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Presidents Message 

Members and friends, welcome to 2016! As your President, I'm proud and 
honored to join you in making SGAUS a choice destination for our member-
ship. We'll accomplish that by enhancing the SGAUS suite of value added 
services we provide to our membership, SDF Commanders and state chap-
ters. As you saw in the annual conference, we already have many irons in 
the fire. Just to name a few; the new Engineering academy; the upcoming 
standardized professional military education academy; new technology to 
support our vision, such as our new Web site; expanding the catalog of 
items in our store, etc. We have a lot in front of us, but I'm confident that 
with your leadership and support we can meet our objectives and even 
more. Lastly, mark your calendars! We are planning a terrific annual confer-
ence in Puerto Rico. Yes, that's right - September 16-18, 2016. Don't miss it, 
more to come on that!  
 
On behalf of the Board and the leadership of your SGAUS, I invite you to let 
us know how we can better serve you and join us in crafting the future.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BG(PR) Carlos  M. Martinez 
President 
State Guard Association of the United States 
 

 

Coming Soon! 

2016 

SGAUS Mid Year Meeting 
Sacramento 

23 April 
 

SGAUS Scholarship 

Suspense 30 April 

 

SGAUS Stipend 

Suspense 30 April 

 

SDF Times Input 

Suspense 30 April 

 

SDF Nationwide Comex 

25 June 

 

Annual Conference 

Puerto Rico 

16-18 September 

 

Chaplain Training 

16-17 September 

 

JAG  Training 

16-17 September 

 



AK 
Alaska State Defense Force activates signal detachment in Bethel 

Brig. Gen. (Alaska) 
Roger Holl, command-
er of the Alaska State 
Defense Force, speaks 
at a stand-up ceremo-
ny establishing the 
Bethel-based ASDF 
unit during an open 
house event at the 
Bethel armory on Jan. 
14. The open house 
served the residents 
of Bethel with a 
barbeque, Alaska Ar-

my National Guard and Alaska State Defense Force recruiting, and informative ser-
vice booths on family and veterans programs.  

Service members from the Alaska Army National Guard gathered alongside commu-
nity members to witness the activation of the Alaska State Defense Force’s newest 
unit, the 2nd Signal Detachment, at a ceremony held at the AKARNG armory in 
Bethel, Jan. 14. 
 
Under the 49th Brigade, the 2nd Signal Detachment will provide satellite communi-
cations from Bethel to the Joint Operations Center on Joint Base Elmendorf-
Richardson.  
 
“The Walker-Mallott administration has done a great thing by opening up rural Alas-
ka to the Alaska State Defense Force,” explained Brig. Gen. Roger Holl, commander 
of the ASDF. “We can augment the Alaska National Guard in their mission and pro-
vide education, training and personal fulfillment through military service for the lo-
cal residents.” 

 
Since 1984, the primary role of the all-volunteer state defense force has been to 
augment and support the Alaska National Guard.  
 
“Even if the National Guard is mobilized, there would be someone here, always,” 
said Holl.  
 
Holl explained that this new unit will enlarge the footprint of military service in the 
region and afford the opportunity for its people to serve and protect their home.  



AK 
Alaska State Defense Force activates signal detachment in Bethel Cont. 

The National Guard armory is home to the Bethel-based unit, Bravo Company, 1st 

Battalion, 143rd Infantry Regiment (Airborne). 

 

“We are opening our doors and welcoming another unit to share this facility with 

us,” said Capt. Walter Hotch-Hill, commander of B Co., 1-143rd, Inf. Airborne. “We 

are happy to have them here and look forward to working together in our future 

endeavors to support Bethel, western Alaska and the state of Alaska.” 

 

At the conclusion of the event, applications to join the ASDF were taken by former 

Guardsmen, veterans and even community members with no military affiliation.  

 

“There is a synergy going here among the people of Bethel to join the Alaska State 

Defense Force,” said Holl. “I hope this new unit will add to and help maintain the 

great military tradition of western Alaska and the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta region. 

Deadlines for Items Needing Board Consideration 

Suspense: 15 July  2016  

Guidelines: 

1. No more than one page. 

2. Must be  present. 

3. Must be active/current SGAUS member. 

Format: Items not submitted by the suspense  and format below will 

not be considered. 

 Subject: 

 Presenter: 

 Issue: 

 Points of concern: (bullets, narratives not accepted) 

 Recommendation (s): 



AK 
Alaska National Guard convoy visits Napaskiak with Alaska State Defense 

Force  

NAPASKIAK – A contingent of camouflaged National Guard members and top lead-
ers – including the nation’s top Army Guard general -- are trying to make a mark this 
week in Southwestern Alaska as the state works to resurrect a rural military force. 

Snow was blowing as they traveled Tuesday on the frozen Kuskokwim River from 
Bethel to Napaskiak in a convoy of tracked military rigs, SUSVs, or small unit support 
vehicles. They met with village residents and showed Lt. Gen. Timothy Kadavy, the 
Arlington, Virginia, based director of the Army National Guard, a quick glimpse of 
life in village Alaska. 

“This is the best I’ve ever heard,” said Sgt. Joseph Sallaffie, one of just three full-
time Army Guard members – counting one on temporary assignment -- who work 
out of the Bethel’s oversized guard armory. The still-pristine building near the air-
port was a product of such advance planning that by the time it opened in 2011, it 
no was longer needed. Sallaffie was beyond excited at the possibility of boosting 
long-diminished rural numbers. 

In Napaskiak, about 7 miles south of Bethel on the ice road, school was out of ses-
sion because of Slavic, the Orthodox Christian Christmas celebration that absorbs 
many Yup’ik villages each January with a week of prayers, feasts and carols. But 
bleachers in the small school gymnasium — which the National Guard rented for 
the occasion — soon filled with residents, including families of former guard mem-
bers from the village who were being honored anew. One 11-year-old boy said 
afterward he already wanted a military career, maybe in special forces.  

Brig. Gen. Laurie Hummel, the adjutant general of the Alaska National Guard and 
part of Gov. Bill Walker’s Cabinet, told the crowd the state wants to restore what 
was once a vital backbone in rural Alaska — but for now it will sidestep the guard’s 
hard-to-meet standards. 



AK 
Alaska National Guard convoy visits Napaskiak with Alaska State Defense 

Force Cont. 

Instead, she said, the state wants to reshape the state militia and install it across the 
Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta with locals getting the benefit of training that could translate 
into regular jobs. The state also is examining whether the guard itself can be revital-
ized in the Bush, even as it is slowly scaling back around the country. 

She was backed by Kadavy, who said the national organization wants to see what is 
possible. 

“We don’t want to make them less,” he said this week in Bethel. “But we want to be 
inclusive.” 

A lost tradition 
The Alaska Army National Guard used to draw hundreds of rural Alaskans with in-
tense training, part-time paychecks and a chance to develop as village leaders. 

“It helped them stay where they came from and be part of their growth and the or-
ganization and development of those areas,” said Rick Halford, a former state Senate 
president who put attention on the guard issue in 2014 when he co-chaired Walker’s 
transition team. 

“All the older gentlemen would turn green once a month,” joked Orthodox priest Elia 
Larson, a former Marine who grew up in Napaskiak and now is pastor of St. Sophia 
Church in Bethel. 

In the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta, 600 to 700 guard members used to train during 
monthly drill weekends. Kotzebue and Nome had big forces, too. Now the Yukon-
Kuskokwim Delta is down to 40 guard members. A battalion that includes the Yukon-
Kuskokwim Delta’s airborne unit is being reconfigured into an infantry battalion. The 
unit will make its last jump Thursday morning on the tundra at Bethel’s edge, guard 
leaders said. 

Prestatehood, the Alaska Territorial Guard — known as the Eskimo Scouts — helped 
protect the homeland in World War II through about 6,400 volunteers in village-
based units. 

“It was almost two generations ago,” Hummel said in an interview. “Communities 
have lost that tradition.” 

Rural enlistment began to spiral down as the lure faded, guard leadership weakened 
and military standards blocked many from a chance at a guard career. 

Alaska Army Guard force size has dropped from a peak of about 2,700 in the early 
1990s to just over 1,800, with most of those members in urban centers, not villages 
like in the old days, said Command Sgt. Maj. Richard Hildreth, the Alaska National 
Guard’s senior noncommissioned officer, who used to work in Bethel and is helping 
with what the Walker team calls “rural engagement.” In Napaskiak, he was greeted 
with hugs and handshakes from old friends. 



AK 
Alaska National Guard convoy visits Napaskiak with Alaska State Defense 

Force Cont. 

Most of Alaska’s 100 or so armories were shuttered or turned over to government 
and tribal entities for offices, gyms or community buildings. Only 17 are still oper-
ating, Hummel said. The state wants to repurpose vacant armories, she said. 

Rural leaders including Myron Naneng, head of the Association of Village Council 
Presidents, have been asking to bring the guard back. 

Walker is proposing a rural military initiative centered in Bethel. He is asking the 
Legislature for $2.3 million the first year. 

At least at the start, it would bypass the guard and its standards, including a re-
quirement for a high school diploma. Before a waiver for Alaska ended around 
2007, rural residents who were enrolled tribal members could get into the guard 
with a ninth-grade education, Hildreth said. 

Other requirements also keep rural Alaskans out, Hummel said. Some people can’t 
pass hearing tests, in part because of childhoods spent around snowmachines and 
four-wheelers, she said. Guard travel rules say members must pay their way to 
weekend drills, which can cost village residents more than the weekend’s pay, she 
said. 

The money problem 
Two key legislators said the idea is a good one but will be challenging to pull off 
this year with the state budget squeezed hard by diminished oil revenues. 

“I’m open to discussion because it helps the rural communities in many ways and it 
extends the training potential, the job potential,” said state Rep. John Coghill, R-
North Pole, the incoming chairman of the joint House-Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee, and a former Air Force enlistee. 

State Rep. Bob Herron, D-Bethel, chairman of the House Military and Veterans’ 
Affairs Special Committee and a former Marine, said a military program could de-
velop good role models in the Y-K Delta, which suffers from deep traumas that ma-
terialize in alcoholism, sexual abuse and domestic violence. 

But, Coghill noted, “anything that costs us money this year, we have to find the 
money from someplace else.” 

The governor’s proposal would reshape the little-known volunteer state militia, the 
Alaska State Defense Force, which runs on state money. The defense force current-
ly has 86 members, none from the Bush. 

The Walker administration is proposing to turn it into something that functions 
more like the National Guard, with regular drills, part-time pay and training that 
could be in conjunction with the guard proper. The budget request says “a cadre of 
rural leaders must be developed to help grow engagement off the road system and 
bridge the gap to Guard expansion.” 



AK 
Alaska National Guard convoy visits Napaskiak with Alaska State Defense 

Force Cont. 

A battalion would be established over three to five years with an 81-member head-
quarters in Bethel and three 77-person companies, made up of four-to-five person 
scout teams across the Y-K Delta, under the plan. 

Lt. Col. John James, director of operations for the Alaska State Defense Force, said a 
signal detachment will be established to specialize in communications. 

If normal channels between Bethel and the outside world were severed, the militia 
could use military communications to connect with Joint Base Elmendorf-
Richardson, James said. Those technical and leadership skills could also help militia 
members get regular jobs, he said. 

Unlike with the guard, militia units remain under the governor’s control and aren’t 
federalized and deployed in war. In the 2000s, village residents — some of whom 
had never before left Alaska — were called up and sent to Iraq, Afghanistan and Ku-
wait for year-long tours that took them away from home duties as hunters and fish-
ermen. That was hard on village residents, Sallaffie said. 

The state also wouldn’t be bound by Alaska National Guard standards and could in-
stead consider each applicant individually, James said. While the organization gener-
ally requires a high school diploma, there’s room for flexibility, he said. 

The Alaska guard has been bringing up national leaders -- including a doctor who 
looked into the hearing issue -- to show how different the state is. 

In Napaskiak, guard members were invited into the home of Martha and Jimmy Evan 
for a Slavic feast. They ate chicken soup and fluffy rolls, cake and akutaq, or Eskimo 
ice cream made with sugar, berries and Crisco. In the gym, the Rev. Vasily Fisher, 
priest of St. James Parish in Napaskiak, said prayers in memory of soldiers who had 
died, and to keep others safe. 

This weekend, the Alaska National Guard plans to man checkpoints for the Kusko-
kwim 300, the sled dog race that draws top mushers and is a big event in the region. 

Kadavy said he was impressed by the commitment of the people in Napaskiak. Hum-
mel will lead the direction of the guard in rural Alaska, but it’s clear that specialties 
like an armored unit with tanks or a cyberunit that needs reliable Internet, wouldn’t 
be a good fit, Kadavy said. Other roles, he said, could again mesh Bush Alaska with 
the guard, such as logistics or water purification. 

By midafternoon, the wind had died down, and the snow had stopped falling. Two 
guard Blackhawk helicopters, one based in Bethel and the other in Nome, landed on 
the ice at Napaskiak’s edge to bring the contingent back to Bethel. Village residents 
came by snowmachine and four-wheeler to watch. 



2016 Annual Conference 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 

 

 

 

 

 

September 16-18 
Mark your calendars, this promises to be one of the best 

conferences yet! The business agenda will make it a very 

rewarding experience for our members and leaders. Then 

there is the venue… well… what can I say, Puerto  

Rico and its warm sandy beaches. Our President, BG 

Martinez, is promising us an event we won’t forget!  

See you all there! 



Georgia State Defense Force Soldiers Support Hurricane Relief Efforts 
By SPC Michael Hartsell, GSDF,  mike.hartsell@gasdf.us and PV2 Michael Chapman, GSDF, 
michael.chapman@gasdf.us   

GA Fort Gordon, Augusta, Georgia, October 4, 2015 – Thirty-six Georgia State Defense 
Force (GSDF) Soldiers were recently activated to support hurricane relief efforts 
near Augusta, Georgia. Hurricane Joaquin had been relentlessly pounding the east-
ern United States for several days; as a result, numerous areas experienced severe 
flooding. 
 
GSDF Soldiers, working alongside Georgia Army National Guard (GAARNG) Soldiers, 
filled 8,000 sandbags and loaded them onto eight flatbed trailers. The sandbags 
were used to create a water buffer to control flooding in Georgia, North Carolina, 
and South Carolina. Total over 100 Soldiers from GSDF and GAARNG (810th Engi-
neer Company and 278th Military Police Company) supported the relief activities. 
The Fort Stewart Youth Challenge Academy sent cadets from their 2nd Battalion to 
help, as well. Col. William Bryant, Commander of 1st Brigade, GSDF, said, “It’s great 
to see our Soldiers work hand-in-hand with the Guard to support the citizens of 
Georgia and South Carolina.” 
 

A Georgia State Defense Force Soldier hands a 

sandbag to a Georgia Army National Guard Soldier 

during hurricane relief activities near Augusta, 

Georgia. 

(Georgia State Defense Force photo by Chief War-

rant Officer 2 W. Kevin Ward, 1BDE, AS3.) 

Georgia Army National Guard and Georgia State 

Defense Force Soldiers move sandbags from a 

backhoe loader to a flatbed truck during hurri-

cane relief operations near Augusta, Georgia. 

Georgia Army National Guard and Georgia State 

Defense Force Soldiers fill and load sandbags during 

hurricane relief activities near Augusta, Georgia. 

(Georgia State Defense Force photo by Chief Warrant 

Officer 2 W. Kevin Ward, 1BDE, AS3.) 



Georgia State Defense Force Soldiers Support Georgia State Marksman-
ship Clinic 
By 2nd LT Ted Burzynski  ted.burzynski@gasdf.us 

GA Ft Stewart, Georgia, August 21-28, 2015 – Soldiers of the Georgia Army National 

Guard and Georgia Air National Guard (GAARNG), and Georgia State Defense Force 

(GSDF), participated in an eight-day State-wide Marksmanship Clinic. 

This clinic was the first ever held by the Georgia Army National Guard. The goal of 
this clinic was to provide a venue for Georgia Guard personnel to improve their 
marksmanship skills. 
For eight days, instructors led by SFC Jakob Raven of the Georgia Garrison Training 
Center (GGTC), GAARNG worked to improve soldier‘s basic marksmanship skills 
across a wide array of weapons and techniques. These ranged from pistols, rifles, 
shotguns to crew-served weapons. 
Fifteen Soldiers from the Georgia State defense Force led by Major Don Lankford, 
Executive Officer, 5thBrigade assisted in the marksmanship clinic. Georgia State De-
fense Force Soldiers served as range safety officers, coaches and support personnel 
on the ranges; manning ammo points, cleaning weapons and scoring targets. 

SGT Christopher Lowry (GSDF) coaches Geor-

gia National Guard soldier on the M249 Ma-

chine Gun. Photo by SPC Sandra Ibarra 

State Defense Force Soldiers field strip and 
clean M249 Machine Guns. 
Pictured left to right: CPT David Bignaught, 
SGT Christopher Lowry, WO1 Howard Seay, 
SPC Jon Van Holm, SSG Cindy Dunlap. Photo 
by PV2 Bernard Cameron  



Georgia State Defense Force: Search and Rescue Mission Accomplished 
By SGT Lisa Kennedy, lisa.kennedy@gasdf.us 

GA 

Soldiers from four different units of the Georgia State Defense Force worked together 

as a team during a successful Search and Rescue Mission. GSDF Photo by Major Her-

bert Jones. 

LOGANVILLE, GA, December 5, 2015–Soldiers from four different units of the Geor-
gia State Defense Force worked together as a team during a successful search for a 
missing person. 

On Saturday, December 5, 2015, nineteen Georgia State Defense Force (GSDF) Sol-
diers were called in to ramp up a Search and Rescue (SAR) operation for a 90 year-
old person, who had been missing for several hours in Loganville, Ga.  In addition to 
more than a dozen Gwinnett County Police Department (GCPD) officers and investi-
gators, the victim’s family and a GCPD helicopter joined in the search both Friday 
evening and Saturday morning.  

The call for the GSDF came in just after 2:00 am on the 5th of December. Loganville 
falls within the Area of Operation of the Third Battalion/First Brigade of the GSDF 
and so the 3rd Brigade became the "lead" for this mission. 

First on scene, 1SG Doug Ford from Third Battalion/First Brigade, received an over-
view of the mission from GCPD.  After going over the aerial photos, Major Bob 
Pence (Commanding Officer of the 3rd Battalion/First Brigade) and 1SG Ford, as 
NCOIC, sent the first team out. “We swept around to the right in order to cover ad-
ditional ground on our way back to the MOC,” stated 1SGT Ford. “While this team 
did not find the subject, we did eliminate a large amount of area and could be as-
sured that the subject had not come in this area or direction”. As the teams were 
searching, Major Pence and 1SG Ford deployed to the area that had been searched 
the night before. 



GA 
Georgia State Defense Force: Search and Rescue Mission Accomplished 
Cont. 
By SGT Lisa Kennedy, lisa.kennedy@gasdf.us 

At just a little after 10:00 a.m., 1SGT Ford discovered the subject laying in the fetal 
position, her feet cut up by thorns. He looked for signs of life and she moved slightly 
and moved her eyelids. Ford called to Major Pence to notify the MOC and within 
minutes of being found the patient was transported by emergency first responders 
to a local hospital for observation. The victim was found almost directly behind her 
home and about 50 yards away.  

Because of the training standard throughout the GSDF, Soldiers were able to come 
together and work as a cohesive team.  “Search and Rescue Specialist II” tabbed Sol-
diers effectively led teams and all troops displayed sufficient skills to provide effec-
tive SAR operations. GSDF Soldiers have undergone intensive training in search tech-
niques, land navigation, tracking and other aspects of SAR based on military stand-
ard. 

As a component of the Georgia Department of Defense, the mission of the GSDF is to 
provide an organized, trained, disciplined, rapid response volunteer force to assist 
state and local government agencies and civil relief organizations during emergen-
cies to ensure the welfare and safety of Georgia citizens. 

 

Suggesting a hasty team return to 

a wooded area behind the victims 

home, Major Bob Pence played 

an instrumental role in the mis-

sion person recovery. GSDF Photo 

by PFC Robert Collom. 

1SGT Doug Ford spotted the mis-

sion person, barely breathing but 

alive, near her Loganville home. 

GSDF Photo by PFC Robert Collom. 



Georgia SDF Soldiers are recognized by Georgia DoD CSM Philip Stringfield 
By COL Eddie Williams, GSDF, eddie.williams@gasdf.us 

GA 

GSDF Soldiers pictured are: COL Eddie Williams (Cdr, 76th SPT BDE), CSM Alan Holmes (CSM, 

132nd MED Bn), 1SG Robert Damaschke (NCOIC, GSDF FHG and Acting CSM 911th SPT BDE), 

MSG Eddie Gillham (NCOIC, HQ, GSDF G3), SFC John Derucki (SLC Commandant, HQ, GSDF). 

Also involved but not pictured are CPT Scott Thompson (TRADOC, GSDF), and CPL Melanie 

Dallas (IET Instructor, TRADOC).   Photo courtesy of Qwynn Galloway-Salazar, GA DoD. 

At the GAARNG Oglethorpe Armory, Conley, Georgia, August 19, 2015 – Select GSDF 
Officers or NCOs, with prior military service, were recognized for volunteering their 
time to conduct numerous full-day detailed presentations on U.S. Military culture 
and deployment cycles to Georgia based therapists and psychologists. The program 
was established to educate clinicians so they can help support military service mem-
bers and families before, during, and post deployment. 
The program called the STAR Behavioral Health Providers, addresses the need for 
qualified, civilian behavioral health providers who understand military issues, and is 
a collaboration between the GAARNG, National Guard Bureau’s Psychological Health 
Program, Military Family Research Institute, GA Department of Behavioral Health 
(DBHDD), Center for Deployment Psychology,  Georgia State Defense Force (GSDF), 
and Emory University. It was established about two years ago as a training, dissemi-
nation, and referral system aimed at expanding access to trained behavioral health 
providers for service members, veterans and their families. 
At the GAARNG Oglethorpe Armory, CSM Stringfield, the Senior Enlisted Advisor, 

GADOD and State CSM, GAARNG, presented GAARNG Challenge coins to the GSDF 

Soldiers and acknowledged their assistance and dedication toward helping service 

members, veterans, and their families. 



Members, 

I was honored and humbled to be selected the 2015-2016 Association Com-
mand Sergeant Major at the National Convention in Baltimore in October. 

I look forward to working with BG Martinez this coming year to keep SGAUS 
moving in the right direction. My job is to advise him on enlisted issues that 
affect the troops of SGAUS. I look forward to the input of the enlisted voice. 
I believe we can improve SGAUS, but I will need input from our members. 

I am also looking forward to the updated web site and training tab for 2016. 
We will be posting some online courses with more to follow. Our goal is to 
standardize the State Defense Forces and to make this training readily avail-
able to all of our members. 

I would like to personally invite all of our members to attend the Annual 
Conference in 2016. It will be held in beautiful Puerto Rico. Over the years, I 
have attended several of these conferences. You will definitely be able to 
take home some best practices of State Defense Forces, see what other 
State Defense Forces across the United States and Puerto Rico are doing, 
make new friends, and have some fun. 

I challenge and encourage all of the members of SGAUS to recruit more 
members to this organization. My goal is to help more of our enlisted sol-
diers in our own State Defense Forces. This goal is made easier with a more 
robust membership of ideas and leadership. 

I am very proud to serve as your Command Sergeant Major. I want to thank 
each of you for your service. 

Very Respectfully 

CSM Mark Freeman 

 

Message from the Command Sergeant Major 
CSM Mark Freeman 



IN 
Indiana Guard Reserve tackles multiple missions to finish 2015 

Demand for the Indiana Guard Reserve’s services did not fall during the fall 
season - far from it.  Guard Reservists accepted new responsibilities and kept busy 
with current commitments. 

Building a hospital… STAT! 

At annual training, the IGR teamed up with the Indiana State Department of 
Health to set-up and test a new mobile hospital.  During an emergency, this new 
medical center on wheels could be set up anywhere in the state in just a couple of 
hours.  Now, the IGR is prepared to assist by putting it together, operating it, and 
tearing it down.  Maj. Gen. Bruce Bowers, the IGR commanding general, says it’s a 
perfect partnership. 

“The importance of this is that the Indiana State Department of Health does 
not have enough people to put it up and the IGR needs more equipment for our 
medical people.  So by working together, the state of Indiana comes out ahead,” 
Bowers said.  “We can supply manpower and they can supply the equipment need-
ed to help the citizens of Indiana in an emergency.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you hear me now? 

The IGR also tuned-up its communication skills by participating in a nation-
wide exercise with SGAUS and other state defense forces.  As part of its Nov. 7 drill 
at the Leesburg, Ind. Fire Station, First Brigade set-up radio equipment for the na-
tionwide COMMEX.  The purpose of the COMMEX was to establish high frequency 
communications with other state defense forces across the nation.   

At 9:30 a.m., communication was established with the Virginia Defense 
Force net control.  They were also able to monitor check-ins for South Carolina, 
New York, Indiana, West Virginia, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Michigan state 
defense forces.   

 



IN Saying thanks to 
Hoosiers from Hoosiers 

Guard Reservists also 
worked hard providing color 
guard and other ceremonial 
activities across the state.  
The IGR is especially busy 
around holidays such as Vet-
erans Day, Independence Day 
and Memorial Day.  But the 
IGR also serves at other 
events such as honor flights, 
dedications and parades.  
Command Sgt. Maj. Paul Clark organizes and leads many of the events.  At one cere-
mony this Veterans Day, Clark offered his condolences to Emily Ammerman, the 
widow of Staff Sgt. Matthew Ryan Ammerman, 29.  He died in Afghanistan on Dec. 
3, 2014. Clark says it is important for the IGR and all Hoosiers to remember those 
who have served.  

“It is our way of being able to say thank you and recognize those in uniform, 
if they are still alive or if they’ve gone on,” Clark said.  “We can’t forget to say thank 
you and pay honor and respect to veterans through the flag; we cannot forget their 
service.” 

The IGR plans to continue serving Hoosiers during the new year.  The Guard 
Reserve’s signature events, including the Indianapolis 500 Festival Mini-Marathon, 
Memorial Service and Parade are just a few, short months away. 

Indiana Guard Reserve tackles multiple missions to finish 2015 Cont. 

Have an article for the SGAUS Times? 

Suspense for the next edition of the SDF times is 30 April 2016.  If you 
have an article please submit your article to kenneth.takasaki@sgaus.org 

  

Here are the guidelines: 

1.  No more than 2 pages double spaced in Microsoft Word only.  PDF 
documents will be returned. 

2.  Pictures with captions.  Low resolution photos are not recommended 
and may not be used. 

3.  Author information to include all contact information. 

4.  Approved by your SDF Commander 



IN 
Past Commander of Indiana Guard Reserve, Maj. Gen. (Ret) F. Barry Green, and a 

member of State Guard Association of the United States, was recently selected as 

the National Military Outreach Volunteer of the Year by Employer Support of Guard 

and Reserve (ESGR), a branch under the Department of Defense. The award was 

presented by ESGR National Chair Paul E. Mock. 

Green was recognized for his long-term commitment and dedication in volunteering 

on a full-time basis to the ESGR, supporting Camp Atterbury Joint Maneuver Training 

Center, Indiana, as a mobilization station since his retirement from the military. He 

has volunteered more than 11,000 hours and drove almost 100,000 miles to and 

from Camp Atterbury during the period from 2002 to 2013. Over these eleven years, 

he provided support to 145,000 service personnel who came through Camp Atter-

bury. He assisted the Yellow Ribbon Program in helping educate hundreds of service 

families about their benefits.   

For his involvement, he also received the Indiana ESGR Volunteer of the Year Award 

in 2014 for assisting in briefing more than 18,000 service members during the mobi-

lization/de-mobilization phases.  In addition to this award, he has received the ESGR 

Above and Beyond Award, ESGR Lifetime Achievement Award, The President Volun-

teer Service Award and is the recipient of the Maj. Gen. Robert D. Moorehead Re-

tired Military Service Award which is given by the Indianapolis Veterans Day Council. 

He and his wife Harriet recently traveled to Alexandria, Va.,  for a tour of the Penta-

gon and then on to receive the National ESGR Military Outreach Volunteer of the 

Year Award for his significant impact in providing service to the men and woman in 

the military reserve components. 

He retired as a colonel after 41 years in the Army National Guard. He then joined the 

Indiana Guard Reserve, retiring recently as the commanding general after serving 17 

years for a total of 58 years of continuous service in uniform. 

 

Retired IGR Commander wins ESGR National Military Outreach Volunteer 

of the Year Award 



JAG Conference & Training 
 

 

This event will be concurrent with the SGAUS 

Annual Conference event in Rio Grande, Puerto 

Rico. We are still in the planning stages so as 

we solidify the plan, we’ll share it with you and 

update the information in this notice.  Registra-

tion is for attorney’s only.  If interested in attending or supporting this 

training, please contact the SGAUS JAG Chair, 1LT(TX) Ernesto Garcia at 

ernesto.garcia@txsg.state.tx.us 

Chaplain Conference & Training 
 

 

This event will be concurrent with the SGAUS Annual 
Conference event in Rio Grande, Puerto Rico.  We are still 
in the planning stages so as we solidify the plan, we’ll 
share it with you and update the information in this no-
tice.  Registration is for Chaplains only.  If interested in 
attending or supporting this training, please contact the 
SGAUS Chaplain, CH(COL-TN) Bob Palmer at 
palmersintn@comcast.net 

mailto:palmersintn@comcast.net


Judge Advocate Program Attendees Endorse Training For Providing  Valuable 

Legal Education 

By by:  1LT (TX) Ernest C. Garcia 

 
During the UCMJ portion of 
the training, panel members 
CPT (TX) Michael R. Parker 
(standing) and  CPT (IN) 
Aravon McCalla and LTC 
(IN) Gary Miller (l to r seat-
ed) provide direction to the 
attendees. 
 

 
HANOVER, MD. –  Planning 
for the SGAUS Judge Advo-
cate Training Program start-
ed in late 2014.  The plan-
ning committee consisted 

of:  COL (SC) William Floyd, LTC (GA) Peter Catlin, LTC (CA) Timothy Ingram, LTC 
(MD) Rachel McGuckian, CPT (TX) Michael R. Parker and 1LT (TX) Ernesto C. Garcia. 
 
The efforts of the planning committee, along with those of several presenters, re-
sulted in the first ever SGAUS Judge Advocate Training Program, specifically de-
signed for state defense force attorneys.  The program was held in Hanover, Mary-
land on 30 October 2015, in conjunction with the SGAUS Annual Convention. 
 
There were over 40 attorney registrants, representing 13 different state defense 
forces throughout our nation.  Special guest speakers included:  COL Michael H. 
Noyes - Chief, Office of Complex Investigations, National Guard Bureau Office of 
the Chief Counsel; Hon. Frederic N. Smalkin retired Chief Judge U.S. District Court 
for the District of Maryland; Professor Markus Rauschecker Cyber Security Pro-
gram Manager and Professor Christopher Webster Senior Law and Policy Analyst 
both from the University of Maryland Center for Health and Homeland Security. 
 
SGAUS President (2014-2015) Roger E. Holl, deemed the training program a great 
success.  However, the biggest endorsement came from the attorneys who regis-
tered and attended the program.  Attendee evaluations included such comments 
as: “1st rate CLE”, “all presenters did an excellent job”, “every presentation added 
value”, the “interaction with JAGS from other states was invaluable” and the 
“opportunity for give and take with participants was very valuable”, “very useful 
information”, “jam-packed with exciting legal information”, “worth every minute 
and costs to attend”. 
   
Should anyone wish to contribute to future SGAUS Judge Advocate Training Pro-
grams, they should contact  1LT (TX) Ernesto C. Garcia at  
ernesto.garcia@txsg.state.tx.us.  
 
 

mailto:ernesto.garcia@txsg.state.tx.us


NY 
Fourteen Years Later, New York Guard Remembers 9/11 
Story by Colonel Glenn Marchi, 12th RTI, NYG- Photos by Captain Mark Getman, NYG PAO 

CORTLANDT MANOR, NEW YORK.-  Before the start of their monthly training, on 
September 12th  2015, soldiers from New York Guard Headquarters, 244th Medical 
Command, 56th Brigade and 12th RTI paid tribute to honor and remember the nearly 
3,000 men and women lost on September 11, 2001. The remembrance was held at 
Camp Smith Training Site. A September 11th,  Never Forget Flag was presented to 
Brigadier General Stephen Bucaria, Commander, New York Guard by Colonel Glenn 
Marchi, Commander of the 12th Regimental Training Institute, (RTI) New York Guard.  
COL Marchi was a first responder to the World Trade Center attack and was present-
ed the 9/11 Flag from the 42nd Infantry Division (ID) when he deployed to Iraq as a 
Battalion Commander for the 642nd Aviation Support Battalion, 42nd ID in 2004.   
 
BG Stephen Bucaria, Commander of the New York Guard, shared the followings re-

marks, to the formation of New York Guard troop, “It was a day that has dramatically 

changed America forever. The New York Guard served with honor and distinction in 

conducting essential emergency response tasks for the State of New York.”  

As part of the remembrance ceremony, the New York Guard Chief of Chaplain, Major 

(CH) Sean P. Gardner offered a prayer of remembrance, and a moment of silence to 

remember those whose lives were lost during 9/11.  

 

The New York Guard was mobilized by Governor 
George Pataki immediately after the attack on the 
World Trade Center on 9/11.  Over 400 NYG soldiers 
were activated and served on Operation Trade Center.  
The 88th Brigade augmented the NY Army National 
Guard in NYC at Ground Zero.  The 14th Brigade, 56th 
Brigade, 10th Brigade and 65th Brigade were deployed 
to operate warehouses in Poughkeepsie, Thiells, Camp 
Smith, and Long Island for the supplies that were 
pouring into Ground Zero to support the recovery op-
eration.  NYG soldiers were also deployed as part of 
the force protection teams that secured the NY Divi-
sion of Military Affairs sites and armories in the re-
gion.  New York Guard soldiers were on duty from 
9/11 through the end of the 2001 and into 2002.   
 
The ceremony included the playing of G-d Bless Ameri-
ca, by the 89th New York Guard Band, Amazing Grace 
on Bag Pipes by LTC John Grant, and concluded with the playing of TAPS by SSG Jo-
seph Baldanza, from the 89th New York Guard Band.  



NY 
Fourteen Years Later, New York Guard Remembers 9/11 
Story by Colonel Glenn Marchi, 12th RTI, NYG- Photos by Captain Mark Getman, NYG PAO 

9/12/15.  Camp Smith Training Site, Cortlandt Manor, NY.  BG Stephen Bucaria, with Ser-

vice Members of New York Guard, unveil the 9/11 Flag and vowed to “Never Forget” the 

tragic events of September 11, 2001.   

 

 New York Guard Chief of Chaplain, Major (CH) Sean P. Gardner (far right) offered a prayer 



Unless you keep close track of obscure holidays and observances, you probably did-

n’t know that August is “What Will Be Your Legacy? Month.” Still, you might want 

to use this particular month as a useful reminder to take action on what could be 

one of your most important financial goals: leaving a meaningful legacy. A legacy 

isn’t simply a document or a bunch of numbers — it’s what you will be remem-

bered for, and what you have left behind that will be remembered. It’s essentially 

your chance to contribute positively to the future, whether that means providing 

financial resources for the next generation, helping those charitable organizations 

whose work you support, or a combination of both. To create your legacy, you’ll 

need to do some planning. And you can start by asking yourself a couple of key 

questions: What are your goals? When you think about leaving a legacy, what 

comes to mind? First and foremost, you may well want to leave enough money to 

help your own grown children meet their financial goals. After that, you probably 

have other things you’d like to accomplish. Perhaps you want to provide resources 

for your grandchildren to attend college? Or set up a scholarship at your own alma 

mater? Give financial support to a cultural, social, religious or scientific group? By 

thinking about your goals and putting them on paper, even in an informal sense, 

you’ll be taking the important first step in leaving the legacy you desire. How can 

you turn your goals into reality? If you don’t take some concrete steps, your legacy 

just won’t materialize. And the most important step you need to take is to create a 

comprehensive estate plan. Your estate plan can be quite involved, because it may 

involve several legal documents, such as a will, living trust, health care power of 

attorney, and so on. In creating these materials, you will need to work with your 

legal and tax advisors because estate planning is definitely not a “do-it-yourself” 

endeavor. You probably shouldn’t wait until you are deep into retirement to take 

action on your estate plan because developing the necessary documents and ar-

rangements can take a fair amount of time — and you’ll want to make these prepa-

rations when you’re in good mental and physical health. Also, the longer you wait 

to set up your estate plan, the less likely it will be that you’ve communicated your 

wishes clearly to your family members, who may end up unsure about what you 

want and what their roles are in carrying out your plans —and that’s an outcome 

you certainly don’t want to see. In fact, clear communications are essential to de-

veloping a successful estate plan. You should not only tell your family members — 

and anyone else affected by your estate plan — what you are thinking of doing but 

also inform them about the professionals with whom you are working and the loca-

tions in which you are storing any vital documents, such as your will. By identifying 

your goals, working with the appropriate professionals to  create an effective es-

tate plan, and communicating regularly with your family members and other “key 

players” in your life, you can go a long way toward leaving the legacy you desire. 

So, do what it takes to launch that legacy. 

Your Legacy is in Your Hands 
This article was written by Edward Jones 



NY 
New York City, NY – Over thirty five soldiers from the New York Guard assisted in 

the making, packing and sealing of food boxes on Monday November 23 2015 at 

the Jacob Javits Center, NYC. The New York Guard Soldiers volunteers, along with 

New York Army National Guard Soldiers, helped to prepare over 3000 food boxes 

as part of New York State’s Annual Thanksgiving Food donation drive which is 

sponsored by New York State Governor Andrew M. Cuomo’s office. The Governor 

participated in the food drive event, addressed the Soldiers and volunteers in 

attendance and before leaving posed with the Soldiers from the New York Guard 

and New York Army National Guard and thanked them for their service to the 

people of New York.  

New York Guard soldiers pose with New York Governor Andrew M Cuomo displaying one 

of the Food donation boxes they helped to prepare as part of the Governor’s Annual holi-

day Food Drive event.  Photo courtesy Kevin P. Coughlin/Office of the Governor 

New York Guard Soldiers work on sealing boxes as part of the 

Governor’s holiday meal donation event.  Over 3000 boxes 

were assembled and packed for distribution throughout the 

State.  – Photo by Captain Mark Getman, NYG 

 

 

 

 

 

New York Guard Soldiers stand in formation in the foreground, while New York State Gov-

ernor addresses the volunteers who assisted with the packing of holiday food boxes that 

were going to be distributed throughout the state  

New York Guard Soldiers Help to Prepare Thanksgiving Donations  

Story by Captain Mark Getman, NY Guard 



NY 
New York Guard Legal Support Help Deploying Airmen 
Photos by 2nd LT JOSEPH ANTHONY DEMPSEY, 56th Brigade, LSO Detachment  

STEWART NATIONAL GUARD AIR BASE, NEWBURGH, N.Y.-- On July 24 2015, 
over 10 New York Guard Soldiers from the New York Guard 56th Brigade 
and additional units participated in a Legal Services Operation, in support 
of a Yellow Ribbon Event for deploying Airmen of  the New York Air Nation-
al Guard and their families. 
 
Led by Maj. Steven Hartov, JAG officers Captains Brian Kanner and Captain 
Frederick Marasco, together with 1st Lieutenant Robert Ellis, Jr. and 
2nd Lieutenant Joseph Dempsey provided legal counsel, prepared wills and 
powers of attorney, and briefed soldiers on their legal rights as deploying 
military members. In addition to legal support, Chaplains from the New 
York guard provided Chaplain Services and support. 
 
"These Yellow Ribbon operations are a great way for the New York Guard 
to provide much needed assistance to soldiers deploying to some danger-
ous places. Worrying about legal problems facing you or your family back 
home needlessly adds to the stress of overseas deployments and takes fo-
cus away from the job at hand. We work to put soldier’s minds at ease so 
they can focus on the mission," 2nd Lieutenant Dempsey said. 
 
 
 

Soldiers from the New York Guard 56th Brigade, Legal Support Unit (R) help deploying New 
York Air National Guard service members with legal forms and documents during a Yellow 
Ribbon pre- deployment event.  



NY 
Middle Village, (Queens) NY – On Sunday November 8th 2015 over 50 sol-

diers from the New York Guard participated in marching in the Queens 

Veterans Day Parade, helping to honor Veterans from various conflicts for 

their military service. New York Guard Commander Brigadier General Ste-

phen Bucaria, served as the Grand Marshal for the parade. The soldiers par-

ticipating in the parade were from the New York Guard’s 88th Brigade, 14th 

Regiment based out of New York City and Long Island, 56th Brigade and 

Headquarters units based out of Camp Smith Training Site in Cortlandt 

Manor.  

 

New York Guard Com-

mander, Brigadier 

General Stephen Buc-

caria with NY Guard 

soldiers  

Leading the Queens 

Veterans Day Parade 

on November 8th 

2015  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New York Guard soldiers Marching during the Queens Veteran Day Parade on November 

8th 2015  

New York Guard commander and Troops  leads Veterans Day Parade 
Photos by Captain Mark Getman- New York Guard 



SGAUS Strategy Planning for 2016-2020          

MG(VA) Retired John D. Taylor 

Strategic Committee Chairman 

    To move forward as an organization to serve all members and provide member-

ship benefits; SGAUS established a strategic planning process in April, 2015 as the 

result of the new SGAUS President’s direction at the 2014 Annual Conference in Sep-

tember in Alaska. The SGAUS Executive Council centered all efforts on short, med, 

and long term benefits for the current and future membership. 

    This planning initiated the initial strategic analysis efforts at the 2015 Mid-Year 

Conference in April with senior level working groups on strengths, weaknesses, op-

portunities, and threats. The results along with a survey of senior members present 

were the start point for further analysis that included a general membership survey 

in June and July to gain input from the States. 

    The results of the two surveys became the foundation of the draft strategic plan 

that included the following: Vision, Priorities, Goals, Mission Objectives, Strengths, 

Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats, Survey Results; and Short, Mid, and Long Term 

Objectives. 

    At the Annual 2015 Conference in October, the Executive Council was briefed on 

the draft strategic plan for 2020 and approved five short term objectives as follows:  

-Facilitate new training courses for members in the States. 

-Expand the benefits of the On-Line Store to other areas for members. 

-Create a continuous SGAUS strategic level standing committee for opportunity ex-

ploration based on membership input. 

-Explore the possibility of retired ID cards for SGAUS members. 

-Explore insurance benefits for the membership. 

Also approved was the establishment of two committees. The first committee would 

continue analysis of eight mid and long term objectives. The eight objectives include 

the following areas:               

-Provide new and innovated training schools for members in the States. 

-Identify ways SGAUS can support State Chapters. 

-Expand membership benefits beyond current levels. 

-Improve existing MEMS, Chaplain, and JAG schools to benefit members as related 

to the Engineer school training. 

 



SGAUS Strategy Planning for 2016-2020  Cont.    

MG(VA) Retired John D. Taylor 

- Enhance the SGAUS awards programs for timely approval and recognition of indi-

viduals in the States. 

-Review the current membership dues structure for Officer and Enlisted ranks. 

-Work State CG recommendations on how SGAUS can become more relevant to 

the membership at all levels. 

-Enhance communication avenues with members to tell the SGAUS “story”.  

The second committee will be a standing committee for opportunity exploration 

based on membership input through their chain of command.  

     

The next step for the mid and long term objectives will be the approval of the 

eight areas at the 2016 Mid-Year meeting in April in California. The approved areas 

will be analyzed for possible execution from 2016-2020 to provide membership 

benefits. 

    

 The SGAUS strategic planning process is an on-going and continuous effort to pro-

vide membership benefits and will be based on membership input and Executive 

Council review every six months. Also included in the process will be a detailed 

briefing at the Annual Conference that will include a working group breakout with 

State representatives for individual input. 

     

SGAUS as a national organization exists to serve every member. This strategic 

planning process will be the foundation for our success in the future years. Your 

input and participation through your chain of command will ensure the organiza-

tion has valid and achievable objectives for the entire organization and for every 

member.  

 

 

 

 

MG(VA) Retired John D. Taylor 

 

 

  



OH CAMP RAVENNA, OHIO)      For the first time in its illustrious history, OHMR 4th 
CSSB, participated with elements of The Ohio and Pennsylvania Army and Air Na-
tional Guard and Reserve Units as well as civilian first responders, at Camp Raven-
na the week of 15 JUN 15.   

    Under the Operational Name of “Operatrion Guardian Shield,” a special focus 
event (SFE), twenty OHMR soldiers, selected from 1st BN and 2nd BN formed with 
Air and Army National Guard and Reserve Forces for several exercises over the 
course of the week.  Included were a simulated railroad derailment, a massive tor-
nado and wide area searches, complete with situational briefings and after action 
reviews. 

    Lieutneant Colonel James McCandles, Ohio Army National Guard (OHARNG), and 
CERT Team Coordinator, was interviewed and heaped praise upon all the troops 
who participated in the exercise.  OHMR soldiers conducted operations side by 
side with Reserve and National Guard forces, and were tasked with search and res-
cue duties, Points of Distribution set up and operation, distribution of food, water, 
clothing, planning and other simulated operational tasks. 

    First Lieutenant (OH) Brian Reeder, OHMR’s field commander for the SFE, partic-
ipated in the whole exercise and oversaw the outstanding deployment that was 
executed flawlessly.  OHARNG, Air and Army Reserve officers and troops were all 
impressed with the level of training and capability of 4th CSSB troops in the field 
exercise.  OHMR came prepared and lived up to our motto to deliver trained 
troops capable of responding when needed.   

     

 

OHMR’s MSG Jason 
Stinson leads a pa-
trol with elements 
of The Ohio National 
Guard Army and Air 
Force Reserves at 
Camp Ravenna in 
support of “Special 
Focus Event,” a 
week long joint forc-
es operation.   

Operation Guardian Shield “Special Focus Event” Deemed Huge Success.     

By 2LT James P. Trakas, Public Affairs Officer  



OH     George Brown, retired Howland Corners Fire Chief and Incident Team Manager, 
integrated civilian first responders as well as civilian volunteers who portrayed vic-
tims of the various disasters depicted in the exercise.  Having served for over 30 
years in this capacity, he too was impressed with the espirit de corps of OHMR 
troops, the level of skill and knowledge, and smooth working relationship of the 
various branches of the uniformed services that worked together seamlessly.   

    Senior officers present for the exercise included Lieutenant Colonel (OH) Debo-
rah Stephenson, Commander of OHMR’s 1st Battalion, and Major (OH) James 
Nowak, S3 Staff.   

     The twenty OHMR soldiers, platoon leaders, non- commissioned officers per-
formed their duties ably and now find their selves in the history books as the first 
State Guard unit to have participated in a formal joint force exercise with the mili-
tary forces of the State of Ohio and Pennsylvania.   

     Said Brigade Commander COL (OH) Wayne T. Woodall, “This exercise  signals 
additional confidence that Ohio’s Adjutant General has in the abilities of OHMR.  
Since 4th CSSB transition to a brigade with specific responsibility in disaster relief, it 
has been hoped that OHMR would be a deployable and reliable unit.  This Opera-
tion Special Focus Event only furthers this mission.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014-2015 Training Year NCO of The Year SGT Mike Malarky leads OHMR 1
st
 BN 

troops on a mission to discover wounded and ailing civilians in the “Special Focus 

Event,” the first ever opportunity for a large scale joint forces exercise featuring 

SDF, Federal Reserve Units, and local responders, Summer 2015.  

 

Operation Guardian Shield “Special Focus Event” Deemed Huge Success.     

By 2LT James P. Trakas, Public Affairs Officer  



OH     (TOLEDO AND COLUMBUS, OHIO) Ohio Military Reserve in conjunction with The 
Andersons Stores, an Ohio based retail chain, U.S. Navy Sea Cadets, Army ROTC 
Cadets from the University of Toledo, and Boy Scout Troop 87 conducted the 15th 
annual “Operation Respect” over the Veteran’s Day Holiday Weekend. 

     Operation Resepct  collects unserviceable American flags at The Andersons 
Stores in Toledo and Columbus for retirement and destruction as recommended in 
the Federal Flag Code. Collection is scheduled annually for Veterans Day. As a high-
ly visible event organized annually by  MAJ (OH) James M. Novak, Assistant S3.  
OHMR’s support helps promote visibility, patriotism, and public awareness of the 
State Guard. 

    “When we started Operation Respect after September 11, 2001, we had no idea 
how big and how positive this event would become,” stated MAJ Nowak, a Toledo, 
OH area resident who drills with Headquarters Company at Haurbrich Armory.  
“We thought this community service would only last a few years, but it has be-
come a cherished, annual tradition.”   

 

   Saturday 07NOV15 – SSG 
(OH) Paul Cherry & 1SG (OH) 
Toby Notestine fold a flag at 
the Talmadge Road Toledo An-
dersons Store. 

 

 

 

Since its inception, over 46,000 flags have been collected and properly retired.  
OHMR’s MAJ Nowak now deploys dozens of solders in multiple locations to handle 
the outpouring of interest in Operation Respect. “It’s gratifying when veterans, 
especially from World War II, share personal experiences with the young cadets 
and Scouts. ” said MAJ Nowak. 

     

Saturday 07NOV15 – 2LT (OH) Bill 
Martin & SPC (OH) Brandy Pollick as-
sist US Navy Sea Cadets at the 
Maumee Andersons Store. US Naval 
Reserve Lieut. Hazam Ghanbari ex-
plains protocols. 

Ohio Military Reserve Sponsors 15th Annual “Operation Respect” 

By 2LT James P. Trakas, Public Affairs Officer  



OH     “OHMR is proud to provide this community service,” commented COL (OH) 
Wayne T. Woodall, Brigade Commanding Officer.  “Our mission is to the people of 
Ohio, and by educating our citizens on proper flag ettiquite, we also bring proper 
respect to our uniform and our service.  This has turned into an outstanding event, 
anticipated by the public, and a tremendous opportunity to showcase OHMR’s 
commitment to community.”  

   One VFW Post dropped off 300 flags alone as part of the 2015 operation that 
yielded 2,800 flags.  Each flag is properly disposed of, its field honorably cut from 
the rest of the flag, and on 6 DEC 15, OHMR will conclude the ceremony with hon-
orable incinceration.  “We chose Pearl Harbor day for its visibility, and also to re-
member the fallen on a day when many flags, people, ships, airplanes were lost to 
begin America’s involvement in the catastrophic 2nd World War. This ceremony 
brings them to mind, as well as all those who have fought and died for these col-
ors, that never run,” offered MAJ Nowak. 

   OHMR encourages all State Defense Forces to consider a program such as this, 
and are glad to help organize a National Operation Respect.  “The flag stands for all 
that is right and just, when it is no longer in condition to fly and has served its high 
purpose, we are honored to provide proper protocol for its disposal,” concluded 
COL Woodall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 09NOV15 – MAJ (OH) Jim Nowak, 13ABC News Reporter Kelly Heidbreder 
and US Army MSG Johnny Fields during a live, TV broadcast.  

Ohio Military Reserve Sponsors 15th Annual “Operation Respect” 

By 2LT James P. Trakas, Public Affairs Officer  



Improved Members Service! 

 

Paper Applications are a thing of the past. All Memberships (New, Renewals, Chap-

ter and Individual) can be processed online through the SGAUS website.  

  All current members may also print their SGAUS membership card from the SGAUS 

website. Each member is assigned a login and a password when a renewal or new 

membership is processed online. 

To print your SGAUS membership card go to the SGAUS website click on “Log In”, 

enter your email address on file, enter your password. Its that Simple!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To retrieve your password click on “Lost your Password” and your password will be 

emailed to your email address on file.  Your login ID is the email address you used 

on your online application and/or renewal. 

 

 

http://sgaus.org/membership-account/membership-levels/


SC Members of the South Carolina State Guard in route to the 2015 annual 

 convention of the State Guard Association of the United States  in 

 Maryland.  Already in Maryland for the convention are senior members 

 of the South Carolina State Guard Engineering Command and members of 

 the elite South Carolina State Guard SPARTAN SAR team. 

South Carolina State Guard SPARTAN SAR team 

SDF Nationwide HF COMEX 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State Defense Force (SDF) Communications Exercise (COMEX) UNITED 
RESOLVE 2016 will be held on 25 and 26 June 2016.  This COMEX is 
open to all SDFs and is timed to coincide with the American Radio Re-
lay League’s (ARRL) Field Day.  SDFs wishing to participate should 
email LTC(VA) Rick Murdock at mmurd10690@aol.com  

mailto:mmurd10690@aol.com


SC 
South Carolina State Commander promoted to Major General 

Maj. Gen. Thomas S. Mullikin, commander of the S.C. State Guard 
(SCSG), received his second star during ceremonies at the historic 
Olympia Armory in Columbia, S.C., earlier this month. 
 
The promotion comes less than two months after the disastrous 
thousand-year flooding event that struck the Palmetto State in Oct. In 
that event, the SCSG (an all-volunteer state defense force) was recog-
nized as a vital organization in its support of the S.C. National Guard, 
the state's various law enforcement agencies and other state emer-

gency response entities.  
 
 "This 1000-year rainstorm - known as an ‘atmospheric river' and often referred to as a ‘fire-
hose' - was responsible for precipitation ranging to 27.15 inches over several days," says Mul-
likin. "But through the heroic actions of so many we were able to mitigate the disaster."   
 
 He adds, "The coordinated response of the S.C. State Guard and National Guard under the 
strong leadership of Maj. Gen. Robert Livingston (S.C.'s adjutant general) and Gov. Nikki Ha-
ley harnessed this spirit to sharply reduce the impact of this event." 
 
 In addition to his duties as SCSG commander, Mullikin is founder and pres. of the Mullikin 
Law Firm and Global Eco Adventures. He is an internationally recognized environmental 
attorney, author, lecturer, adjunct professor, global expedition leader, and former U.S. Army 
JAG lawyer (USAR) where his posts have included trial counsel and international legal officer 
to the 360th Civil Affairs Brigade (Airborne), followed by a stint with the S.C. Military Dept.'s 
Joint Services Det.  
 
 Among his military decorations - the U.S. Army Meritorious Service Medal, the Army 
Achievement Medal, the Global War on Terror Service Medal and several other federal and 
state decorations - Mullikin has earned military parachutist badges from several foreign air-
borne forces worldwide; and among his laurels, he was awarded the title, HONORARY GREEN 
BERET.  
 
 Maj. Gen. James E. Livingston, USMC (Ret.), MEDAL OF HONOR recipient, who attended the 
SCSG's Nov. Drill and recognized the extraordinary service of the SCSG during the flood, had 
previously said "Tom Mullikin, and those like him who have climbed many of the world's 
great summits, is a model of perseverance." 
 
 Another Gen. Livingston - Maj. Gen. Robert E. Livingston - who serves as the state's adjutant 
general and commanding general of the S.C. Military Dept. - promoted Mullikin, Dec. 5, 2015. 
 
 "To be sure, command of the State Guard brings with it a great responsibility that I hold dear 
not only to the men and women of this historic organization, but to the Adjutant General 
whom I serve, and the people of South Carolina," says Mullikin. "It is also a personal privilege 
in that the lives and work of these men and women - all from varying professions and many 
with extensive prior military experience - have intersected with - and blessed - my own in 
ways that are beyond adequate description. These volunteers have proven themselves more 
than able to handle every task put before them from the little-known ongoing services pro-
vided to the state, to the huge state-supporting efforts we all witnessed during the recent 
disastrous flooding." 
 
 The SCSG traces its lineage - as does the S.C. National Guard - to the state's First Provincial 
Militia founded in 1670. The S.C. Military Dept. includes the S.C. Army and Air National 
Guard, the Emergency Management Div., the SCSG and other elements. 



By way of introduction, my 

name is Bob Palmer and I will 

be serving as the SGAUS Chap-

lain for the 2016 calendar year. 

I serve as the command chap-

lain for the Tennessee State 

Guard. I am an ordained priest 

in the Episcopal Church. Having 

retired from General Motors 

Corporation after over 33 years 

of service, I now am self-

employed as a human re-

sources consultant. I hold a Doctor of Ministry degree in pastoral coun-

seling, a Masters degree in clinical counseling, a Bachelors degree in the 

management of human resources and I am board certified in pastoral 

counseling through the International Board of Christian Care. I have a 

combined 11 years of service in the Army Reserves and the New York 

National Guard.  I have been in the Tennessee State Guard since 2002.  

My goal for this coming year is to continue to assist all the State Guards/

Militias in growing their chaplain corps both in numbers and profession-

alism. Military chaplains provide a valuable service to the citizens of the 

states they serve – emotional and spiritual care in times of crisis. To that 

end, it is essential that all chaplains continue to gain new skills and 

sharpen existing skills.  

Please let me know if I can assist you in any way.  My email is:  

palmersintn@comcast.net   I look forward to serving as your SGAUS 

Chaplain.              

CH(COL) Robert Palmer, Command Chaplain-TNSG 

 

 

2016 SGAUS Chaplain 

By COL(CH) Palmer 

mailto:palmersintn@comcast.net


TN 
Senator Mark Norris (R), majority leader of the Tennessee Senate, rounded out the 

evening's festivities.  Norris spoke at length about the value of civic duty of Tennes-

seans, especially in these critical times where the nation's enemies are attacking 

the very idea of western civilization through acts of terrorism.  Norris addressed 

TNSG the night after terrorist attacks in Paris, France, and his remarks could not 

have been more timely or given to a more receptive audience.   

 

Senator Norris,  Mrs Norris and BG 

(NG) Baker.  BG Baker swearing in 

Senator Norris. 

 

 

 

 

 

Norris argued that that the United States of America is the first country born of En-

lightenment principles, remains the exceptional representative of these principles, 

and has the oldest and most highly regarded constitution espousing the values of 

the modern, civilized world.  Norris reminded the audience that events like the Par-

is terrorist attacks are the reason for the existence of the Tennessee State Guard, 

where the mission of the TNSG is to serve as Tennessee’s principal force when 

called upon by the Governor, as the Commander in Chief, within the boundaries of 

the state.  Norris argued that Americans must be vigilant in matters of national and 

state security, and he went on to argue that the Tennessee State Guard is one of 

the means by which our state, and our nation, is kept safe from these threats. 

"Indeed," noted Norris, "the civic duty performed by members of the Tennessee 

State Guard stands as an example for all Americans, and I thank you for your service 

to our State, and to our Nation."  Senator Norris then delighted the audience by 

taking the oath to become a member of the Tennessee State Guard, a moment that 

was celebrated by all attending with a standing ovation.  

State Senate Majority LEADER Mark Norris becomes member of  
Tennessee State Guard 
by 2LT Estes PAO, TNSG 



SGAUS New Look and Feel 

Check out the new SGAUS web site. Click Here 

To access the SGAUS Store you must be a SGAUS 

member and you must sign in. 

http://sgaus.org
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NASHVILLE – On September 25, 2015, members of the Tennessee State 

Guard from across the state will return to the organization’s roots at Syca-

more Shoals State Park in Elizabethton, Tennessee.  

Volunteers from all over the Appalachian region gathered at Sycamore 

Shoals on September 25, 1780 to join with Isaac Shelby and John Sevier in 

fighting the British and Loyalists during the American Revolution.  The Ten-

nessee State Guard, the state’s only authorized militia, recognizes that gath-

ering of the Overmountain Men as the foundational event. 

The State Guard will join with re-enactors to commemorate the 235th anni-

versary of that first muster as an essential element of the State Guard’s 3-

day annual training event.  Among the activities, State Guard members will 

cross the Watauga River, weather permitting, as their predecessors did to 

participate in the muster.  They will gather in formation in the park’s amphi-

theater for the commemoration ceremonies led by members of the Over-

mountain Victory Trail Association, to swear in new members of the Tennes-

see State Guard, present awards and commendations, and conduct promo-

tions of serving members.   

Tennessee State Guard Returns to Sycamore Shoals. 
by 2LT Estes PAO, TNSG 

The heritage of the Tennessee State Guard is represented in this print of the original muster 

of the Overmountain Men at Sycamore Shoals in 1780 is a copy of the original artwork cre-

ated by Lloyd Branson in 1915.  The original is part of the Tennessee State Museum Collec-

tion.  
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Tennessee State Guard Returns to Sycamore Shoals. 
by 2LT Estes PAO, TNSG 

State Guard members who are direct descendants of original Overmoun-

tain Men will be presented with certificates recognizing the participation of their 

ancestors in this foundational event. 

MUSTER 

The original Overmountain Men gathered at the Sycamore Shoals site dur-

ing the American Revolution in response to the threat from British Colonel Patrick 

Ferguson, an aide to General Cornwallis, to cease resistance or face dire conse-

quences.  Ferguson threatened to march his troops over the Appalachians and 

“hang your leaders, and lay waste the country with fire and sword.”  Colonial Colo-

nels John Sevier and Isaac Shelby sent out the call to the men of the region to 

gather at Fort Watauga near Sycamore Shoals to pursue Ferguson and his loyalist 

troops.  The pursuit through North Carolina and Northern Georgia culminated in 

the Battle of Kings Mountain, a decisive Colonial victory during which Ferguson 

was killed by a militia marksman. 

As part of the ceremonial events, Tennessee State Guard members will 

form an honor guard on Saturday, September 26th, through which members of 

the Overmountain Men Victory Trail Association will pass as they depart Fort Wa-

tauga on their traditional commemorative march to Kings Mountain.  State Guard 

members will then turn to an extensive training exercise in command, control, and 

communications in the event of the predicted massive earthquake along the New 

Madrid Fault. 

“This is a unique opportunity,” said Brigadier General Kenneth Takasaki, 

Commanding General of the Tennessee State Guard.  “The State Guard will return 

to the site of our initial formation, celebrate our heritage, and exercise our re-

sponse to a future event.  We’ll be saluting our history and planning for the future.  

It will be an exceptional weekend.”  
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Tennessee State Guard Returns to Sycamore Shoals. 
by 2LT Estes PAO, TNSG 

Members of the TNSG practice map

-reading skills in anticipation of the 

command, communication, and con-

trol exercise scheduled to take place 

during Operation Heritage, the Ten-

nessee State Guard’s Annual Train-

ing event set for 25-27 September 

2015 at Sycamore Shoals State Park 

in Elizabethton, TN.  1SG David Sherr 

(l.) compares grid points and awaits 

confirmation from SGT Nick Baker 

(c.) and 1SG Kevin Beall (r.).  

Tennessee state Guardsman crossing the river following the reenactors. 



2016 Annual Conference 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 
 

September 16-18 

Mark your calendars, this promises to be one of the best confer-

ences yet! The business agenda will make it a very rewarding ex-

perience for our members and leaders. Then there is the venue… 

well… what can I say, Puerto Rico and its warm sandy beaches. 

Our President, BG Martinez, is promising us an event we won’t 

forget!  

See you all there! 

 

Click  

Here to Read More 

http://sgaus.org/event/sgaus-annual-convention-in-puerto-rico-sptember-16-18-2016/?v=7516fd43adaa
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Mental Health Initiative  

The Global war on terror, numerous natural disasters, and a host of contingency 
operations, will undoubtedly create countless opportunities for VDF soldiers to 
deploy in the future. As well as our continued civilian support opportunities, and 
further scope of operations. In order to support VDF soldiers and their families, 
the following Mental Health Initiative plan has been structured. The MHI is a com-
prehensive plan that will cover four major areas of concentration.  

Section one outlines a structure to implement in the event of deployment, 
and the post deployment health of our soldiers.   

Section two details the new training for our Spiritual first responders 
(Chaplain Corps) and their broadening of their role in our soldier's psycho-
logical health and resiliency.  

Section three discuss the implementation of psychological testing, and contin-
ued monitoring for our future officers in the BOLC program and the suc-
cess it has yielded in helping to produce well rounded, resilient, ethical, 
and compassionate future VDF leaders.  

Section four discusses a broad plan to initiate suicide prevention, as well as 
the ability to help other agencies, and a full docket of resources available 
to Soldiers and civilians alike. Also in this section we will discuss the im-
plementation of psychological testing, and continued monitoring for our 
future officers in the BOLC program and the success it has yielded in help-
ing to produce well rounded, resilient, ethical, and compassionate future 
VDF leaders. 

The MHI further influences the professionalism and integrity of the Virginia De-
fense Force and the Commonwealth. 

SECTION ONE: 

In the event of deployment in support of a contingency operation, natural disas-
ter, or other commonwealth mission, we will follow the CDC's guidelines for out-
processing. Commanders in the field will complete out -processing assessments 
with their subordinates before they return from deployment. A VDF specific as-
sessment is attached to this report. Out-processing assessments are conducted to 
document incident personnel status at the conclusion of their response duties 
and determine the extent, if any, to which individual responders have been ad-
versely affected by their work. 

This will enable one to identify health trends within the population of soldiers and 
help assess and identify potential risks to others.   In the case of physical injury 
Worker's Compensation laws would be in effect. In the case of mental duress, the 
soldiers will be referred to their Chaplain. The Chaplains will be trained to admin-
ister some mild measurements, based on psychological first aid. Based on these 
evaluations, we can determine the level of care needed.  If we suspect severe 
trauma or PTSD, the soldier will be referred to Dr. Silver in the Medical Corps. We 
will use the mandated DD POST- DEPLOMENT Health Assessment (DD PDHA). 
From there appropriate referral can be made. In some cases PTSD is a Workers 
Compensation approved injury.  Most counseling needs will be addressed by the 
Chaplain Corps. 
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Mental Health Initiative Cont. 

SECTION TWO: 

In an effort to fulfill the needs of our soldiers and their families we are offering 
several avenues of mental health training. The primary focus will be Psychological 
First Aid training, and Skills for 

psychological recovery. Both models have field guides and are currently in use by 
many first responders, and mental health professionals. The Chaplain Corps will 
have a specific training page, and many more resources will be available. A list is 
attached to this document.  I have also acquired complete State resource guides, 
and referral networks, so that we can help our people assimilate to any needs that 
we cannot meet ourselves.  In bulking up our training, we will also improve our 
abilities to be premier responders to any deployable event. Our skill sets will be-
come crucial in taking care of our own, and also to help survivors of said events. 
Finally in this section we have also added some important self- monitoring instruc-
tions, and measurements. This is critical to us so that we remain at the top of our 
game, and can effectively serve others. With these additions we will adhere to our 
mission of remaining a resilient and viable force that can effectively serve the 
Commonwealth. 
 
SECTION THREE: 

As part of the BOLC program we have integrated some psychological, and leader-
ship profiling. Our inaugural class proved the success of this template.  We start off 
with gaging temperament and leadership style, which helps us understand each 
unique individual.  By learning this, we are able to tailor the training to bring out 
the absolute best in each candidate.  This also tells us if someone is psychologically 
unfit for leadership, and that we need to re-evaluate their candidacy. At the final 
stage of the program we have introduced an essential leadership skills, and profes-
sional ethics course, along with a quiz that must be passed for completion of the 
program. We also do a final self-evaluation and interview to show the progress 
they have made over the past year.  This is ensuring that our future leaders are 
professionally and ethically sound. 

SECTION FOUR: 

In an effort to contribute to the epidemic of suicide, which has become the 3rd 
largest cause of death in America, we will add the QPR Protocol. This is the father 
program that all other gatekeeper programs originate. The Army version ACE {Ask, 
Care Escort) has become a successful program. As a certified instructor, I can offer 
this program to all VDF Soldiers, for certification as Gatekeepers for only the cost 
of materials. This includes a training booklet, local resource guide, and Certificate. 
The beauty of this program is that it is modeled to fit any population. So the bene-
fit is not just for our soldiers, but for anyone that they might encounter contem-
plating suicide. QPR is intended to teach those who are in a position to recognize 
the warning signs, clues and suicidal communications of people in trouble to ACT 
vigorously to prevent a possible tragedy. A Suicide Prevention Gatekeeper is any-
one trained to recognize a suicide crisis and, because of their training, knows how 
and where to find help. QPR is taught in a format that is clear and concise.  
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Gatekeepers are given information that is easy to understand and reinforced by a 
QPR booklet and card complete with warning signs, methods to encourage a per-
son to get help and a list of resources available in their community. 

The commonwealth resource guides, care giver guides and Suicide resource guides 
on the Chaplain page will give us greater utility to help our community.  The psy-
chological first aid and essential psychological skills training will greatly benefit the 
community as well in the event of disaster or other catastrophe. 

And finally the Gatekeeper program can undoubtedly be something we can offer to 
other agencies such as The Army National Guard, Air National Guard or civilian ser-
vice organizations. 

Future plans for the Mental Health Initiative will involve forming a mental health 
task force that the VDF can rely on for cutting edge knowledge, and resources to 
provide the very best for our people. There is also an official VDF Chaplain Manual 
that I am currently composing that will be an integral resource that can be with the 
Chaplains wherever they are.  The manual will contain critical insights, and re-
sources to give the corps greater utility when in the field. 

Mental Health Initiative Cont. 

Checkout the SGAUS Blog on the new web site 

You can find the latest new information to include: 

 SGAUS Scholarship 

 SGAUS Stipend 

 SGAUS Programs 

 News and Information from SDF’s 

 

Frequently updated !  Click Here to see the Blog 

http://sgaus.org/blog/

