teams were re-
transmitted accurately and timely over both digital HF and 2-meter voice.   

The 4th REGT was invited to participate in the joint exercise in November of 2015 
by MAJ Dallas Clements, S-3 Training Officer and Exercise Planner for the 30th TC.  
The 4th REGT began training for TNMAN `16 at its three following HHC drill dates. 
In April of this year, the 4th REGT conducted a field training exercise at the Volun-
teer Training Site in Catoosa, Georgia, focusing on the elements and skills need-
ed at TNMAN `16.  During this weekend’s exercise, MAJ Clements demonstrated 
to members of the 4th REGT how the National Guard tracked its teams in the 
woods using Automatic Packet Reporting System (APRS). 

This exercise was historic for the 4th REGT and the Tennessee State Guard as a 
whole because this is the first time in recent memory where Tennessee State 
Guard assets were actively and integrally involved in a joint exercise such as this.  
For additional information about TNMAN `16, please click here. 
 

 

4th REGT Participates in historic Tennessee Maneuvers (TNMAN `16) 

By CPT Tad K. Wintermeyer  

2LT Engel and SGT Snodgrass discussing HF antenna set up and rotor wash  

http://tnmilitary.org/pdfs/tn_man_16_presentation.pdf


TN 
.. KNOXVILLE -- When all else fails, citizens of Ten-
nessee can be assured that the Tennessee State 
Guard will be there for them.  Training to react 
and respond in a worst-case scenario, the TNSG is 
focused on maintaining the continuity of govern-
ment and assisting emergency management agen-
cies across the state to coordinate and communi-
cate with each other. 
The Third Regiment Commander, Colonel Tony 
Shipley sets the overall training objectives for the 
regiment.  “The mission of maintaining continuity 
of government after a disaster is vital,” he said.  
“We train on how to use basic methods of commu-
nication to keep government authorities in touch 
with each other when the more sophisticated, 
technological methods have failed.  We’re training 
and planning to be effective when all standard ser-
vices have failed; electricity, water, gas, tele-

phones, cell service, and the internet.” 
“It is a tiered response paradigm,” said First Lieutenant Mark Rednour, the Regi-
mental Assistant Operations Officer for Training.  “Families are first.  Our State 
Guard members will only be effective if they’re sure their families are safe, secure, 
and supplied with the necessities of life.  The next level is neighborhood.  People 
will look to us for leadership.  Our training helps provide answers to the question 
our neighbors will be asking.  Then we work up to community, municipality, county, 
and finally the state government.” 

Training focused on communications and continuity of government  
By  MAJ ALLEN BRAY  
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TN 
.. Continuity 

“We have established net-
works within the state and 
we have tested them in the 
worst of conditions, at all 
times of the day and night, 
in bad weather events and 
the worst geomagnetic 
storms from the sun that 
have been on record,” said 
Command Master Sergeant 
Johnny Essary, team leader 
for the communications 
cadre.   “We have over-
come those challenges and 
the TNSG has been able to 
make contact with all of our 
stations.  We are also able 

to make contact and pass emergency communications between all government 
emergency management agencies.  We have established five teams of four radio 
operators are that not only NIMS qualified but are also Military  Emergency Man-
agement  Specialists.   They can be deployed anywhere in the state where a disaster 
has occurred and communications are down. This has been a big task  but we have 
accomplished it and maintained it for over a year now.”  
Members of the 3rd Regiment spend hours training in a variety of communications 
techniques.  Additionally, all are required to achieve competency in the National 
Incident Management System.  “We have to be able to speak the language of the 
emergency management special-
ists.  The EMA terminology and 
concepts are covered in the NIMS 
and MEMS courses that all our 
members have to take,” said 1LT 
Rednour. 
“When the citizens of Tennessee 
are having their worst day,” Col. 
Shipley concluded, “That’s the day 
when we will have to be at our 
best.”  

Training focused on communications and continuity of government Cont. 
By  MAJ ALLEN BRAY  

Mobile Radio Package teams have been created for TNSG communicators to 

practice radio procedures regularly in order to prepare for continuity of 

government operations in the event of a natural or man-made disaster. 

TNSG  participate in emergency management 

training alongside EMA professionals. 



Brig. Gen. Thomas S. Mullikin is the command-
er of the S.C. State Guard (SCSG).  
Prior to assuming command, BG Mullikin 
served as deputy commander/chief of staff for 
SCSG. He assumed duties as deputy command-
er SCSG in April 2012 after serving as deputy 
director of the Legal Directorate of the Joint 
Services Detachment, S.C. Military Depart-
ment. In April 2013, Mullikin's duties expanded 
to include the post of chief of staff, SCSG.  
 
BG Mullikin also has served as a special assistant to the Chief Prosecutor, Military 
Commissions, U.S. Department of Defense.  
 
BG Mullikin graduated from the University of South Carolina, 1982 (Cum Laude, 
Phi Beta Kappa) and the University’s School of Law in 1986. He was subsequently 
commissioned into the Judge Advocate General Corps, U.S. Army Reserve. After 
graduating from the Judge Advocate Officer Basic Course, the Judge Advocate 
General’s School, Charlottesville, Virginia, his first duty assignment was with the 
12th Legal Support Organization where he served as a trial counsel. He then 
served as International Legal Officer for the 360th Civil Affairs Brigade (Airborne).  
 
Since 1986, BG Mullikin's civilian law practice has been in the Corporate Environ-
mental, Health and Safety (EHS) arena.  
 
In order to experience and study complex environmental issues firsthand, BG 
Mullikin has led a variety of environmental expeditions to every continent on 
earth; and he has lectured at various conferences and universities throughout 
the world including – among others – Oxford University (England), Trinity Univer-
sity (Ireland), University of Edinburgh (Scotland) and St. Petersburg State Univer-
sity (Russia). In addition to his civilian law practice, he serves as Environmental 
Executive in Residence at Coastal Carolina University and as Associate Director of 
the Law and Policy Doctorate Program at Northeastern University in Boston.  
 
BG Mullikin also serves on a variety of foundations and boards, including the 
board of directors for the U.S. Army Special Forces Foundation (S.C. Chapter).  
 
BG Mullikin is an Army Master Fitness Trainer (graduate of the U.S. Army Physical 

Fitness School, Fort Benning, Georgia) and a self-defense instructor (he holds a 

black belt in Karate). He serves as a Special Deputy and Rescue Diver on the Rich-

land County (S.C.) Sheriff’s Department Underwater Recovery Unit. Colonel Mul-

likin is a Master Diver (PADI) with recorded dives in all of the Earth’s oceans in-

cluding certification as a polar diver for his ice dives in the Arctic and Antarctic 

Oceans. He also has successful climbs and summits of the highest mountains in 

Europe (Mt. Elbrus), Africa (Mt. Kilimanjaro), Australia (Mt.  

President Elect - MG(SC) Thomas S. Mullikin 



Kosciuszko) and South America (Mt. Aconcagua) as well as mountain ranges 

across North America to study fragile ecosystems.  
 

BG Mullikin produced two full-length environmental documentaries examining 

global climate change. He was awarded Telly Awards in Social Issues, Feature 

Documentary, and Education categories for these documentary films; The Whole 

Truth and Introduction to Climate Change. He is also the author of The Maxims 

of Politics: Making Government Work; Sportsman Environmentalist; Global Solu-

tions: Demanding Total Accountability for Climate Change; and Truck Stop Poli-

tics: Understanding the Emerging Force of Working Class America. For his book, 

The Maxims of Politics: Making Government Work, he was awarded the national 

Indie Excellence award. He has also been widely published in both legal and 

mainstream periodicals, including UCLA Journal of Environmental Law and Policy, 

Georgetown International Environmental Law Review, Campaigns and Elections 

Magazine, South Carolina Jurisprudence, Navigating the Government Contracts 

Process, and Vital Speeches of the Day.  
 

His awards and decorations include among others: U.S. Army Meritorious Service 

Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Global War on Terror Service Medal, Army 

Reserve Components Overseas Ribbon (with numeral 2), Joint Services Detach-

ment Meritorious Service Medal (SC) , State Guard Medal of Merit (SC), RAIDER – 

Rapid Assistance In Disaster & Emergency Relief – pin (SC), Military Emergency 

Management Specialist Badge, military parachutist badges from the Kingdom of 

Laos, and the nations of Serbia, Croatia, Luxembourg, Switzerland and Germany, 

and the South Carolina Order of the Palmetto. He has also been awarded the ti-

tles IRONMAN by Ironman Outdoors (Sandhills chapter), HONORARY GREEN BE-

RET by the Special Forces Association (S.C. chapter), and he was inducted into 

the Montagnard tribal community during the Special Forces Association’s annual 

national convention in June 2013.  
 

In support of the SCSG, BG Mullikin completed training within the Emergency 

Management Institute including matriculation of FEMA Introduction to Incident 

Command System; Deployment Basics for FEMA Response Partners; FEMA Na-

tional Incident Management System (NIMS); FEMA, NIMS Multiagency Coordina-

tion System (MACS); FEMA, EOC Management and Operations; FEMA, National 

Incident Management System (NIMS); FEMA, Active Shooter: What You Can Do. 

He is also a member of – and an award recipient from – the U.S. Counterterror-

ism Advisory Team and has completed the Antiterrorism/Force Protection (AT/

FP) Qualification Course, Level II Standards, with Level III Authorized (in conjunc-

tion with intelligence overview).  

 

BG Mullikin resides in Camden with his wife, Virginia Ann. They have four chil-

dren: Mary Elizabeth, Alex, Thomas and Charlie. 

President Elect - MG(SC) Thomas S. Mullikin Cont. 



Stephen A. Bucaria has participated with the New York 
Guard in support of Legal Affairs missions since 1996 
and was commissioned as a Major in August 1997. He 
served as a JAG with Detachment A of the Civil and Mil-
itary Affairs Unit, and was promoted to LTC in January 
1999. 
 

When New York Guard Civil Affairs Units were reor-
ganized in 2001, LTC Bucaria became acting command-
er of the 13th Regiment, a new unit consisting of JAG 
and Civil Support Officers in Nassau and Suffolk Counties. Following the World 
trade Center disaster, LTC Bucaria and the 13th Regiment were deployed to pro-
vide security and communications assistance to armories in New 
York City and in logistics support for the SEMO warehouse on Long Island. 
 

LTC Bucaria was promoted to Colonel in February 2002 and named Commander of 
the 13th Regiment. During this period, the 13th Regiment provided legal assis-
tance to National Guard, Army Reserve and Marine Units, who were gearing up to 
be deployed for Homeland Security and 
overseas missions. 
 

In July 2002, COL Bucaria was selected to serve as Acting Commander of the 54th 
Civil Affairs Brigade and was responsible for organizing the first consolidated An-
nual Training for the Brigade, 
incorporating MOS and military training. 
 

COL Bucaria was assigned as Deputy Commander for Support for Army Division, 
New York Guard in October 2002. While serving in that capacity, he assisted the 
Commander in producing the current Meritocracy program, which guides the ca-
reers of New York Guard members. He was promoted to Brigadier General on 17 
November 2003. 
 

In March 2005, BG Bucaria was selected to serve as Commander, Army Division 
and reorganized New York Guard MOS and Professional Development Schools into 
the 12th Regimental Training Institute. On 17 June 2006 the NYG was reorganized 
to one Headquarters. BG Bucaria was reassigned in the new consolidated Head-
quarters as Deputy Commander of the New York Guard. 
 

Military Awards, Decorations and Certificates: 
NYS Meritorious Service Medal 
NYS Long and Faithful Service 
NYS Defense of Liberty Medal 
NYS Recruiting Medal 
NYG Meritorious Service Medal 
NYG Commendation Medal 
New York Guard Service Ribbon 
Unit Certificate of Commendation, USMC Parris Island for Legal Assistance 
02/02/96 
Letter of Appreciation, CO C, 1BN. 69th INF, pre-mobilization assistance 
12/05/97 
Commendation Certificate, CMA Det, for Legal Support and Family Assistance 
to 1569  Transportation CO, 360 REGT, 206 BN 04/17/99 
Letter of Commendation, 53D Troop Command, for Legal Assistance 06/11/99 

First Vice President - BG(NY) Stephen Bucaria 



Civilian Experience: 
Following graduation from Fairfield University, General Bucaria joined the staff of 
New York State 
Senator, John R. Dunne, who was then the Chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Crime and 
Corrections. While on the Senator's staff, he assisted in the research and data 
preparation of the 
precedent setting, Tombs Report. Concurrently, he received his Master of Arts 
Degree (MA) from 
SUNY Albany. 
 
In 1972, General Bucaria was appointed as a visiting Professor of Sociology, Uni-
versity of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Canada, teaching undergraduate and graduate level courses. 
 
Upon the completion of his teaching assignment in Edmonton, General Bucaria 
rejoined the staff of 
Senator John R. Dunne as a Legislative Assistant. In 1976, he graduated from the 
Hofstra University 
School of Law, was admitted to the New York State Bar for the practice of Law and 
accepted a 
position as an Assistant District Attorney for Nassau County. 
 
In 1979, General Bucaria entered private practice until accepting a position as Law 
Secretary for 
Hon. Gabriel Kohn, New York State Court of Claims in 1989, later serving as Law 
Secretary to Hon. 
Angelo D. Roncallo, Justice of the Supreme Court, from 1990-1993. General Bu-
caria was elected to 
the District Court in 1993 and served there until his election, in 1995, to the Su-
preme Court of the 
State of New York where he currently serves. 
 
BG Bucaria is the recipient of the following civilian awards: 
He is active in the following: 
Irish in Government 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick 
Colombian Lawyers Association 
Catholic Lawyers Guild 
Fourth Degree - Knights of Columbus 
Eucharistic Minister, St. Joseph's Parish, Garden City, NY. 
State Guard Association of the United States (SGAUS) 
New York Guard Association 
CERT (Nassau County Community Emergency Response Team) 
General Bucaria resides on Long Island, NY with his wife Elizabeth. 

First Vice President - BG(NY) Stephen Bucaria 



Betty joined the TXSG in January 2006, after a distin-
guished career in the U.S. Army and Army Reserve. Betty 
received his Bachelors degree from Texas A&M Universi-
ty and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the 
Infantry in 1973. Upon entering active duty he was as-
signed to the 1st 501st Infantry Battalion, 101st Air-
borne Division, Fort Campbell, KY. Upon leaving active 
duty in 1977, he was assigned as Company Commander 
C-Company, 1st 143 Infantry, 36th Airborne Brigade, 
Texas National Guard. Additionally, in 1979 Betty transferred to the U.S. Army 
Reserves and held various leadership positions. In February 2003, he was mobi-
lized to the Defense Intelligence Agency as Chief, Iraq Survey Group, Fusion Cen-
ter - CONUS, in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. He retired from the U.S. Ar-
my Reserve in 2003 after serving a total of 30 years. 

During his time in the TXSG, Betty has held a number of leadership positions to 
include serving as the Director of Personnel and Administration for the organiza-
tion headquarters. While commander of the 8th Regiment, Betty served on sev-
eral State Active Duty missions for Hurricanes Dean, Gustav, Dolly, Edouard, and 
Ike. In March of 2013, Betty was selected to serve as Commanding General of the 
Army Component Command. 

As commander, Betty will be responsible for the organization, training and ad-
ministration of the Texas State Guard, reporting directly to the Texas Adjutant 
General. Currently, more than 2,200 men and women actively service in the 
TXSG, divided into four operational components: Army, Air, Maritime and Medi-
cal. The mission of the Texas State Guard is to provide mission-ready military 
forces to assist state and local authorities in times of state emergencies; to con-
duct homeland security and community service activities under the umbrella of 
Defense Support to Civil Authorities; and to augment the Texas Army and Air Na-
tional Guard as required. 

Betty and wife, Juli, have been married for 40 years and have two children, Josh 
and Alison. Their son and son-in-law proudly serve in the U.S. Army as a Major 
and Sgt. 1st Class.  

Second Vic President - MG(TX) Gerald "Jake" Betty 



SGAUS New Look and Feel 

Check out the new SGAUS web site. Click Here 

To access the SGAUS Store you must be a SGAUS 

member and you must sign in. 

http://sgaus.org


TX 
The Texas State Guard, in 

support of civil authorities, 

assisted in establishing safe 

shelters for evacuated 

flood victims in the south-

eastern region of the state, 

March 14-21, 2016. 

“We have a total of 18 Sol-

diers from the State Guard 

here to supplement the 

Red Cross in any way they 

need us. They run the shelter, and we support their efforts,” said Sgt. Christopher 

T. Riehle, recruiter, 3rd Battalion, 8th Regiment. “We train closely with the Red 

Cross and other agencies to make sure we are prepared for something like this.” 

The Texas State Guard trains annually to remain proficient in the duties they per-

form while called upon during disaster relief missions. Some of the emergency 

response training includes shelter management, search and rescue, emergency 

communications, mass care and medical support. 

“We assist with setting up the shelter, but it could be anything from moving ta-

bles to providing security or just talking to the clients that are here,” said Staff 

Sgt. Nick B. Martinez, 2nd Battalion, 8th Regiment. “Just being able to help is a 

great reward.” 

Guardsmen ran 24-hour operations at the shelter to ensure anyone in need was 

equipped with immediate support.  

“At our peak we had about 170 clients that needed our help,” said Shelter Man-

ager Marie Killingsworth, American Red Cross Volunteer. “The Soldiers have been 

here since the beginning. I love that they are so flexible, and can move at the 

drop of a dime.” 

The Texas State Guard assisted with supporting three other safety shelters, two 

of which were evacuated due to flood concerns and consolidated in Beaumont. 

“This is now the forth shelter we have been a part of and we are fully trained to 

do what it takes to help,” said Riehle. “The best part is when the clients thank us 

for being here because they know they’re gonna get the help that they need.” 

The Texas Military Department activated more than 150 service members from 

the Texas Army National Guard and the Texas State Guard during severe flooding 

in Orange, Newton and Jasper counties. They provided swift water rescue sup-

port to emergency first responders, rescuing and evacuating 410 people from the 

floods, and supported shelter operations, providing basic necessities to hundreds 

of people in need. 

Texas State Guard supports civil authorities in recent floods 



TX 
Texas Guardsmen from the 736th Component Repair Company, 36th Infantry Divi-

sion, working alongside partner emergency responders from the Harris County 

Police officers, firefighters, Sheriff’s Office and Texas Task Force 1, rescued 140 

people from severe flooding in the Ponderosa neighborhood of Houston, April 19, 

2016. 

 

“Many Harris County residents underestimated the dangers of rising flood waters; 

they lost all power and were cut off from society. Simple things like going to the 

doctor became very dangerous,” said Chief Bob Royall, Assistant Chief of Joint 

Emergency Operations, Harris County Fire Marshall’s Office. “Had it not been for 

the National Guard’s high water vehicles, we would not have been able to get to 

many of these folks. There are untold hundreds, possibly thousands, we would not 

have been able to get to.” 

 

Currently, more than 150 Texas Guardsmen are mobilized to support flood re-

sponse operations across Texas. Additionally, both high profile military vehicles 

and military helicopter crews remain prepositioned on standby across other por-

tions of the state. Members of the Texas State Guard are mobilized to the State 

Operations Center. 

 

Texas Guardsmen have conducted approximately 24 missions, rescuing more than 

240 civilians and 40 animals, thus far and ground crews in Wharton are currently 

supporting local emergency responders with mandatory evacuations of the entire 

city. 

 

“This is what we train for,” said Brig. Gen. Patrick M. Hamilton, Commander of 

Domestic Opera-

tions Task Force. 

“And we’re proud 

to stand beside 

our civilian part-

ners, first re-

sponders and vol-

unteers to serve 

the citizens of Tex-

as.” 

Texas Guardsmen Rescue 240 in Houston area floods 



VA 

Virginia Defense Force supports local community 



PARKER STRAUS, LLP  
MICHAEL R. PARKER  
FOUNDING AND MANAGING PARTNER  
 
Whittier Law School, cum laude, 1999  
Pepperdine University, B.S. in Business Management, 1993  
 
 
Areas of practice: Federal and State Fraud Recovery Actions, Bad Faith Defense, 
Civil RICO, Complex Civil Litigation, Insurance Coverage, Cargo/Trucking Litigation 
and Business Litigation.  
 
Licensed to practice: in California since 1999, Texas since 2009 and Oklahoma 
since 2014.  
U.S. District Court, Central District, California since 1999.  
U.S. District Court, Southern District, California since 2004.  
U.S. District Court, Northern District, Texas since 2012.  
U.S. District Court, Southern District, Texas since 2012.  
U.S. District Court, Western District, Texas since 2015.  
 
Further Professional Experience:  
First Investigative Consultants, Private Investigator, 1987 to 1994. Liberty Mutual, 
SIU, Senior Special Investigator, 1995 to 1999.  
Manning & Marder, Attorney, 1999 to 2001. Parker Straus, 2001 to Present.  
 
Military Experience:  
Captain, JAG-C, California State Military Reserve, Los Alamitos Joint Training Base, 
2010 to 2014. Captain, JAG-C Trial Defense Service (TDS), Texas State Guard, 
Camp Mabry, TX, 2014 to present.  
 
Publications:  
“Guidebook to Orthopedic Tests and Modalities,” co-authored with Dr. Michael 
Millar, 1995, self-published.  
 
Presentations:  
Well over 100 talks to professional organizations across the country, mostly on 
fraud recovery, insurance coverage and bad faith issues.  
 
Professional Memberships:  
Federal Bar Association  
Texas State Bar – Insurance Section  
Texas Association of Special Investigation Units Association of Certified Fraud Ex-
aminers North Texas Chapter of the IASIU  
 
 

JAG C0-Chair  CPT MICHAEL R. PARKER  



Indiana University School of Medicine, M.D., 2013 
Indiana University Kelley School of Business, M.B.A., 
2013 
Indiana University Maurer School of Law, J.D. cum laude, 
2008 
Indiana University Bloomington, B.A. in Biology summa cum laude, 2005 

Areas of Practice: Wealth management, estate planning, taxation, asset valua-

tion, and risk management. 

Current Licenses to Practice Law: 

State courts of Indiana, 2008. 

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Indiana, 2008. 

U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Indiana, 2008. 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 2013. 

Professional Experience: 

Indiana University Hutton Honors College, Publications Associate, 2002 to 2006. 

Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies, Operations Editor, 2007 to 2008.  

Medical Missions, Inc., General Counsel, 2011 to 2013.  

Roberts & Bishop, Estate Planning Attorney, 2010 to 2015.  

Military Experience: 

Captain (O-3), Judge Advocate, Indiana Guard Reserve, HHD, Tyndall Armory, 

2015 to present. 

Military Awards and Badges: 

Army Sharpshooter Badge, M4 Carbine 

Army Physical Fitness Badge, 373 APFT  

Military Emergency Management Specialist Badge, Basic 

Parachutist Badges (Italian Army, Laotian Army, Philippine Army, Royal Thai Ar-

my, Royal Thai Navy, Russian Army, and State Guard Association of Ohio). 

Current Professional Licenses and Certifications: 

CFA Charter, Chartered Financial Analyst Institute, 2015. 

CPA, Massachusetts Board of Public Accountancy, 2015. 

Registered Patent Attorney, US Patent and Trademark Office, 2013. 

CPT, American College of Sports Medicine, 2012. 

Professional Memberships: 

American College of Sports Medicine 

Beta Gamma Sigma Society  

Chartered Financial Analyst Institute 

Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels 

The Indiana Guard Reserve Association  

Phi Beta Kappa Society 

JAG Co-Chair CPT ARAVON B. McCALLA 



Professional Engineer – Mechanical 

State(s) of: MD - 17696; FL - PE71808; NJ - 24GE05053400;  
NY - 086494-1; PA - PE053913E 

National Board on Fire Service Professional Qualifications (NBFSPQ) 

Hazardous Materials/WMD First Responder - Awareness Level 

Core Operations Level 

Operations Level with Personal Protective Equipment Mission Specific Compe-
tency 

Military Emergency Management Specialist | Eng. Specialist Qualification Designa-
tion 

CxA ASHRAE Commissioning Process Management Professional – 2045255 
Bachelors of Architectural Engineering, Pennsylvania State University, 1985 

(ABET Accredited 5 year Program) 

American Society of Heating Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Engineers 
(ASHRAE) 

Past Chairman Refrigeration Committee ASHRAE Baltimore Chapter 

National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) 

Past President of Maryland Society of Professional Engineers (MDSPE) 

American Consulting Engineers Council (ACEC) 

Maryland Council of Design Professionals – Engineering Representative 

Society of American Military Engineers 

State Guard Association of the United States 

Guest Lecturer, University of Maryland 2014 – Present 

Science, Technology and Society, College Park Scholars Program 

121 Engineer Regiment, Maryland Defense Force 2009 - Present 

Lieutenant Colonel 

Commanding Officer, Maryland Engineering Emergency Response Team 

Maryland Emergency Management Agency Liaison Officer 

 

Engineering Chair LTC(MD) Edward A. Hubner    

Principal Engineer 



EBL Engineers, LLC – Baltimore, Maryland  1987 – Present 

Managing Principal (2001 – Present) 

Responsible for directing activities of the mechanical, electrical, plumbing and 
construction department.  Technical responsibilities include engineering de-
sign, consulting, quality assurance and inspection. 

Henry Adams, Inc. – Towson, Maryland 1985 – 1987 

Maryland Engineer of the Year, 2011 

Maryland Military Department Emergency Service Medal, 2011&2012 
(Hurricanes Irene & Sandy) 

State of Maryland National Guard Meritorious Service Medal, 2013 

ACEC/MW Engineering Excellence Honor Award, ACED/MD Outstanding Project 
Award, ACEC National Recognition Award - NIST Net Zero Residential Test 
Facility, 2014 

State of Maryland Service Medal, 2014 

The Adjutant General's Special Recognition Ribbon, 2014 

State of Maryland Commendation Medal, 2015 

SGAUS Faithful Service Ribbon and Commendation Ribbon, 2016 

College of Fellows. MDSPE, 2016 

Boy Scouts of America, Harford District, Baltimore Area Council 2003- 
Present 

Eagle Coach (2013- Present) 

Fallston Recreation Council 2001-2011 

Coach/Assistant Coach 

Girls Soccer, Boys Soccer & Boys Lacrosse 

Board of Directors, Fire Museum of Maryland 2007-2010  

Engineering Chair LTC(MD) Edward A. Hubner    Cont. 

Principal Engineer 



 

 

Colonel James Hardy was commissioned as an Infantry Officer 
in the U.S. Army upon graduation from the University of Utah in 1985 as a Distin-
guished Military Graduate. Throughout his career, COL Hardy has served in nu-
merous staff and leadership positions, both in the continental United States and 
overseas, and commanded a company in the 101st Airborne Division.  

COL Hardys’ principal staff assignments include: Assistant Chief of Staff G3 at the 
New York Guard Headquarters, Cortlandt Manor, NY; Deputy Assistant Chief of 
Staff (G3) at the New York Guard Headquarters; Training Branch Chief at the New 
York Guard Headquarters, NY; Officer-in-Charge of the Marksmanship Training 
Unit, 101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, KY; Brigade Logistics Officer (S4), 2d 
Brigade, 101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, KY; Assistant S3, 2nd Brigade, 
101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, KY; Commander, Headquarters Company, 
2nd Brigade, 101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, KY; S3 Air Operations Officer, 
Headquarters Multi-National Force-Sinai; Post Operations Officer/Special Troops 
Battalion S3, Fort Richardson, Alaska; Liaison Officer (Tribal/ Japan/Korea) 172d 
Arctic Brigade (SEP), AK; Assistant S3, 4/23 Infantry Battalion, AK; Mobile Train-
ing Unit Instructor, Fort Campbell and Fort Benning, GA; Project Officer, Infantry 
School, Fort Benning, GA. 

COL Hardy is currently employed at the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), Washington, DC his assignments include: Regional Planning Liaison, 
Planning and Exercise Division, Washington, DC; Strategic Planning Lead/National 
Hurricane Program COR, Headquarters Planning Division, Washington, DC; Fu-
ture Planner, National Planning Branch, Washington, DC; FEMA Operational Plan-
ner, National Planning Branch, Washington, DC; Acting Policy Branch Chief, Na-
tional Exercise Division, FEMA, Washington, DC; Exercise Designer/Trainer, NIMS 
Integration Center (NIC), Washington, DC.  He also serves as Current Planning 
Unit Leader during national disasters in the National Response Coordination Cen-
ter (NRCC), Domestic Emergency Response Team (DEST), and Joint Field Offices 
(JFO). 

 
COL Hardy has worked in emergency management: Lead Exercise Developer, 
State of Connecticut, Department of Emergency Management and Homeland 
Security (DEMHS); Operations Section Chief/Assistant Emergency Manager, 
Town of New Canaan, CT; Homeland Security Advisor, Environment and Ecology, 
New York, NY.  

Education Chair COL James J. Hardy  



His certifications and awards include: FEMA Master Exercise Practitioner (MEP), 
Masters Certificate in Program Management (GWU), FEMA Master Trainer 
(Executive), the Meritorious Service Medal, the Army Commendation Medal with 
two Oak Leaf Clusters, the Army Achievement Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, New 
York State Military Commendation Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, New York Guard 
Commendation Medal, NYG Achievement Medal with oak leaf cluster, New York 
Guard Commander’s Citation for Oak leaf Clusters, Air Assault Badge, the Divers 
Badge, the Parachutist Badge, General Staff Identification Badge, SGAUS Master 
Emergency Management Specialist (Master) badge, NYG Master Radiological 
badge. 

Please allow me to introduce myself, my name is Jim Hardy and I will be serving 
as the SGAUS PME Academy Chair for the 2016 calendar year.  I serve as the as-
sistant Chief of Staff for Operations, Planning and Training in the New York 
Guard.  I am an Emergency Manager by trade and work for the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency as Planner in Washington, DC.  In the field of emergency 
manager, I have worked at the Federal, state and local level and as a consultant.  
I have combined 13 years of service on active duty and in the reserves as an In-
fantry Officer and have been serving in the New York Guard since 2004.  My goal 
for the PME Academy this year is to integrate the training across the state 
guards and develop a minimum national standard for individuals serving.  It is 
my goal to establish a standard of professionalism that will increase the spirit de 
corps and allow the state guards to provide valuable service to those they serve. 

Very Respectfully 

 
James J. Hardy 
COL   GS   NYG 
ACOS G3  

Education Chair COL James J. Hardy  Cont. 



I  am COL(SC) Carl Kinard, and I have recently been 

appointed Chair of the SGAUS Medical Academy Com-

mittee. I currently serve as the Chief Medical Officer 

of the South Carolina State Guard. I am eager to de-

velop the SGAUS Medical Academy into a mechanism 

to share and extend the medical experiences and best 

practices of all our State Defense Forces. I have a clear 

ulterior motive in doing so, since this mission dove-

tails with my mission in my home state. Currently, the SCSG Medical Detach-

ment is being expanded to a strength of 134 personnel as part of a new Pro-

fessional Services Command, and is developing its own professional training 

and career tract for medical personnel. 

I look forward to working with all of you to develop the Medical Academy. 

 By way of background, I am a board certified psychiatrist, former Medical 

Director of Behavioral Health at the Palmetto Richland Memorial Hospital 

and the Palmetto Baptist Medical Center in Columbia, S.C. I am a clinical pro-

fessor in the University of South Carolina Medical School, and have been vot-

ed Teacher of the Year three times by the Adult Psychiatry Residents. 

I joined the S.C. State Guard as the 1st Brigade Surgeon, and later served as G-

3 and then Executive Officer for the Brigade, before being appointed as the 

Chief Medical Officer for the State Guard as a whole. My experiences both as 

a medical officer, and as a line officer, have been meaningful and valuable. I 

am indebted to my wife (MAJ Myra Kinard), both for her work as one of my 

nursing officers, but more importantly as indispensable support for all that I 

do. 

Medical Chair COL Carl Kinard 

  Purchase Merchandise 

http://sgaus.org/sgaus-store/?v=7516fd43adaa


2016 Annual Conference 

Puerto Rico 
 

September 16-18 

Mark your calendars, this promises to be one of the best confer-

ences yet! The business agenda will make it a very rewarding ex-

perience for our members and leaders. Then there is the venue… 

well… what can I say, Puerto Rico and its warm sandy beaches. 

Our President, BG Martinez, is promising us an event we won’t 

forget!  

See you all there! 

 

Click  

Here to Read More 

http://sgaus.org/event/sgaus-annual-convention-in-puerto-rico-sptember-16-18-2016/?v=7516fd43adaa


The presence of Zika virus in Puerto Rico is undisputed as is elsewhere in Latin 
America. There are several hundred confirmed cases in a population of 4 million. 
We estimate the risk of contracting Zika virus to be small, even smaller than con-
tracting Dengue Fever, a way more serious disease. If you have traveled to Mexi-
co, the Caribbean and other Latin American countries, you have been exposed to 
Dengue, a more common disease. If you have traveled to Africa, Asia or Pacific 
Islands you have been exposed to Zika.  

The reason Zika has captured the news cycles is the newly found connection be-
tween the Zika virus and microcephaly (abnormally small head) in infants whose 
mothers have contracted the rare disease. Also a more rare condition has been 
connected to Zika. That is Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS), an extremely rare dis-
order that can cause muscle weakness and/or paralysis for a few weeks to sever-
al months. This rare syndrome has also been connected with other types of in-
fections. 

Most people who rarely contract Zika do not show any symptoms. Those that do 
show symptoms, experience very mild ones with treatment being just Aceta-
minophen (Tylenol) and hydration (fluids).  

Think about this for a moment. If you go for a walk or hike in the woods you have 
a much higher chance of contracting a more serious and incapacitating disease, 
Lyme disease. There are over 30,000 cases of Lyme disease reported to the CDC 
every year. 

The major concern about Zika is for pregnant women or women seeking to be-

come pregnant. They should not visit areas of potential exposure. 

The small risk of contracting Zika is further reduced by the actions of hotels and 
resorts in the Island. See Puerto Rico’s Tourism Department Zika response infor-
mation at: 

http://finance.yahoo.com/news/puerto-rico-hotels-focus-zika-134700318.html 

Additionally, you can make the very small risk even smaller by some common 

sense actions regarding exposure to the Aedes Egypt mosquito. Only the female 

of the species bites humans. It is a diurnal feeder, meaning it feeds during day-

time hours – early morning and early evening. Please take a look at the CDC and 

US Army fact sheets about Zika and prevention measures. 

http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/alert/zika-virus-puerto-rico 

https://phc.amedd.army.mil/PHC%20Resource%20Library/ZikaVirus_FS_18-

085-0216.pdf 

Zika Virus in Puerto Rico 


