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Message from the President 

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.  “It’s 

about selflessness” said MG Thomas 

Mullikin, Commander of the South Car-

olina State Guard. 

 

Hurricanes, flooding, earthquakes. Right 

now, it is nearly impossible to miss the 

news of one natural disaster or another 

across North America. Those crises 

helped set the backdrop for the Sep-

tember SGAUS conference in Myrtle 

Beach.  MG Thomas Mullikin, current 

President of SGAUS, believes State De-

fense Forces (SDF) have a role to play in 

helping people prepare and recover 

during a crisis.   

 

“We’re looking to be a force multiplier,” 

he said. “We can fill the gaps.” 

 

However, the role of SDFs varies.  That 

creates a challenge for SGAUS.  Each 

state is different. 

 

 “We are not command and control 

military; each state has unique chal-

lenges,” Mullikin said. “It’s a constant 

balancing act.”   

 

In its role as a professional organiza-

tion, SGAUS can help set guidelines 

that can cross state lines. “We can es-

tablish best practices,” Mullikin said. 

“These best practices can then inform 

what each SDF does in its own prac-

tice.” 

SGAUS is accomplishing this mission by 

facilitating the formation of standards 

in several areas including medical, le-

gal, search and rescue and chaplain 

training.  

 

SDFs share something else, according 

to Mullikin, the desire to serve.  

 

“There is a different human dynamic,” 

he said. “We don’t pay them; we’re 

giving an opportunity to give back.”   

 

 
Web site: http://sgaus.org/ 
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That is what drives most soldiers in every state.  Volun-

teers are willing and able to give their time and expertise 

without any financial payback.  

“They can find fulfillment they wouldn’t get with pay,” he 

said. “It’s selflessness.”  Mullikin believes that desire to 

serve will continue as SGAUS develops its future plans. 

The SGAUS National Conference concluded 23 September 

2017.  The 2018 Conference will be held in Long Beach, 

California in late September or early October. 

 

SGAUS President and South Carolina Stage Guard Commander 

MG Thomas Mullikin speaking on the role of SGAUS in training 

State Defense Forces. 
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AK 

The 49th Brigade, Alaska State Defense Force 
(ASDF), is actively engaged in opening new De-
tachments (DETS) throughout Alaska, currently 
focusing on western and northern areas of the 
State.  Wherever there is an Armory available for 
use, the ASDF is standing up new DETS and re-
cruiting former National Guard Soldiers, retirees 
from all military branches and any local citizens 
with a desire to serve.  These Soldiers are inti-
mately familiar with their particular village/area, 
making them well qualified to conduct their Do-
main Awareness Mission and support local com-
munities with local emergencies as they manifest. 
The two newest DETS are in Kwethluk and Utqia-
vik (formerly Barrow).  Kwethluk is located in the 
western part of the State and Utqiavik is the 
northernmost city.  Every location in western and 
northern Alaska is off the road system, accessible 
only by air and water, making logistical support a 
challenge.  An activity as simple as providing 
proper uniforms and equipment to Soldiers in 
these remote sites requires careful planning and 
execution. 
The ASDF is also planning and preparing for a joint 
exercise, Arctic Eagle 18, with the Canadian Rang-
ers, Alaska Army National Guard, Alaska State 
Troopers, US Customs Service and the Colorado 
State Guard in late February-early March 2018 on 
the Alaska/Canada border, near Port Alcan.  Ma-
terial (Arctic tents, heaters, cold-weather cloth-
ing, communication equipment, etc.), is being 
obtained and stored in preparation for deploy-
ment to carry out this International exercise next 
year.  Transportation, food, water and sanitation 
considerations are being worked as part of the 
planning process.    
ASDF Soldiers participated in the Alaska Federa-
tion of Natives Convention in Anchorage, 19-21 
Oct 17, primarily in recruiting mode and answer-
ing many inquiries about the ASDF.  In addition, 
Soldiers of the ASDF participated in Operation 

Stand Down 2017 at the North Terminal of An-
chorage International Airport.  The ASDF has sup-
ported Operation Stand Down for homeless veter-
ans for many years and supports the Operation 
ion a variety of different roles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swearing in new Soldiers at Kwethluk  (above) Kweth-
luk Armory (Below) 

 

Port Alcan, 

Alaska/

Canada  

Border 

ASDF is actively engaged in opening new Detachments  

By: COL (AK) Michael Schowen, XO 



 

2018 Mid-Year Conference 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

• JAG, MAJ(TX) Michael Parker, mrp@parkerllp.com 

• Medical, Dr.(BG, TX-R) David Cohen, david_j_cohen@hotmail.com 

• MEMS, SGM(CA) Fred Tredy, submarine582@verizon.net 

• Board, BG(TN-R) Kenneth Takasaki, kenneth.takasaki@sgaus.org 

• PAO, CPT(TN) Steven Estes, ltsteven.estes@icloud.com 

• Engineer, LTC(MD) Ed Hubner, ehubner@mddf.maryland.gov 

• Chaplain, CH(COL, SC) Donald Hayes, revdonaldhayes@gmail.com 
 
**  Hotel and conference registration information will be published short-
ly.  MEMS training will be ICS 300, Intermediate ICS for Expanding Inci-
dents, prerequisite required.  Medical Training will be another FEMA 
course PER-211 Medical Management of Chemical, Biological, Radiologi-
cal, Nuclear, and Explosive (CBRNE) Events, prerequisite required.   

POINTS OF CONTACTS 

http://sssand.com/location/fort-worth-tx/
http://texashafts.com/the-best-way-to/


HURRICANE HIKE ATTRACTS NATIONWIDE PARTICIPATION 

 

MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. – Maj.(TN) Alan Bagley didn’t let his age get in the way of conquer-

ing the South Carolina State Guard’s Hurricane Hike.  The 53-year old traveled to the 

SGAUS conference from Kingsport, Tenn. for the MEMS academy meeting.  But he felt 

that he could challenge himself by participating in the hike, a three-mile race on Myrtle 

Beach. 
 

“Hiking in combat gear is hard enough in the woods,” Bagley said. “But doing it in sand is 

a whole new challenge.”   
 

The race usually attracts local runners. But since it happened at the SGAUS conference 

this year, it got attention nationwide.  Dozens of soldiers from across America participat-

ed.   
 

The Hurricane Hike isn’t just for fun. Maj. Gen.(SC) Thomas Mullikin said this is a tool for 

preparing guardsmen for real-world events.  In a disaster, soldiers may have to reach 

areas that are only accessible by foot.    
 

Not just guardsmen participated; this was a family-friendly event. Recognition was given to the top finishers in 

several categories, based on age and gender.  Several participants also completed the race carrying a 40-pound 

rucksack. 
 

Because of a recent knee injury, Bagley chose not to carry the extra weight.  But he’s still happy with his finish.   
 

“I’m glad it’s over. And I hope to do I again sometime in the future,” Bagley said.  “It’s not just about me.  It was 

a great experience sharing the beach with state guardsmen from across the country.” 

 

Maj.(TN) Alan Bagley fin-
ished the three mile Hurri-
cane Hike despite a shoulder 
injury  

Warager - Col.(NY) David Warager 
finished first in the Hurricane Hike 
at the SGAUS conference in Myrtle 
Beach, S.C.  

One Hurricane Hiker finishes the 
race carrying a 40-pound ruck-
sack. 

The guidon helped lead 
the way at the Hurricane 
Hike as part of the SGAUS 
conference in Myrtle 



During the past year, the SGAUS Professional Military 

Education Committee conducted an assessment of the 

various levels of State Defense Force Profession devel-

opment training and curriculums across the country.  

Not all state defense forces choose to participate in the 

survey, but enough were involved to develop a statisti-

cally accurate picture.  This survey was conducted from 

September 2016 through May 2017 using generally 

accepted government audit standards. We believed 

that the evidence gathered provided a reasonable basis 

for the development of a path forward in the develop-

ment of a program that would: 1) Provide a quality 

educational product that SDFs can use to leverage their 

limited training time (Approximately 110 hours annual-

ly), 2) Increase the hands-on (psychomotor skills) train-

ing and reduce the classroom based (Death by Power 

Point) training, 3) By decreasing the units need to de-

velop, management and teach basic military skill cours-

es, Units can focus on the Mission Essential Task List 

(METL) training, collaborative and leader training in 

field like environments, 4) Assist in establishing a na-

tional minimum standard for state Defense force Sol-

dier in basic military knowledge. 

During the Annual SGAUS Conference the Executive 

Committee received a briefing from Brigadier General 

Douglas Hayhurst, commander of the Mississippi State 

Guard. The committee agreed with most of the recom-

mendations of the Schools/Professional Military Educa-

tion Academy Committee as to their way forward in the 

development of a more inclusive educational program. 

Some of the activities schedule for the upcoming year 

will be as follows: 

1.  The Schools/Professional Military Education Acade-

my Committee first objective is to develop an academy 

cadre.  Currently, most if not all of the work of main-

taining the PME website is being undertaken by Colo-

nel Juan Santiago.  The success of the academy will rely 

on support from State Defense Force Commanders and 

participation by members of these forces.  To this end 

starting in January the Schools/Professional Military 

Education Academy Committee will begin hold monthly 

conference calls. We would like the commanders of all 

of the states to appoint a training officer to represent 

their interests in the development of the academy.  We 

are also looking for volunteers to fill out the SGAUS 

organization. There is a need for an Officer-in-Charge of 

the Professional Military Courses (Officer, Warrant 

Officer and Non-Commissioned) and an Officer-in-

Charge of the Occupational Specialty Courses (Judge 

Advocate, Engineer, Medical, Public affairs Officer/

Public Information Officer courses). The role of the O-I-

C will not be to run the courses, but to act as a facilita-

tor and enabler of the course leads.  Additionally we 

are looking for course leads for various existing courses 

and future courses.  There is also a need for two Ser-

geants Majors, one for the overall academy and one for 

the Non-Commissioned Officers program. 

2.  Development of exportable Training Units and De-

velopment Leaders doctrine. The committee will be 

developing exportable doctrine that will provide the 

SDFs with templates that they can take, integrate and 

adopt. State Defense Force Doctrine Publications 

(SDFDP) and draft regulation/directive content for 

training.  It is the goal of the SGAUS training challenge 

is to optimize, synchronize and support training in state 

defense forces and self-development training.  SGAUS 

will focus on providing doctrine for the three domain 

(Operational, Self-Development and Institutional) used 

by the United States Army. By providing the content 

covering self-development and the non-residential as-

pects of the training domains allowing the units to 

adopt the programs offered by the PME Academy. 

3.  In the upcoming year, due to demand special cours-

es in Cyber and Communications will start develop-

ment using Instructional System Design (ISD). A process 

that is used by the U.S. Army and FEMA’s Emergency 

Management Institute ISD ensure the development of 

courses that meet the needs of the SGAUS members 

and the State Defense Forces. 

Commanders please contact Colonel Hardy with the 

names of personnel you wish to assign to assist with 

the development of the Professional Military Education 

Academy.   

The Path Forward for State Defense Force Professional Education 



Distinguished military leaders, along with South 

Carolina state elected officials, came together in 

an extraordinary leadership panel on Saturday, 23 

September 2017 at 1:00 p.m. at the Embassy 

Suites Conference Center at Myrtle Beach, South 

Carolina.  A distinguished panel of military leaders 

and civilian elected officials assembled and ad-

dressed an audience of State Defense Force (SDF) 

Soldiers and guests from across the country repre-

senting 11 different states. The Leadership Forum 

was a discussion of the increasingly important role 

- made even more critical by recent weather 

events - that SDFs are playing across the country.   

 

The event was moderated by SGAUS President 

and South Carolina State Guard Commander, Ma-

jor General (SC) Thomas Mullikin, and featured 

other leaders including South Carolina Adjutant 

General Major General Robert E. Livingston Jr; SC 

Deputy Adjutant General Major General R. Van 

McCarty; Commanding General United States Ar-

my Central Command, Lieutenant General Mi-

chael Garrett; Former US Senator (South Carolina) 

Jim DeMint; South Carolina Lt. Governor Kevin 

Bryant; and South Carolina State Senator Thomas 

Alexander.  Leaders of State Defense Forces from 

across the nation were in attendance for the con-

ference as well as the forum. 

 

Lieutenant General Garrett emphasized the im-

portance of leadership in fulfilling the mission of a 

SDF.  Garrett said, “Never underestimate the im-

portance of personal example in leadership.  It is 

probably the most important thing that we do.”  

Adapting what he called his “essential four pillars 

of leadership” he then went on to discuss his vi-

sion for the SDFs saying, “Readiness, force protec-

tion, ability to communicate, managing the transi-

tions that surround us” as the core skills that 

would be useful in times of natural or man-made 

disasters.” 

 

In his comments, Major General McCarty said, 

“Even in wealthier, more robust counties and 

states, local resources will be overwhelmed in nat-

ural disasters.  Putting people out onto the street 

is critical to creating a calming sense among the 

citizenry.  Our State Guard is well positioned to be 

one of those uniformed personnel … It is not the 

dollars: It is the commitment to helping others.” 

 

Speakers at the 2017 SGAUS Leadership Forum listen to 

comments by former South Carolina Senator Jim De-

Mint.   

SGAUS NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEADERSHIP FORUM 

By: LTC (MS) Betty Hayhurst Photos by LTC (MS) David Persyn     



 

General Mullikan discussed the spirit of volunteer-

ism as the greatest asset of SDFs, who in turn, 

through service, become better citizens.  He spoke 

of the personal rewards of serving, saying, 

“Serving in the State Guard fills a hole in the soul 

of each soldier.”  State Senator Alexander spoke 

of the pride he has for the South Carolina State 

Guard, stating, “Every state in the country should 

stand up and support a State Guard.” Former Sen-

ator DeMint similarly noted, “The volunteer spirit 

in this country IS the American spirit,” and so reit-

erated the importance of a SDF and the critical 

need for the missions they perform during a time 

of disaster. 

 

The panel fielded questions from the State Guard 

Officers and Soldiers in attendance.  Those pre-

sent at the Forum were enthusiastic to learn best 

practices for working with the Legislators and Na-

tional Guard leadership in their own States.  

 

The Conference concluded with the annual SGAUS 

Banquet, hosting the 570 attendees and their 

guests.  The 2018 Conference will be held in Long 

Beach, California. 

 

SGAUS NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEADERSHIP FORUM Cont. 

By: LTC (MS) Betty Hayhurst Photos by LTC (MS) David Persyn     

SC Deputy Adjutant 
General Major General 
R. Van MCarty address-
es the 2017 SGAUS 
Leadership forum.   



MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. – At the 2017 SGAUS Conference in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, an Engineer Training 
Seminar was held to educate soldiers on how their individual State Defense Forces (SDFs) could adopt the Na-
tional Guard’s Installation Status Report (ISR) system in their SDF’s Mission Essential Task List (METL), poten-
tially saving their State’s military budget thousands of dollars.  
 
The ISR system, developed by the National Guard Bureau, tracks data from the field to establish infrastructure 
spending priorities, helping to ensure that maintenance, repair and upgrade of facilities does not go ignored to 
the point of affecting mission readiness and quality of life for the soldiers that rely on those facilities. 
 
Effectively utilizing Army wide standards, the ISR program assesses the physical condition and usability of facili-
ties to a degree that especially substandard or unusable buildings are identified and exact requirements to 
revitalize or rebuild can be estimated. Quantifying the overall planning costs then prepares a scalable facility 
investment strategy. 
Spearheading the approach to closely support the National Guard while 
providing a funding-neutral contribution is the Maryland State Defense 
Force, engaging not only in what Lieutenant Colonel (MD) Edward Hubner, 
PE calls an “all hands in” approach, but teaching the next generation of 
Engineers as well. 
“The Maryland SDF has been executing the ISR program for the State since 
2006. They annually contribute in excess of $250,000 worth of in-kind 
money that the State can apply to their Federal obligation. In the past 10 
years, Maryland has also seen their contributions from the National Guard 
Bureau grow in excess of $30,000,000. In Maryland, the program is man-
aged by the Engineering Division, but is all-hands in execution. In fact, for 
the last three years, they have been teaching college freshmen to do ISRs 
as part of a service learning program at the University of Maryland” says 
Hubner, who lead the ISR Seminar for SGAUS at Myrtle Beach. 
“The program demonstrates how we can help to ensure mission readi-
ness, supporting our troops and their well-being.. and maximize the im-
pact of investment in infrastructure- to secure future operational capabil-
ity” summarizes Hubner. 
Staff Sergeant (TN) Christopher J. Goodwin, sees an additional benefit, 
already looking forward to a potential roll-out in his Home State of Ten-
nessee, as “this will enable my soldiers to learn additional highly useful 
skills, and establish a camaraderie with the National Guard Troops”. 
The seminar was well received by engineers from nearly a dozen SDFs. 
Together, they discussed how the impact of the Installation Status Report 
(ISR) Program could be multiplied through a Train-The-Trainer approach 
via SGAUS and inter-SDF cooperation, enabling another long-term benefit 
for individual SDFs to provide to the citizens of their state. 

 

STATE DEFENSE FORCE ENGINEERS POISED TO ADOPT NATIONAL GUARD’S INSTALLATION STATUS 

REPORT 

By: PFC Andreas Alsdorf, SPC Zach Perkins, and SFC Stanford Sewell  

Lieutenant Colonel (MD) Edward Hub-
ner, PE, of the Maryland Defense Force, 
leads Soldiers participating in the annu-
al South Carolina State Guard Engineer-
ing ISR Seminar on 22 September 2017 
in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.   



Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.  While hosting the annual conference for the State Guard Association of the 
United States (SGAUS), the South Carolina State Guard premiered as the first ever State Defense Force (SDF) 
Camerata, or small musical choir, in the United States.   
 
The SCSG Camerata is comprised of 16 soldiers, who, in addition to their normal duties, volunteered to show-
case their talents and patriotism as ambassadors for the South Carolina State Guard.  First Lieutenant (SC) Jul-
ian Young, the choir director, said, “It is a great honor to be able to perform before such a great host of State 
Guard representatives from around the nation. I cannot express in words, how dedicated these men and wom-
en are.”   
 
The performance at the "Salute to the Heroes Banquet" lasted 15 minutes and covered numbers such as 
“America,” “Let there be Peace on Earth,” and “Eternal Father, Strong to Save,”    
 
The banquet attendees included a Medal of Honor recipient, Commander of US Army Central Command, the 
Governor of South Carolina, and many other dignitaries.  All were roused by the performance and expressed 
great delight in the Camerata.  Major General Thomas Mullikin (Commander: South Carolina State Guard, Pres-
ident of State Guard Association of the United States) was heard to say "The Camerata performed brilliantly.  
Through their beautiful music, a wonderful and patriotic milieu was set for the military banquet.  Each of the 
volunteers were extraordinary."   
 
Command Sargent Major Mark Freemen (SC) added, "The SCSG Camerata delivered an outstanding perfor-
mance as they provided entertainment during the Saturday evening banquet at this year’s SGAUS convention.  
These individuals came together to use their talents to deliver inspirational patriotic music that was the perfect 
addition to the theme of the evening, “Salute to Heroes.”   
 
With such high praise, the Camerata certainly has a great start, and all of those involved look forward to hear-
ing these men and women perform again in the near future.     
  

SGAUS NATIONAL CONFERENCE HOSTS ANNUAL BANQUET  
by 2LT (SC) Lane Ham  

SGAUS Annual Banquet Photos Click Here 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/7fz0jc3du8wg8ix/AAC-OP5ulafvFYiXgNVnql02a?dl=0


“State Defense Forces are one of the least expensive 
yet most effective service organizations in the United 
States,” said Captain Steve Estes, coordinator of the 
Unit Public Affairs Representative (UPAR) Training at 
the State Guard Association of the United States 
(SGAUS) Annual Conference. 
 
The South Carolina State Guard (SCSG) is hosting the 
annual conference of SGAUS from September 21 to 
23.  SGAUS is the professional association of Sate De-
fense Forces (SDF), the state militias organized under 
Title 10 of the United States Federal Code.  Sessions 
that occur at the SGAUS conference include Chaplain 
training, the “ministry of presence” in the SDFs; Engi-
neering Training; and for the first time UPAR Training. 

 
Approximately 15 sol-
diers attended the 
UPAR training, each a 
representative of their 
states.  Training began 
with a justification of 
what a Public Affairs 
Officer (PAO) does, 
which is to tell the State 
Defense Force (SDF) 
story.  SDFs focus on 
communications, search 
and rescue, and medical 
support needed during 
a natural disaster.  In 
addition, each PAO 
serves as a Public Infor-
mation Officer (PIO) in 

the National Incident Management System (NIMS) run 
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, well 
known popularly by its federal agency acronym, FEMA. 
 
According to Captain Steve Estes, Coordinator of the 
PAO training, “PAOs tell the SDF story, and the better 
we can do our job then the better known SDFs will be 
throughout the country.  Many Americans do not 
know about SDFs, but that is changing as PAOs use 
social media, press releases, and public affairs officer 
methods to get the word out.” 

Training in writing techniques was provided by Major 
(IN) Terry Heifetz, Indiana Public Radio News Director 

and Instructor of Telecommunications at Ball State 
University.  Students were provided guidance in news 
writing, and all participated in a writing project that 
culminated in a press release for a specific event at 
the SGAUS Conference. 
PFC Colt Helton (TN), who in the civilian world is Chief 
Operating Officer of the video production company 
Whole Galaxy Group, provided instruction on photog-
raphy and videography.  Concepts included framing 
pictures, storing and distributing files, programs used 
to adjust images, and other video techniques.  He not-
ed that photography and videography is both art and 
science, “But sometimes you just get lucky” and get an 
image that captures an event perfectly.  To illustrate 
his point, the iconic image of Sargent First Class Patri-
cia Isenberg leading the South Carolina State Guard 
Hurricane Hike became the photo of the SGAUS Con-
ference. 

 
Specialist (NY) Zach Perkins provided instructions on 
the techniques of social media.  “If you have only one 
social media platform to use, it should be Facebook,” 
said Perkins.  “It reaches more people than any other 
platform, and does so in the least expensive and most 
efficient manner.”  Techniques and the virtues of 
posting to Facebook, and the differences between 
profiles, groups, and pages were discussed. 
 
The UPAR training concluded on Friday, 22 September.  
SGAUS plans on providing continuous UPAR training at 
future SGAUS conferences, the next tentatively sched-
uled in Fort Worth, Texas at the annual meeting of the 
SGAUS Executive Board. 

SGAUS NATIONAL CONFERENCE HOSTS UNIT PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPRESENTATIVE (UPAR) 

TRAINING 
by CPT Steven Estes  

PFC Colt Helton demonstrates 
how to post to Facebook on a 
handheld device to CPT (TN) 
Steve Estes.   

Major (IN) Terry Heifetz 
looks on during the discus-
sions at SGAUS UPAR 
Training at the SGAUS 
Conference.   



The recent 2017 SGAUS National Chaplains School Training was held at the 

SGAUS Convention in Myrtle Beach, S.C.   By all accounts the school was 

very successful.   Twenty-six Chaplains from seven states took advantage of 

this specialized training and are now wearing the SGAUS Chaplain Insignia.  

This insignia is permitted for chaplains who have attended and successfully 

completed the SGAUS Chaplain School Training held every year as an ad-

junct to the SGAUS National Convention.  2018 classes will be held at the 

SGAUS Convention in California. 

 

The South Carolina State Guard provided a wonderful venue at the Embassy Suites.  Many friendships 

were renewed and new ones formed.  The Chaplain School included eight courses of graduate level 

training related to Military Chaplain's.  These 26 chaplains endures 16 hours of specialized training 

conducted by renowned trainers in the military chaplain arena.  Four hours of training was held on 

Thursday afternoon, eight hours of training on Friday and four hours on Saturday morning.  Classes 

included Moral Injury, History of Military Chaplains, Bereavement, Psychological Awareness, Physiolo-

gy of the Spirit and Stress Management. 

 

SGAUS Chaplains are spearheading the development of chaplains who can perform their duties in any 

given circumstance and meet their challenges beyond expectation.  Their mission is to develop a 

Chaplain for the Future.  This model will prepare chaplains who will be both theologically and psycho-

logically trained.  These standards meet or exceed US Army standards. 

 

This year, for the first time, a SGAUS Board of Chaplains was established to develop and implement 

standards related to military chaplains.  This new board will be chaired by past SGAUS Command 

Chaplain COL Robert Palmer.  The board consists of seven members.  The future looks bright for 

State Guard and Defense Force chaplains as we become more professional in our training and perfor-

mance.  The SGAUS Chaplain will become known as a highly trained professional who can meet any 

challenge and perform their duties well. 

 

POC for the SGAUS Chaplain Program is CH(LTC-SC) Donald Hayes, donald.hayes@sg.sc.gov  

 

Chaplains Corner  
Chaplain (LTC) Donnie Hayes Command Chaplain, SGAUS 



GA 

Georgia State Defense Force activated to support Hurricane Maria evacuee relief effort 
By: Maj. Vadim Timchenko, vadim.timchenko@gasdf.us  

Sergeant First Class Steven Stewart prepares the litter carri-

er, Lieutenant Colonel Ronald Russell leads the offloading 

procedure that is conducted by Private Felix Apiki, Staff 

Sergeant Vicki Anderson and others. Over sixty Georgia 

State Defense Force soldiers tirelessly worked for ten days 

and eleven nights offloading evacuees who were transport-

ed to Dobbins Air Reserve Base, Marietta, Georgia from the 

U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico in the aftermath of Hur-

ricane Maria, between September 22 and October 1, 2017. 

Dobbins Air Reserve Base, Marietta, Georgia. Be-
tween September 22 and October 1, 2017, Georgia 
State Defense Force troops were activated to support 
the Hurricane Maria relief efforts to help evacuees. 
Hurricane Maria caused catastrophic damage and a 
major humanitarian crisis in the U.S. Virgin Islands 
and Puerto Rico. The hurricane severely impacted 
and damaged the Puerto Rico power grid, leaving all 
3.4 million residents without electricity. Initial reports 
of the damage predicted it could take months before 
power is completely restored to the entire island. 
Hospitals are experiencing life-and-death situations 
to treat their patients without the benefit of electrici-
ty or with limited generator power.  This created dan-
gerous conditions for critically ill patients. As a result, 
FEMA and U.S. Public Health officials made the deci-
sion to transfer several patients to Continental Unit-
ed States hospitals. 
The Georgia State Defense Force was tasked to help. 
Over sixty soldiers, under the leadership of on-site 
commander, Lieutenant Colonel Ronald Russell and 
on-site NCO in charge, Sergeant First Class Steven 
Stewart, tirelessly worked for ten days and eleven 
nights. Evacuees from the U.S. Virgin Islands and 
Puerto Rico, flown by U.S. Air Force aircrafts and 
some commercial aircrafts were delivered into Dob-
bins Air Reserve Base. Ambulatory and non-

ambulatory were carefully taken off the aircraft, then 
processed and transported to metro Atlanta medical 
facilities for follow up care, to include life-saving dial-
ysis treatment. 
GSDF soldiers continuously conduct training to im-
prove their skillset in missions such as, search and 
rescue, transporting casualties (role players) using 
medevac and cargo aircraft, CPR/First Aid, patient 
triage, and setting up mobile field hospitals. In March 
2017, GSDF soldiers participated in the major state-
wide exercise called “Vigilant Guard 2017”. This exer-
cise involved several state and federal agencies that 
demonstrated collaboration during multiple emer-
gencies. As a result, GSDF soldiers were trained and 
prepared when called to assist in the Hurricane Maria 
relief efforts. 
“GSDF soldiers did a great job during this real-world 
medical support mission”, said Lieutenant Colonel 

Debbie Redling, Commander of the 132nd Medical 
Battalion who served as mission commander.  The 
organizations involved during the Hurricane Maria 
relief operations included the U.S. Air Force, U.S. Pub-
lic Health Service, U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs, Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
Georgia Department of Public Health, and Georgia 
Emergency Management Agency/Homeland Security, 
several local ambulance companies, and the Georgia 
State Defense Force. 
 “The GSDF troops worked shoulder-to-shoulder with 
other important state and federal agencies. This is 
what we do. We help people who need our help”, 
said Colonel Eddie Williams, Commander of the 76th 
Support Brigade. 
 
 Specialist Joseph 

Costa lead the for-

mation of Georgia 

State Defense Force 

soldiers lined up for 

offloading evacuees 

from the C-130H 

aircraft, who were 

transported to Dobbins Air Reserve Base, Marietta, Georgia 

from the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico in the after-

math of Hurricane Maria, Oct. 1, 2017. 

mailto:vadim.timchenko@gasdf.us
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GSDF Soldiers Assist in Hurricane Irma Relief Efforts                                                                     
By Spc. Beverly Shepard, beverly.shepard@gasdf.us Photos: 2nd Lt. Michael Chapman 
(michael.chapman@gasdf.us), Sgt. Sandra Ibarra (sandra.ibarra@gasdf.us), and Spc. Kerry Hatcher 
(kerry.hatcher@gasdf.us)  

Macon, Ga., Sep. 28, 2017 – When Hurricane Irma 

ripped through the southeast United States in Sep-

tember, Soldiers from the Georgia State Defense 

Force readily stepped up to assist in relief efforts sur-

rounding the most intense Atlantic hurricane to strike 

the country in more than a decade. 

 

Members of the Georgia State Defense Force prepare an 

emergency evacuation shelter in Macon on September 9, 

2017. Macon is sheltering evacuees from Florida and Geor-

gia in advance of Hurricane Irma.  

Hurricane Irma was the most intense Atlantic hurri-

cane to hit the United States since Hurricane Katrina 

in 2005. Hurricane Irma’s impact prompted Georgia 

Gov. Nathan Deal to declare a state of emergency for 

all 159 counties. 

Gov. Deal also authorized thousands of Georgia Na-

tional Guardsmen to respond to the disaster. GSDF 

deployed its Soldiers to serve alongside them. 

By the time Hurricane Irma reached metropolitan 

Atlanta, it had been downgraded from a Category 5 

storm. However, the hurricane had already caused 

devastation in southern Georgia and in Florida. Hun-

dreds of Floridians had evacuated their homes, many 

fleeing to Georgia for refuge. Throughout the storm 

and in its aftermath, GSDF Soldiers performed various 

duties, including crowd control, supply distribution, 

and logistical support. 

In March, GSDF Soldiers participated in a multi-state, 

multi-day training exercise known as Vigilant Guard. 

The U.S. Northern Command, in conjunction with the 

National Guard Bureau, sponsored this joint regional 

exercise. The exercise occurred at multiple Georgia 

locations. 

“The Vigilant Guard 2017 multi-jurisdiction exercise 

earlier this year was an excellent training opportunity 

that prepared me for my role in the Joint Operations 

Center,” said Spc. Alexander Davidson, Non-

Commissioned Officer-in- Charge, GSDF Public Affairs 

Office. “We train for these type of catastrophic 

events. When Hurricane Irma struck, GSDF Soldiers 

were prepared to do our part to aid in the response 

and recovery.” 

GSDF Soldiers continued to assist in hurricane relief 

efforts during the week after the storm made landfall, 

living up to “Parati Servire,” the Latin phrase for 

“Ready to Serve” that GSDF Soldiers wear on their 

uniforms. Brig. Gen. Tom Danielson, GSDF Command-

er, commended GSDF Soldiers who volunteered dur-

ing Hurricane Irma. 

“It’s part of our dedication, our commitment, and our 

readiness to serve,” he said. 

Members of the Georgia State Defense Force work 

together to clear a downed tree in Augusta, Georgia 

following Hurricane Irma, September 11, 2017.  

mailto:beverly.shepard@gasdf.us
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Georgia State Defense Force: A Force in Multi-Agency Search and Rescue Missions 
By Pfc. Andreas Alsdorf, andreas.alsdorf@gasdf.us 

Members of the GSDF review maps and establish 

search parameters before embarking on a daylong, 

multi-agency search and rescue mission in east Geor-

gia, September 18, 2017. 

Hart County, Ga., Sep. 18, 2017 – “Today, the Cham-

blee Police Department along with its local/state law 

enforcement and non-law enforcement partners con-

ducted a search of approximately 218 acres of 

hunting property located in Hart County, Georgia” 

read the press release from the Chamblee Police De-

partment issued on September 18, 2017. 

The search was related to an ongoing investigation of 

a missing person. 

When the person in question disappeared under sus-

picious circumstances in October 2016, she left her 

workplace in a hurry. She vanished without any 

means of identification or money and, most im-

portantly, she left behind her seven-year-old son. 

A person outside the family reported her missing in 

December 2016. 

With the purpose of uncovering any evidence to lo-

cate the missing person or to reveal what might have 

happened to her, a search was conducted in Hart 

County with the assistance of the Georgia Bureau of 

Investigation, Georgia State Patrol, Georgia State 

Defense Force, Hart County Sheriff’s Office, local met-

ro Atlanta law enforcement agencies, and other non-

law enforcement volunteers. 

The extensive search of the hunting property in east 

Georgia was a crucial part of the ongoing investiga-

tion. “Chamblee Police Department was relying heav-

ily on the Georgia State Defense Force (GSDF) for 

their experience in Grid Searching Missions”, said 

Lieutenant Jason D. Waasdorp of the Chamblee Po-

lice Department in a statement. Waasdorp also said, 

“we would like to extend our gratitude and deepest 

respect for the Soldiers of the Georgia State Defense 

Force.” 

“Being able to contribute the Search and Rescue ex-

pertise our Soldiers have gained was a privilege,” said 

equally impressed Georgia State Defense Force Cap-

tain James R. LeMay. “We were able to use our skills 

in a very effective way. We felt the teams we worked 

with were amongst the best Law Enforcements Agen-

cies in the State and we are looking forward to work-

ing with partners like this in the future,” Capt. LeMay 

said. 

A massive effort to help answer the questions that 

surround the disappearance of the woman in ques-

tion was made. The Chamblee Police Department, 

multiple agencies, and many external volunteers 

demonstrated their capabilities and it is hoped that 

some of those questions can be answered soon. 

Troops of the  GSDF conducting a thorough Grid 

Search in a multi-agency Search and Rescue (SAR) 

Mission in Hart County, Georgia, September 18, 2017  



 
Any living United States veteran who served on active duty in the 
Armed Forces of the United States, including their reserve compo-
nents, at any time during the period of November 1, 1955 to May 15, 
1975, regardless of location, is eligible to receive one (1) Vietnam 
Veteran Lapel Pin. 
 
This is a national initiative and the lapel pin is the nation’s lasting 
momento of thanks. 
 
For additional information, please go to: 
 
                                   www.vietnamwar50th.com 

 Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pin 

 
If you haven’t yet, please go to your favorite online ex-
change and try to create an account. 
 

https://www.vetverify.org/form.xhtml 

http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/
https://www.vetverify.org/form.xhtml
https://www.vetverify.org/index.xhtml
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Guard Reservists practice distributing food, water and other 
supplies during a POD exercise at the IGR’s annual training. 
A mock earthquake damaged and destroyed all stores in the 
area  

Sunny skies made for an almost perfect day across 
Indiana on October 14 - except for the earthquake. 
Nobody was hurt - the quake was part of an Indiana 
Guard Reserve training exercise. But the simulation 
was still a realistic test of the Guard’s ability to re-
spond to a major disaster. 
In a two-day exercise held at Camp Atterbury, the 300-
member state defense force set up a field hospital, a 
makeshift distribution center for food and supplies, 
and a search-and- rescue operation to look for quake 
“victims” in a couple of buildings supposedly damaged 
by the earthquake. 
“This is as realistic as we can make it,” said Col. Mi-
chael Ney, personnel director for the Guard. “The idea 
is to duplicate the kinds of things we face in a real 
emergency. And today, as in real situations, we find 
that it’s necessary to improvise a little bit.” 
The Indiana Guard Reserve functions as the state’s 
defense force, backing up the Indiana National Guard if 
the ING is called up for federal service, such as an over-
seas deployment. The division also trains for major 
emergencies, such as Saturday’s fictional earthquake 
on the New Madrid fault near Evansville. 
“In this scenario they’ve lost their hospital because of 
the earthquake,” said Brig. Gen. Harold Grigdesby, 
who helped design the exercise. 
“Where would you put a replacement hospital? We 
thought a logical place might be in the middle of a 
football field - in this case at the University of Evans-
ville. So we replicated that here at Camp Atterbury.” 
The Indiana Guard Reserve partnered with the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security and the State Department 
of Health, which provided the field hospital. FEMA 
grants paid for the hospital but didn’t include money 
for staffing, the general said. That’s where IGR and its 
doctors and nurses come in. 
“We’ve got some great talent,” Grigdesby said. “You 
look over in that medical tent and you’ve got people 
who are specialists in rehabilitation therapy, neurosur-
gery, psychology, emergency medicine. They are cre-
dentialed in those things through the state of Indiana, 
and they are here to volunteer and hone those skills - 
so that if we ever need them anywhere in the country, 
they’re ready.” 
Maj. Aaron Curtis, a combat veteran who served in 
Iraq and Afghanistan before retiring to work as a pro-
ject manager in Indianapolis, serves as operations di-
rector for the IGR training section and said there’s a 
realism in exercises like this. 
“The things that happen during deployments - the 
things that you see there, you can also see here when 
there’s a disaster,” Curtis said. “There’s a lot of the 
same trauma, a lot of the same urgent response.” 
He said Indiana Guard Reserve volunteers have a de-
sire to serve their communities.  
“They want to make a difference for their state and for 
their neighbors, and they do that by giving up their 
time and serving in this volunteer force,” he said. 
“That’s inspiring and encouraging.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Indiana Guard Reserve members demonstrate the Indi-
ana State Department of Health mobile hospital to vis-
iting Boy Scouts during the IGR’s annual training.  

IGR Practices for the Worst 
By CPL John Strauss  Photos : CPT Clayton Goad   



 

SGAUS VETERAN/PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP CARD 
Product Fact Sheet 

 

The SGAUS Veteran ID Card is a document sold and issued by the State Guard Association of 
America (SGAUS) to its members. 
 
It is a simple, yet informative card, the member can use it for identification and/or registration 
during SGAUS formal events and conferences and also use it as a Veteran Card in other establish-
ments.  
 
The SGAUS ID card is well labeled. The front of the ID card contains relevant information about 
the member; to include, head picture of the member, the SGAUS Logo, the member’s state of 
membership right under the SGAUS Logo, a flowing United States Flag with a “V” device superim-
posed on the flag to indicate that SGAUS has verified via DD-214 and/or Honorable Discharge cer-
tificate that the member is a U.S. Armed Services veteran. If the member is not a U.S. Armed Ser-
vices veteran, then the “V” device will not show. The card also displays the member’s military 
Grade and Rank. It also displays a QR-Code containing the member’s ID card information so it can 
be easily scanned with a hand held mobile device during registration for SGAUS events and con-
ferences. This QR-Code should speed up registration processes significantly. Lastly, the front of 
the ID card displays card issue and expiration dates. For Life members, the expiration will read 
“INDEFINITE”. 
 
Below is an example SGAUS ID Card (front): 

 



 
 

SGAUS VETERAN/PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP CARD 
Product Fact Sheet (Continued) 

 

 

 

The back of the SGAUS ID card includes more information regarding the Veteran certification 
by SGAUS for Veterans, a gray color security picture of the member, the member’s state seal, 
instructions if the card is lost and a standard barcode field for SGAUS use. See below for an 
example of the back of the member ID card. 
 
 

 

 

 

For more information about the SGAUS Veteran / Premium membership card, please contact 

 

 

 

To order your SGAUS Veteran / Premium membership card … https://sgaus.org/product-

category/sgaus-products/  

 

 BG(TN) Chago Santiago 

chago.santiago@sgaus.org 

https://sgaus.org/product-category/sgaus-products/
https://sgaus.org/product-category/sgaus-products/
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On October 21, 2017 the Maryland Defense Force 
(MDDF) celebrated its 100th anniversary at the Fifth 
Regiment Armory in Baltimore, which was attended by 
a host of state and local officials.  On October 23, 1917 
the Maryland State Guard, as the MDDF was then 
called, was founded to protect public building, water 
supplies and other properties as the Maryland National 
Guard was deployed overseas.  The centennial celebra-
tion ceremony included remarks from Maj. Gen. Linda 
Singh, The Adjutant General of Maryland and Brig. 
Gen. (MDDF) Lorenza Cooper, Commanding General of 
the MDDF.  The event also included a keynote address 
by David Craig, executive director of the Maryland 
World War I Centennial Commission.  At the conclu-
sion of the ceremony special commemorative coins 
celebrating the 100th Anniversary were distributed to 
MDDF members, former members and distinguished 
guests.  
 
During his remarks, Brig. Gen. (MDDF) Lorenza Cooper 
called the original state guardsmen, “Super-Patriots 
who were prepared to thwart an attack on Maryland 
while the Maryland National Guard was deployed.”  He 
then shared that, George Bernard Shaw once stated, 
“the reasonable man adapts himself to the world, the 
unreasonable man adapts the world to himself; there-
fore, all progress is dependent upon the unreasonable 
man.”  He continued, “Therefore we must continue to 
adapt to changing times.  Transformation is coming 
fast, and natural disasters are increasing, which pro-
vides us with an opportunity to adapt to this new envi-
ronment.”  He then shared, “I can guarantee that the 
next 100 years will not be like the last 100 years.  For-
eign and domestic terrorism is on the rise, natural dis-

asters are unpredictable, and death and destruction 
are now at your fingertips.  However, let history record 
that the state militia is as strong today as it was in 
1917.”  He concluded, “While the future is uncertain, it 
is with certainty that the MDDF and a community of 
volunteers will always rise to the occasion.”     
 
Maj. Gen. Linda Singh, the adjutant general of Mary-
land began her remarks by thanking the MDDF and 
said, “The Maryland Military Department cannot do 
what we do without your support.”  She continued, 
“One hundred years ago the only thing that was con-
stant was change.  Today the only thing that is con-
stant is change.  We have the opportunity to shape the 
MDDF of the future.”  She then added, “Americans 
have forgotten what it’s like to have a battle on the 
homeland.  However, today’s natural disasters and 
local terrorists constitute our current battles on the 
home front.” She then shared, “I hope that we never 
see the destruction here that occurred during World 
War I.  It takes the will of the people to get through 
something like that, but that’s what the MDDF repre-
sents – the will of the people.”   Gen. Singh expressed 
her wish that, “the MDDF will triple in size because 
that tells me that more and more people are willing to 
give their time and lives for their country.”  She con-
cluded by saying, “If ever we have to defend the home-
land and the Maryland National Guard is called away, I 
know that you will be there.”   
 

MDDF Esprit de Corps Still Strong 100 Years Later   
By: MAJ Stephen Rice srice@mddf.us 

Governor’s 
Citation  pre-
sented to  
BG Cooper 
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In his speech, Mr. Craig shared, “the Maryland 
National Guard had been very active prior to the 
entry of our country into World War I.  Units had 
been sent to Texas to resolve issues which the 
U.S. was having with Mexico in 1916 and they 
actually entered Mexico.  When we entered the 
war, President Woodrow Wilson moved the Na-
tional Guard into federal service.”  Consequently, 
the state was largely left unprotected and he con-
tinued, “In 1916 Germany sent a U-Boat into the 
Chesapeake Bay which reached Baltimore.  This 
caused great fear in the state.”  This fear facilitat-
ed the creation of the Maryland State Guard.  The 
Maryland State Guard was mobilized twice during 
World War I to ease racial tensions across the 
state. Mr. Craig also shared that Governor Emer-
son Harrington who signed the Maryland State 
Guard legislation into law stated before leaving 
office, “We are under deep obligation to the state 
guard.”  Shortly after the war, the Maryland State 
Guard was disbanded. 
MDDF OLD and NEW Uniforms 

 
As the United States entered World War II there 
was again fear on the home front.  On October 
21, 1940 President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed 
Federal legislation authorizing states to again in-
stitute state guards.  Then Maryland Governor 

Herbert O’Connor signed state legislation creating 
the Maryland State Guard on February 14, 1941.  
As a part of the state guard, this legislation includ-
ed for the first time the formation of a black in-
fantry unit.  During World War II, nearly every 
county in the state had a company.  Again, after 
the war the Maryland State Guard was disbanded. 
 
On July 1, 1983 the Maryland Defense Force was 
recreated after being authorized through legisla-
tion signed by then Governor Harry Hughes.  The 
MDDF has continued its service to the state unin-
terrupted since that time.  After presenting Brig. 
Gen. (MDDF) Cooper with a citation on behalf of 
Lawrence J. Hogan, the governor of Maryland, 
Mr. Craig, concluded, “I respect all of you who are 
here now, all of you who were here before and all 
of you who wish to be here in the future.”     
 
The Maryland Defense Force (MDDF) is the 
State’s uniformed volunteer militia unit providing 
competent, supplementary, professional and 
technical support and soldiers to the Maryland 
Military Department and the State of Maryland as 
needed. Established in 1917, the MDDF consists 
of nearly 250 personnel who perform legal, engi-
neering, finance, medical, chaplain, field support 
and ceremonial services for the State of Mary-
land. For more information: 
www.mddf.maryland.gov. 

MDDF Esprit de Corps Still Strong 100 Years Later  Cont 
By: MAJ Stephen Rice srice@mddf.us 
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Maj. (MDDF) Fred San-
ford was  honored as the 
national organization’s 
Officer of the Year.  The 
State Guard Association 
of the United States 
(SGAUS) is the national 
organization of state 
military associations 
that advocates for their 
advancement and sup-
port.  The annual confer-
ence was held from Sep-
tember 22 to 24.  Maj. 

(MDDF) Sanford is currently the Maryland De-
fense Force (MDDF) Officer of the Year and was 
selected in March, at which time he was also 
nominated to SGAUS for the national honor.   
 
“I am very appreciative of this special recognition 
by SGAUS.  I believe that it highlights the hard 
work of my unit, its’ esprit de corps and what we 
have been able to accomplish together.  I was 
very excited about receiving the statewide honor 
earlier this year but this honor is truly extraordi-
nary,” added Maj. (MDDF) Sanford.  A career edu-
cator, Maj. (MDDF) Sanford currently serves as an 
adjunct professor of mathematics at Prince 
George’s Community College while also serving as 
the Job Placement Coordinator at North Point 
High School in Waldorf, MD.  As the operations 
officer in the MDDF’s Professional Service Corps 
unit, he provides pre-deployment and post-
deployment financial advisory services for Mary-
land National Guard unit members.  “Maj. (MDDF) 
Sanford stands out amongst his peers when it 
comes to leadership, management, professional-
ism and effectiveness.  He is very deserving of this 
special recognition,” commented Lt. Col. (MDDF) 

Michael Behringer, chief of staff of the MDDF. 
 
“Maj. (MDDF) Sanford’s exceptional service brings 
honor and recognition not only to himself but to 
all of the members of the MDDF who work tire-
lessly on behalf of the state of Maryland.  We are 
extremely proud of his hard work which exempli-
fies the execution of our mission for the Maryland 
Military Department,” added Brig. Gen. (MDDF) 
Lorenza Cooper, commanding general of the 
MDDF. 
 
The Maryland Defense Force (MDDF) is the 
State’s uniformed volunteer militia providing pro-
fessional and technical assistance to the Maryland 
Military Department. Established in 1917, the 
MDDF consists of nearly 200 personnel who per-
form legal, engineering, finance, medical, chap-
lain, field support and ceremonial services for the 
State of Maryland. For more information: 
www.mddf.maryland.gov. 

MDDF Officer Chosen as SGAUS Officer of the Year  
By: MAJ Stephen Rice srice@mddf.us 
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Steve Kaminski, Deputy Commander of the Mis-
sissippi State Guard, passed away December 30, 
2016. In Mississippi Steve was known for his lead-
ership and innovative programs; and many in 
SGAUS recall Steve from the annual conventions; 
however, he will be best remembered for his ac-
tions on behalf of Medal of Honor recipients. His 
work in this area supports the SGAUS Mission of: 
“Educate public officials and communities of the 
benefits of establishing and maintaining state de-
fense forces.” 
 
Steve was fond of saying his service with the State 
Guard was his second fulltime job, and often he 
found ways for his work as a 777 Captain for Delta 
Airlines to overlap. With Delta he frequently met 
senior military officers and public officials and 
would tell them of his State Guard service and 
how it benefits the community. Steve often said 
that one of the benefits that public officials often 
overlooked when considering the State Guard 
was the experience and network that each volun-
teer brought to the organization. The best exam-
ple of how Steve demonstrated this was at the 
Trail of Honor, an annual event for veterans in 
Jackson, Mississippi. 
 
The Trail of Honor hosts over 30,000 veterans 
during a weekend in May and the Mississippi 
State Guard provides support for this event. One 
of the highlights of the events are the WWII vet-
erans such as the Navajo Code Talkers, Tuskegee 
Airmen and Medal of Honor Recipients. In one of 
the first planning meetings Steve attended as a 
liaison for the Mississippi State Guard, he attend-
ed a budget presentation on how they would like 
to invite more WWII veterans to speak but the 
funds did not allow for this. Stepping out of his 
role at the meeting to discuss logistics, and into 

his position as a Delta pilot he asked, “Would free 
airfare help?” and then met with Delta to help 
sponsor the event. Delta became a major event 
sponsor. If the Trail of Honor had not partnered 
with the State Guard this relationship may not 
have happened. 
 
However, it was at this Trail of Honor event 
where Steve first began to plan a contribution 
that the recipients of our nation’s highest honor 
will be forever grateful for. During the Trail of 
Honor Steve had a chance to talk with the Medal 
of Honor recipients and made a discovery - those 
awarded our nation’s highest honor did not get 
an automatic upgrade to Business Class and since 
many had extensive injuries so legroom was al-
most a necessity. Yet, none complained. Steve 
knew these individuals would never complain, or 
ask for special treatment, or expect to be upgrad-
ed  – but he knew as an officer in the Mississippi 
State Guard and a Delta Pilot he could do some-
thing. He wrote a letter to Edward H. Bastian, 
President, Delta Airlines. The introduction fol-
lows: 
 
Dear Mr. Bastian 
  
There are 79 living recipients of the Congressional 
Medal of Honor. I have had the privilege of meeting 
some of them while flying- but last March I spent time 
on the ground with Medal of Honor recipient Thomas 
R. Norris at the Trail of Honor event in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi where I am a Colonel in the Mississippi State 
Guard. Lieutenant Norris, like many of the recipients, 
had been wounded in action – in his case it was a three
-year recovery in the hospital. We forget that recovery 
from wounds does not mean full mobility, and I have 
noticed many of the recipients I have met often need a 
little extra space when getting up or down. Please con-
sider giving 79 American heroes an upgrade to busi-
ness class. 

Serving the Mission of SGAUS – General Steve Kaminski  
By  Denver Mullican 
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The President and 
Board of Delta Airlines 
agreed with him and 
announced an auto-
matic upgrade for Med-
al of Honor recipients. 
However, Steve was 
not done.  He then dis-
tributed the Delta deci-
sion on upgrades to 
other airlines and in a 
few months this up-
grade became an indus-
try standard. 
 
Steve continued his 
relationship with Medal 
of Honor recipients and 
was an honored guest 
at many of their gather-
ings. He also used his 
relationship and experi-
ences with Medal of Honor recipients in the State 
Guard too. Soon after he accomplished his goal of 
the automatic upgrades, Mississippi State Guard 
members were informed that uniform nametapes 
had to be changed to red from black. There was 
concern among some members that having a 
different color would mean that State Guard 
members would not be viewed as real members 
of the military. Steve countered this perception 
by saying, 
 
 “I was just with eight Medal of Honor recipients 
and they all addressed me as Colonel and thanked 
me for my service to our state. If our uniform is 
good enough for them, I would not worry about 
what someone else said.” 
 

Steve was informed he had cancer in October; 
however, as many in the Mississippi State Guard 
can attest to – he just saw this as a reason to ac-
celerate programs he had started a few months 
previously. Sadly, his prediction of at least six 
months to complete them did not occur – he 
passed away roughly 90 days after his diagnosis. 
 
He was honored this past January with a memori-
al ceremony at Army National Guard Headquar-
ters in Jackson, Mississippi where he was posthu-
mously promoted to General and his widow re-
ceived his Magnolia Cross, the highest peacetime 
medal the Mississippi National Guard may award. 

Serving the Mission of SGAUS – General Steve Kaminski  Cont. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On September 23th 2017 at Myrtle Beach South Carolina, during the State Guard Association Annual 
Conference, a new Commandant for the MEMS Academy was selected, SGM Fred Tredy (CA).  He 
took over the position of Commandant from SGM Tim White (IN) who held the position for 7 years.  
Also in the picture is MAJ Roger Higby (CA) 2005-2010 MEMS Academy Commandant. 
SGM Tredy has been the California State Director for the MEMS Academy for the past 7 years and is 
looking forward to taking the reins of Commandant and leading the Academy to greater heights and 
membership participation.  He has an open door policy and will entertain input and suggestions on 
how to improve the program from any of our State Defense Force partners.  
 
SGM Tredy can be contacted by email at submarine582@verizon.net. 

MEMS Academy Commandants  
 



 
MAJ Alan Bagley, Commander of 2nd Battalion, 3rd Regiment in 

the Tennessee State Guard, was named State Guard Association 

of the United States (SGAUS) Military Emergency Management 

Specialist (MEMS) Academy Deputy Commandant.  Appointed as 

Commandant is SGM (CA) Fred Tredy.  SGM Tredy and MAJ Bag-

ley replace CSM (IN) Timothy White, who held the position from 

2010 – 2017. 

The Military Emergency Management Specialist (MEMS) program 

is part of SGAUS Professional Military Education (PME) program, 

and is designed to prepare military personnel to effectively func-

tion in and operate local or statewide military Emergency Man-

agement mobilizations. The MEMS Academy qualification com-

plies with current US Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Federal Emergency Management Ad-

ministration (FEMA), Incident Command System (ICS), and National Incident Management System 

(NIMS) requirements for emergency management personnel.  Information on the program can be 

found on the SGAUS website at https://sgaus.org/sgaus-academy/mems-academy/  

MAJ Bagley holds a BS in Criminal Justice from East Tennessee State university, and earned the JD 

from the University of Tennessee.  MAJ Bagley currently serves as an Emergency Management Profes-

sional, and is a small business owner in Kingsport, Tennessee.  He joined the TNSG in 2014, first serv-

ing as Engineering Officer in 1st BTN, 3rd RGMT.  He assumed command of 1st BTN, 3rd RGMT in De-

cember 2014, a position he continues to hold to present day.  He attended the Officer Basic Course 

(OBC) and Officer Advanced Course (OAC) with TNSG, and Command and Staff I Course with SGAUS.  

He has earned numerous decorations with TNSG and SGAUS including the Membership Recognition 

Medal, Recruiting Achievement Medal, SGAUS Commendation Medal, SGAUS Meritorious Medal, the 

Officer Achievement Award (3rd), and Commendation Award.  In 2015 MAJ Bagley was recognized as 

both the TNSG Officer of the Year, and as the SGAUS Officer of the Year. 

 
 
 
 
 

MAJ Alan Bagley, CO 1BN 3RGT, Named Deputy Chair for the SGAUS MEMS 
Program 

https://sgaus.org/sgaus-academy/mems-academy/
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Award Nomination Form.  To see these documents ... SGAUS Programs & Awards.  
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Chair at ... aravon.mccalla@igr.in.gov 

SGAUS store has your SGAUS awards at … https://sgaus.org/product-category/

sgaus-products/ 
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CORTLANDT MANOR, Camp Smith Training Site, NY – 
The New York Guard, the state's volunteer state de-
fense force, completed their week-long annual training 
at Camp Smith Training Site, which was held from Au-
gust 5-11. During the week-long training, 35 soldiers 
who were new to the New York Guard completed their 
(IET) initial entry training program, learning basic sol-
dier in skills such as Drill and Ceremony, basic first aid, 
Map orientation and wear and appearance of the New 
York Guard Uniform. In addition, 20 new appointed 
officers completed their in-residence portion of their 
Basic Officer course, and 40 Junior NCO’s completed 
their Professional Development Leaders course (PDLC), 
which prepares them for the role as future NCO’s in 
the New York Guard, and over 40 Soldiers assigned in 
the New York Guard Engineer unit were involved in 
construction projects throughout Camp Smith. After 
Annual training, a graduation ceremony was held, the 
Soldiers who completed IET, BOC, and PLDC were pre-
sented a certification of completion by the New York 
Guard Acting Commander, Colonel David Warager.  

This year also marked the 100th Anniversary of the 
New York Guard, which was established August 3rd, 
1917, when the 24,000 members of the New York Na-
tional Guard were mobilized to fight in France in 1917, 
the state created the New York Guard as a state militia 
to replace the National Guard. National Guard Soldiers 
had been guarding railroad bridges, the New York City 
water system, and the Erie Canal to prevent sabotage 
by enemy agents and state officials want to replace 
that force. Eventually there were 10,000 New York 
Guard members across this state with about 2000 
serving on active duty as a security force. 

At the beginning of the training week, on August 5th, 
2017 the New York Guard held a special centennial 
dinner celebrating 100 Years of Service to the State by 
the New York Guard. The speaker for the evening was 
Brigadier General G Michel Natali, Commanding Gen-
eral, NYARNG 53rd Troop Command, who also attend-
ed the event with COL Isabel Smith, Chief of Staff, 53rd 
Troop Command, & CSM Corey K Cush, 53rd Troop 
Command CSM. BG Natali and his staff were presented 
with a Commerative New York Guard challenge coin 

and Commemorative mug, which celebrates the estab-
lishment of the New York Guard 100 years ago, by the 
New York Guard Acting Commander David Warager. 

As part of the New York Guard Centennial Celebration, 
on August 9th, 2017 the 300 Soldiers attending Annual 
training along with former commanders of the New 
York Guard and invited guests celebrated the 100th 
anniversary of the New York Guard with a commera-
tive plaque unveiling ceremony that Commemorated 
and celebrated the establishment of the New York 
Guard 100 years ago, on August 3rd, 1917. The Com-
memorative plaque was unveiled by Major General 
Anthony P. German, the Adjutant General for the State 
of New York, and Colonel David Warager, who was also 
presented a Citation Commemorating the 100th Anni-
versary of the New York Guard from the Governor of 
New York, Andrew Cuomo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Adjutant General of New York, Major General 
Anthony German Congratulates the New York 
Guard after the unveiling of New York Guard Cen-
tennial Celebration plaque held during the New 
York Guard’s annual training in August 2017 
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(Above)New York Guard in formation during the 
unveiling of plaque Commemorating their Centen-
nial Celebration during their Annual training in 
August 2017 at Camp Smith Training Site. Photo by 
Cpt Mark Getman- NYG, PAO  

During the unveiling ceremony the Adjutant Gen-
eral, MG German remarked “I would like to Con-
gratulate you on behalf of the Governor on your 
celebration of 100 Years of Service to the State of 
New York. Soldiers of the New York Guard you are 
the epitome of what volunteering is about. You 
have answered the call to your State, when called 
upon. Since 1917, New York Soldiers have served 
to protect the State and its Citizens, with 9/11, 
Hurricane Sandy in 2012 and most recently this 
summer assisting with filling sand bags and provid-
ing assistance to the National Guard, where need-
ed with the flooding upstate in Lake Ontario.  I 
appreciate all you do for New York State and its 
Citizens.”  

In addition, the New York Guard was also present-
ed with a framed picture of the New York Guard 
from 1917, honoring their service since 1917 to 
the State, and a Proclamation by the New York 
Senate Honoring the New York Guard’s 100th An-
niversary presented by Jared Manfredi, on behalf 
of NY State Senator Terrence Murphy, 40th Senate 
District where Camp Smith Training Site is located. 
At the end of the ceremony, New York Guard Sol-
diers posed along with New York Guard senior 
leaders with the Commemorative plaque to com-

memorate this historic event, before they re-
turned to their annual training.  

Colonel Warager, Acting Commander of the New 
York Guard stated during his remarks, “When we 
were established at the outbreak of WWI, it was 
manned then, as it is today, with a mix of soldiers 
from across New York State and with both veter-
ans who brought their military experience and 
many soldiers new to the military. Our mission 
then was to protect the Aqueduct supplying fresh 
water to NYC and the Erie Canal from Troy to 
Buffalo.  In the last 20 years, we have been called 
to duty to support missions including: 

• The September 11th attacks, Hurricane Irene, in 
2011, Super Storm Sandy in 2012, the Buffalo 
Blizzard of 2014,  

• the Anti-Terrorism Surge of last fall and Opera-
tion Lake Ontario from May to August of this 
year.  

Each time we have answered the call to serve 
when called out by the Governor in time of need.  I 
want to particularly note and thank the NYG soldiers 
who served on Operation Lake Ontario.  This mission 
was almost three months long.  It was not a “sexy” 
mission, it was filling and distributing sandbags.  It also 
did not have much press coverage beyond the immedi-
ate affected area.  There was more press coverage of 
wild fires out west than the historical flooding that was 
happening right in north-western NY State.   
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But when the call went out the NYG stepped up.  
We met all our commitments to DMNA.  Our sol-
diers were outstanding in their performance. The 
NYG is the true citizen soldier, month after month, 
year after year we train to prepare to be called to 
serve, without pay and in many instances, spend-
ing money out of our own pocket to participate.   

We are called by the opportunity to serve and 
help our neighbors and to serve side by side dur-
ing an activation with our brethren in the Army 
Guard and Air Guard and Naval Militia. As we 
move into our second century we will be focused 
on improving our training and devoting more re-
sources to support our training efforts.  We will 
also continue our recruiting efforts to sustain the 
force to be able to perform our current mission 
and any new missions that are assigned. Thank 
you, all my fellow soldiers in the NYG.  Without 
you, there is no NYG.”   

During World War II the New York Guard was cre-
ated again, and in the 1950s the New York Guard 
was established as a permanent force. The New 
York Guard is a force of 500 uniformed volunteers, 
organized as a military unit, who augment the 
New York National Guard during state emergen-
cies. They provide administrative and logistics sup-
port to the National Guard. Unlike members of the 
New York National Guard, New York Guard mem-
bers do not have a federal military role and do not 
deploy outside the state. New York Guard mem-
bers usually train in a volunteer status and are 
only paid when they are placed on state duty dur-
ing emergencies. Many members of the New York 
Guard are retired members of the National Guard 
and Reserve forces, who bring a wealth of experi-
ence to the force. 

Additional Images from the New York Guard’s an-
nual training and Centennial celebrations can be 
found at the following links:  

https://flic.kr/s/aHsm6ewJ8p 

   https://flic.kr/s/aHsm8Ns7rt 

  https://flic.kr/s/aHsm1XkgF2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

New York Guard Acting Commander, Colonel David 
Warager addresses the New York Guard and guest 
during the New York Guard Centennial Celebra-
tion, held during the New York Guard annual train-
ing on August 9th, 2017.  

 

New York Guard soldiers in the Professional Lead-
ers Development Course (PLDC), held during the 
New York Guard Annual training from August 5-11 
2017 practice land orientation as part of their 
week long course, held at Camp Smith Training 
Site.  
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SGAUS New Look and Feel 
Check out the new SGAUS web site. Click Here 

To access the SGAUS Store you must be a SGAUS member and you 
must sign in. 

 

http://sgaus.org


Improved Members Service! 
 
Paper Applications are a thing of the past. All Memberships 
(New, Renewals, Chapter and Individual) can be processed 
online through the SGAUS website.  
 
All current members may also print their SGAUS member-
ship card from the SGAUS website. Each member is as-
signed a login and a password when a renewal or new 
membership is processed online. 
 
To print your SGAUS membership card go to the SGAUS 
website click on “Update Your Info”, enter your email ad-
dress on file, enter your password and print your member-
ship card. Its that Simple!!! 

 

 

SGAUS 2017 Conference Photos 
 

Click Here 

https://sgaus.org/membership-account/renew-membership/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/7fz0jc3du8wg8ix/AAC-OP5ulafvFYiXgNVnql02a?dl=0


SGAUS Store: Badges & Ribbons 
Check out the new SGAUS web site. Click Here 

To access the SGAUS Store you must be a SGAUS member and you 
must sign in.  Allow 10 business days for delivery. 

Plan Ahead Order Today! 
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After being docked along the shores of the Grand River 

at Brunswick, Mo., for 18 years, the USS Aries (PHM-5) 

was moved to Gasconade (Mo.) Shipyard last Novem-

ber where it has been undergoing renovations to bring 

the former Naval vessel to life for future use as a mari-

time training vessel. 

The Aries will remain at the shipyard at the mouth of 

the Gasconade River, just up from the wine-laden town 

of Hermann, Mo., until May 2017, when it is hoped she 

can be drydocked in Cairo, Ill. In June, Aries would then 

travel north on the Ohio River to Hebron, Ky. for final 

renovations. 

Chaplain Kempton Baldridge with the Seamen’s Church 

Institute, Paducah, Ky., said a week-long cadet orienta-

tion will likely take place onboard in late July, with a 

recommissioning ceremony tentatively scheduled for 

July 30 in Cincinnati, Ohio. Baldridge, who worked 

onboard the Aries in the 1980’s briefly as a Navy Re-

serve officer, has helped the Ohio Navy rehab the ves-

sel by making connections in the marine industry and 

lending a physical hand during the process.  

“The day after Aries celebrates its recommissioning, we 

would commemorate the 120th anniversary of the first 

Ohio Navy training cruise in 1897 with a two-week, 902

-mile river circuit from Cincinnati to East Liverpool, 

Ohio, and return,” said Baldridge. “Aries’ crew, includ-

ing 12 TMAT cadets, would transit all nine of Ohio’s 

locks and dams twice, once northbound and once 

southbound. At least that’s the plan as it stands now.”  

Invited to visit the ship in person, The Waterways Jour-

nal saw just how much literal blood, sweat and tears 

went into making the ship ready for mariners to live 

and work onboard. Despite painting in the scorching 

heat, suffering an occassional bump or bruise, and be-

ing away from home for weeks at a time, the team 

formed to work on Aries remained optimistic about its 

future.  

Team Aries 

According to Baldridge, the USS Aries Hydrofoil Memo-

rial, Inc., The Maritime Academy of Toledo and the 

Ohio Navy have taken steps toward forming a public-

private partnership. The three organizations, in addi-

tion to Aries’ owners and a few other contributors, 

comprise the, as of now, unofficial “Team Aries.”  

“Working together, the goal is for the Aries to serve as 

a training platform for a dozen or so cadets,” said 

Baldridge. “Work will continue on Aries to get her inte-

rior spaces as spruced up as her outside now is. We will 

also strive to upgrade her electronics, safety equip-

ment, radar, communication gear and so on.” 

Overseeing repairs to the engineering components of 

the Aries, which includes an overhaul of the electrical, 

hydraulic and propulsion systems, Jim Meder, a gradu-

ate of the U. S. Merchant Marine Academy and retired 

commander in the U. S. Navy Reserve, said he and the 

other Aries team members are hoping to get financial 

backers and volunteers to transform the U. S. Navy’s 

Cold War speedster into a viable training tool for the 

maritime industry.  

Meder, manager of vessel engineers for American 

Commercial Barge Line, said he does as much as he can 

to help get the vessel up to speed. “The staff that’s 

working on the Aries is amazing,” he said. “It’s amazing 

how everyone can get together. We all owe something 

to the maritime industry. I’m in my sixties now, and I 

want to give something back.” 

Tom Shafer, superintendent of The Maritime Academy 

of Toledo, said he was first approached about the Aries 

last year when Baldridge, representing both Seamen’s 

Church and the Ohio Navy, paid a visit to the academy. 

“He was very impressed with our school,” said Shafer. 

“When he heard about our tall ship training program, 

he told me about the Aries and the potential it could 

have with our cadets. I was very excited about the pos-

sibilities. I’m also a veteran of the U.S. Navy, so this 

partnership really hit home.” 

USS Aries Brought Back To Life By Ohio Navy, Maritime Volunteers 

By: By Heather Ervin 
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Once the Aries’ renovations have been completed, 

Shafer said the vessel will allow the academy’s stu-

dents to work on a modern naval ship in multiple ca-

pacities to learn the value of being part of a crew. “It 

will teach them all life lessons, while also peaking inter-

est in careers in the Navy, Merchant Marine, Coast 

Guard, and especially to the inland river industry,” said 

Shafer. “Our school has a marine occupations and culi-

nary career tech pathway, so the experiences on the 

Aries will fit closely with what we do.” 

Shafer said the academy currently has two boats its 

students use for maritime training. “The students who 

participate on the Aries will get sea time, which is criti-

cal in the maritime industry for all members,” he said.  

The officer in charge of Pre Commissioning Unit (PCU) 

Aries is Ohio Navy Lt. Gary Fischmann, who said every-

one in the unit – from the newest seamen right on up 

to the Admiral himself - have been busy chipping, sand-

ing, scraping and painting the vessel. Fischmann said he 

and the Ohio Navy became involved with the Aries 

after Chaplai Baldridge approached their “boss”, Rear 

Admiral Robin E. Osborn, Ohio Navy Commandant, for 

his endorsement of the proposed project. “He had 

been in contact with the owners of Aries and was in-

strumental in organizing the entire operation,” said 

Fischmann. “He not only personally financed a majority 

of the deployment costs, but he also worked incredibly 

hard on the vessel itself. Baldridge and myself are for-

mer Coast Guard active duty members, and as such, 

are familiar with shipboard tasks.” 

Fischmann said he is proud of the Aries team. “They 

worked tirelessly in extreme heat and exceeded even 

my expectations in the end,” he said. “The Aries own-

ers have been wonderful to work with and have shown 

great trust in us by allowing us to completely run amok 

on their ship and return it to Navy standards as to cos-

metic issues.” 

Despite having a team of supporters updating the ves-

sel to be used as a modern training ship, the Aries has-

n’t always been slated for such a destiny.  

Saved From The Scrapyard 

The USS Aries was, and still is, equipped with underwa-

ter wings known as hydrofoils that could support the 

hull above. One of six Pegasus-class hydrofoils, the 

most advanced class of hydrofoil to serve in the U.S. 

Navy, the 133-foot ship built by Boeing Marine Systems 

in Seattle, Wash., was launched in the Puget Sound on 

November 5, 1981. 

The fleet of six ships could operate through eight- to 13

-foot swells and reach speeds up to 51 knots. The ship 

is 288 gross tons and could carry up to 15 percent of its 

total weight in military gear. Scrapped of its weaponry, 

the ship has retained its 1980’s equipment and tech-

nology, making it a virtual time capsule. 

According to the Historic Naval Ships Association, the 

Aries was home-ported in Key West, Fla., for most of its 

11 years of service. The vessel received several awards 

resulting from highly successful law enforcement oper-

ations against smugglers in cooperation with the Coast 

Guard in the Gulf of Mexico and the east coast of Cen-

tral America.  

The association said the Aries took part in various fleet 

exercises including the “Ocean Venture” and “Solid 

Shield” series. It also participated in a number of UNI-

TAS exercises with Central and South American Navies. 

Aries and the other five ships of the class were decom-

missioned in 1993 with the downsizing of the U.S. Navy 

fleet. 

Missouri Bound 

In 1996, three self-confessed “country boys” from near 

Brunswick decided to bid on an aluminum Navy ship up 

for auction in hopes of scrapping the vessel and turning 

a profit.  

It wasn’t the Aries the men bid on, but its sister-ship 

the USS Hercules. The men closed their bid of $37,777 

and became the owners of the ship for a fraction of the 

cost they assumed they would make off of it in recycla-

ble scrap aluminum.  

USS Aries Brought Back To Life By Ohio Navy, Maritime Volunteers Cont. 

By: By Heather Ervin 
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The men received a phone call to let them know about 

the USS Aries, the only one of the six ships to survive 

intact as a hydrofoil. For an additional $20,000, they 

traded the Hercules for the Aries. 

The three men, Bill Meinhardt, his brother Bob and 

friend Eliot James, prepared for their long journey 

home to Missouri with their new-to-them ship. Of the 

six ships in Aries’ fleet, four had already been scrapped. 

The Hercules was eventually scrapped as well.  

James, president of the USS Aries Hydrofoil Memorial 

Inc., an organization established by the vessel’s owners 

to support the preservation, restoration and operation 

of the ship, said he and the Meinhardts spent four 

months gathering spare parts from Aries’ sister ships in 

various shipyards. Many of these parts, said James, 

would cost millions of dollars to reproduce had they 

not found them.  

Soon thereafter, the owners and a small volunteer 

crew of three or four people took the Aries, under her 

own power, 2,500 miles from Charleston, S.C., where 

the vessel was purchased, down south through the 

Florida Keys and up the Tennessee, Ohio, Mississippi, 

Missouri and Grand rivers to Brunswick, Mo. 

“Once we made it to Missouri, we began restoration of 

the ship and started a museum to preserve the Aries 

and foster growth of the hydrofoil technology,” said 

James. “While we have had our 501(c)(3) tax exempt 

status for several years, we were in a probationary pe-

riod for the first five years of organizational status. We 

have past the probationary period and review by the 

Department of Revenue.” 

The three men spent their spare time outside of their 

full-time jobs making repairs to Aries. They also began 

collecting hydrofoils, and henceforth the museum was 

started.  

The museum’s hydrofoil fleet has grown to include the 

Aries, three dynafoils, a water spyder, President Rich-

ard Nixon’s Volga, a Hi-Foil and the U.S. Naval research 

ship Fresh-1. “We are not focused on static displays, 

but hydrofoils that fly, while we lack the ACS and 

LM2500 for the Aries, we have most of our other hy-

drofoils flying,” added James.  

Although the Aries won’t be a typical static museum, 

tours onboard the vessel could continue in between 

training cruises. Baldridge said the current plan for the 

Aries is to make port visits between training cruises in 

response to various invitations from sponsors and host 

cities. The ship would ultimately return to Gasconade–

its homeport–each fall, or when not in use for under-

way training.  

“If everything comes together successfully in 2017, it 

will help pave the way for Aries to continue as a train-

ing ship in 2018 and beyond,” he said. “Obviously, fi-

nancing is a big factor, but if we do our part, she will be 

better equipped to serve in whatever opportunities 

Aries is presented.” 

 

 
 
 
Below(USS ARIES (PHM-5) at the conclusion of OHNAV 
PCU ARIES week #1, Aug. 7, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OHNAV PCU ARIES 
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(Left)SCSG members passing out food and water to travelers  

As Hurricane Irma, a catastrophic Category 4 storm, threatened a 
Florida landfall in early September, South Carolina State Guard 
(SCSG) members were deployed to prepare for an uncertain out-
come. SCSG partnered with Harvest Hope Food Bank to package 
over 1,500 disaster response meals and 1,200 personal hygiene 
kits. Hundreds of thousands of Floridians and other East Coast 
residents fled the storm by evacuating through South Carolina. 
After the devastation of the storm was complete, the SCSG mem-
bers distributed food and water to the weary travelers stopping 

at Palmetto State rest areas along the return route. One guardsman even took gas out of his own ve-
hicle to help a traveler make it to a gas station.  
 
“Many of [the travelers] have expressed that they do not know what home looks like; if there is a 
home,” stated SCSG Maj. Glenn Hamm. “And we’re here to support them along their way and send 
with them our well wishes, our prayers, and our thoughts with their travels back.” 
 
 

 
SCSG assists in medical evacuation of Hurricane Maria victims 

 
 
 
 
Brig. Gen. R. Scott Dingle, Commanding General of 
the U.S. Army’s Regional Health Command – Atlantic 
(left), presents a challenge coin to Capt. Jason Ross of 
the S.C. State Guard’s 2nd Brigade for his role in the 
National Disaster Medical System operation  
 
COLUMBIA, S.C. – Almost immediately after standing 
down for Hurricane Irma, the South Carolina State 

Guard was activated to assist in receiving, triaging, transporting, and tracking the sick and injured evacuated 
from islands decimated by Hurricane Maria. 96 Guardsmen plus several members serving in their civilian capaci-
ty were on hand to assist dozens of agencies as well as 12 regional hospitals to process evacuees ferried to Co-
lumbia Metropolitan Airport via military C-130 transport planes from Puerto Rico and other Caribbean islands. 
The mission marked the first activation of the National Disaster Medical System – a network of federal depart-
ments coordinating and assisting local resources during a disaster or emergency – in U.S. history. 
 
“We stand ready to help in all lifesaving missions,” stated Maj. Gen. Tom Mullikin, Commander of the State 
Guard. “In the past two years, we provided 34,000 hours of service in connection with Hurricanes Joaquin and 
Matthew. We are proud to serve the citizens of Puerto Rico during this devastating time.”  

SCSG members assist Hurricane Irma evacuees 
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A water rescue demonstration during Operation PALMETTO OVERWATCH 

 
 
COLUMBIA, S.C. – The South Carolina State Guard (SCSG) recently conducted Operation PALMETTO 
OVERWATCH, a search and rescue exercise and public demonstration with city, county, and state 
agencies. Guardsmen, along with firefighters from the Columbia-Richland Fire Department and offic-
ers of the Richland County Sheriff’s Department teamed up, showcasing their ability to locate and 
rescue victims in wilderness, high-angle (requiring ropes and knots), and swift-water environments, in 
full view of the public.  
 
In addition to witnessing the crews, K-9 units, helicopter, and boats in action, attendees could exam-
ine gear utilized by first responders in emergency situations, such as communications equipment, 
medical countermeasures distribution, and emergency shelters. The SCSG capability exercise also fea-
tured a ceremony by the SCSG Honor Guard, and State Guard members displayed historical period 
uniforms.  
 
Contact: CPL Chris Carter (SCSG) 
573.576.7362 
ccarter@victoryinstitute.net 

Multi-agency exercise highlights SCSG search and rescue capabilities 
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As Hurricane Harvey threatened to overwhelm 
local response capabilities, Governor Greg 
Abbott mobilized the Texas State Guard.  
More than 1,000 State Guardsmen with the 
Army, Air, Medical, and Maritime compo-
nents, as well as chaplains judge advocates 
and engineers, responded quickly to assist 
storm victims.  

 State Guardsmen receive extensive training in 
emergency and natural disaster response and 
brought this training to bear during Hurricane 
Harvey. 

 “Helping fellow Texans at the shelters means 
that thousands of displaced families and indi-
viduals will find some comfort in the after-
math of this traumatic event.  I am humbled 
by their resiliency and courage,” commented 
Sgt. 1st Class Thomas Adamowicz, 4th Regi-
ment, Texas State Guard.  

 Emergency evacuation teams deployed to 
assist with the statewide Emergency Tracking 
Network, a system that maintains accounta-
bility of evacuees who travel to American Red 
Cross designated shelters on designated bus-
ses.  State Guardsmen in-processed thou-
sands of evacuees using the ETN system,  al-
lowing families to travel together to the same 
shelter, locate relatives, and eventually travel 
by bus back to their hometown. State Guard-
men also registered family pets into the track-
ing system, giving many pet owners peace of 
mind that they would not have to leave their 
pets behind.   

 Texas State Guard search and rescue teams, 
working jointly with local emergency manage-
ment officials, the Texas National Guard, the 
Department of Public Safety, and local fire 
rescue and law enforcement agencies, went 
into flooded neighborhoods to evacuate resi-
dents trapped by rising water.  Using rescue 
boats or in many cases just wading through 
the floodwaters, State Guardmen rescued 
over 1,300 stranded people and pets, saving 
countless lives.     

 As thousands of evacuees went to American 

Red Cross designated shelters, Texas State 
Guard shelter management teams helped 
evacuees find comfort and keep their families 
together.  Guardsmen set up shelters with 
cots and blankets, dining areas, medical 
rooms, play areas for children, and pet ken-
nels.  One shelter guest commented that the 
Texas State Guard “made me feel relieved 
about being here amongst the other 3,000 
people in this convention center [Kay Bailey 
Hutchinson Convention Center, Dallas, Texas].  
Just because of the soldiers [Texas State 
Guard] presence, we could sleep and eat so 
well.” 

  The Texas State Guard Maritime Regiment 
and the Texas Department of Public Safety 
bring a stranded Houston resident to dry land 
during joint search and rescue operations in 
flooded neighborhoods around Houston, Tex-
as, September 2, 2017.   

 

TEXAS STATE GUARD SERVES FELLOW TEXANS DURING HURRICANE HARVEY 
By:Chief Warrant Officer 3 Janet Schmelzer, Texas State Guard Public Affairs  
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  With the loss of power and water systems, 
many Texas residents in the hurricane strike 
zone needed assurance that their drinking 
water was safe.  “Working with the Texas 
Commission of Environmental Quality and 
local water departments, our unit of profes-
sional engineers inspected water and sewer 
systems.  Our mission was to determine if the 
flood waters had damaged these systems and 
to protect Texans from contaminated water,” 
stated Capt. Ian Taylor, Engineer Direct Re-
port Unit, Texas State Guard.   

   For Texans in immediate need of water and 
food, State Guardmen moved pallets water 
and packed cleaning kits into American Red 
Cross warehouses and supported numerous 
points of distribution, where they handed out 
food, cases of clean drinking water, and bags 
of ice to hundreds of local residents.     

 “The Texas State Guard trains extensively for 
these types of emergencies, which often re-
quire a  wide array of services,” said Capt. 
Esperanza Meza, 19th Regiment, Texas State 
Guard.  “From search and rescue to helping 
our fellow Texans rebuild their lives, the ser-
vices we provided during Hurricane Harvey 
meant the communities impacted by this dis-
aster could count on us to be there when they 
needed us the most.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Texas State Guard Maritime Regiment and the Tex-

as Department of Public Safety bring a stranded 
Houston resident to dry land during joint search 
and rescue operations in flooded neighborhoods 
around Houston, Texas, September 2, 2017.   

TEXAS STATE GUARD SERVES FELLOW TEXANS DURING HURRICANE HARVEY Cont. 
By:Chief Warrant Officer 3 Janet Schmelzer, Texas State Guard Public Affairs  

Texas State Guard member, Spc. Francis 
Encila, 2nd Battalion, Texas Medical 
Brigade, scans wristbands of evacu-
ees boarding a bus in New Braunfels, 
Texas, to an American Red Cross 
shelter out of the strike zone of Hur-
ricane Harvey, September 8, 2017.  
This process is part of the Emergency 
Tracking Network which helps to 
maintain accountability of where 
evacuees are taken during the evacu-
ation process.  The system also helps 
to keep families together as they 
travel to shelters.   
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WESLACO, Texas – Texas Military Department 
service members teamed up with local and state 
partners to participate in the largest emergency 
response exercise in the country.  Operation Lone 
Star brought Guardsmen, medical teams and 
health officials to the Rio Grande Valley to deliver 
medical care to local residents, July 24-28, 2017.  
The training also provides Guardsmen an oppor-
tunity to work alongside medical providers and 
first responders during a large-scale medical mass 
casualty emergency. 
 The Texas Military Department deployed 
Guardsmen from the Texas State Guard and Texas 
Air National Guard to provide medical and admin-
istrative support at five locations: Laredo, La Joya, 
La Feria, Pharr-San Juan-Alamo, and Brownsville.  
The Texas State Guard was the lead military agen-
cy for Operation Lone Star. 
 “Members of the Texas State Guard and 
Texas Air National Guard at this exercise are a 
premier group of officers and enlisted men and 
women who are training on the necessary skills 
that they will need if called to support local and 
state agencies during an emergency,” said Col. 
John W. Wieden, Joint Task Force Commander, 
Operation Lone Star.  “We are developing part-
nerships and strengthening community relation-
ships which are essential in joint operations 
should an emergency or disaster, such as hurri-
canes, tornadoes, or flooding, anywhere in the 
state.”  
 The exercise not only prepares the Texas 
Military Department but also provides a way to 
offer basic medical services to the people of the 
Rio Grande Valley.  Medical personnel from the 
Texas State Guard’s Medical Brigade and Air Na-
tional Guard’s performed physicals, basic dental 
care, gave vaccinations, and tested for diabetes.   
 For Sgt. Silverio Salas, 1st Regiment, Texas 
State Guard, training exercises like this prepare 

Guardsmen to assist the community when disas-
ter strikes. “Helping out the community and guid-
ing the guests to the correct medical stations here 
at Pharr-San Juan-Alamo High School is similar to 
what happens during a real world emergency,” 
said Salas.  “For me, this exercise is the best train-
ing for the Texas State Guard when called to sup-
port local and state agencies during an emergen-
cy or disaster.” 
One patient was grateful for the program that 
provides free dental care to residents.  "I came for 
dental services.  I am very appreciative.  I congrat-
ulate you on your work, in helping the communi-
ty, at no cost to those that come for the services.” 
 

 

  Spc. Steven Butler, 1st Battalion, Texas Medi-
cal Brigade, Texas State Guard, tests a patient 
for diabetes during Operation Lone Star at La 
Joya High School, La Joya, Texas, July 26, 
2017.  The Texas Military Department part-
ners with local, state and federal agencies 
during Operation Lone Star, which is an annu-
al full-scale emergency response and public 
health exercise along the Rio Grande Valley, 
July 24-28, 2017. This exercise prepares re-
sponders to assist Texas during an emergency 
or natural disaster, such as a hurricane or tor-
nado.   

OPERATION LONE STAR  
By:Chief Warrant Officer 3 Janet Schmelzer, Texas State Guard Public Affairs  
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 Operation Lone Star is led by the Texas De-
partment of State Health Services with multiple 
agencies, such as the Texas Department of Emer-
gency Management, the Hidalgo County Health 
and Human Services Department, Cameron Coun-
ty Department of Health and Human Services, and 
the City of Laredo Health Department, plus multi-
ple organizations and volunteers, providing sup-
port. 
 According to James Archer, director of re-
gional health and medical operations center 
(Weslaco), Health Service Region 11, Texas De-
partment of State Health Services, the Texas Mili-
tary Department’s contributions are integral to an 
effective exercise.  “Operation Lone Star 2017 was 
very successful operation.  The Texas Department 
of State Health Services cannot do this exercise 
without our partners such as the Texas Military 
Department, the Texas State Guard, local health 
departments, volunteer organizations, and local 
emergency agencies, which contribute and partic-
ipate at OLS,” said Archer.  “The Texas Military 
Department is key supporting agency.”    
 The Texas State Guard was the lead military 
unit for Operation Lone Star.  The Texas Military 
Department was also by fellow military partners 
from the 139th Medical Group Missouri Air Na-
tional Guard, the 8th Medical Brigade, U. S. Army 
Reserves (NY), the Chilean Army and Air Services 
and the Czech Republic Medical Army Services.  
 

 
 
 

 
1st Lt.  Larry Norotsky, 
1st Battalion, Texas 
Medical Brigade, Texas 
State Guard, listens to 
the heartbeat of a pa-
tient during Operation 
Lone Star at La Joya 
High School, La Joya, 
Texas, July 26, 2017.  
The Texas Military De-

partment provided medical and administrative 
support to local, state and federal agencies 
during the eighth annual Operation Lone Star, 
July 24-28, 2017.  Operation Lone Star is a full-
scale emergency response and public health 
exercise along the Rio Grande Valley which 
prepares responders to assist Texans during 
an emergency or natural disaster, such as a 
hurricane or tornado.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPERATION LONE STAR Cont. 
By:Chief Warrant Officer 3 Janet Schmelzer, Texas State Guard Public Affairs  

Photo above-During Operation Lone Star, Staff Sgt. James Anderson demonstrates to the Czech Military delega-
tion how medical providers collect the vitals and medical history of each patient at Pharr-San Juan-Alamo High 
School, San Juan, Texas, July 24-28, 2017.  Operation Lone Star is a joint emergency training and public health 
exercise along the Rio Grande Valley of local, state and federal partners which trains all emergency responders to 
assist Texans in the event of a natural disaster or emergency. Operation Lone Star gave the Texas Military De-
partment’s state partnership members of the Chilean and Czech Military an opportunity to participate in and 
observe the operations of this mass casualty exercise.  
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MINERAL WELLS, Texas – “Team leader, look what the 
terrain is doing to your formation,” said Staff Sgt. Joe 
Ringnald, platoon sergeant and certified Ground 
Search and Recover (GSAR) trainer as he coached a 
team leader maneuvering a 12-member team through 
heavy terrain.  “Look how that thick foliage to your 
right is driving your entire team to the left.” 
 The GSAR drill was an element of the 4th Civil 
Affairs Regiment, Texas State Guard field training exer-
cise at Fort Wolters Training Center, in Mineral Wells, 
in July 2017.  The Texas State Guard contains a total of 
six GSAR Mission Ready Packages for deployment 
across the state. 
 To kick off the exercise, Regimental Operations 
alerted the GSAR team to assembly and move to a 
nearby remote community where recent storms and 
flooding had resulted in several missing persons. 
 “In this scenario, we knew based on the opera-
tions briefing we were looking for remains.  The 
Guardsmen conducted a deliberate search pattern 
focused on terrain where experience has taught us 
remains were likely to be found,” said Warrant Officer 
Jack Snow, GSAR operations officer. 
 In the Fort Wolters mission, the GSAR team 
conducted two training iterations.  In a daylight scenar-
io, the team conducted a wide-area search resulting in 
the location of simulated human remains.  The team 
then reset and conducted a night operation, success-
fully locating a simulated lost child.  The night search 
was the most advanced and challenging mission the 

unit has undertaken to date. 
 “Guardsmen from this team have deployed on a 
number of real-world GSAR mission,” said Snow.  “Our 
goal here is to share their knowledge and experience 
and to make the training more challenging and under 
more difficult conditions to ensure we can successfully 
execute out in those real-world scenarios.” 
 “Demanding training like this is all about confi-
dence.  When lives are on the line, we don’t want sol-
diers doubting themselves, their leaders or their 
teams,” he added.  To maximize the training value, the 
team rotated several Soldiers through the planning 
and leading roles. 
 “The mission of the 4th Regiment is to provide 
task-organized mission ready teams to support civil 
emergency management authorities principally in the 
disaster response domain,” said Col. Robert Hastings, 
4th Regiment commander, Texas State Guard.  “We 
train to conduct mass shelter operations, emergency 
tracking network operations, search and recovery and 
to augment civil emergency operations centers.  The 
mission ready MRP is the end-state.  There are a num-
ber of enabling skills that are important—such as land 
navigation, first aid and radio operations, but the 
‘magic sauce’ that brings it all together is teamwork 
and leadership, and that’s really the focus of our annu-
al training plan and field exercises like this one.” 
 Texas State Guard GSAR teams are validated 
and certified by other state agencies. 
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SGAUS Store: Badges & Ribbons 
Check out the new SGAUS web site. Click Here 

To access the SGAUS Store you must be a SGAUS member and you 
must sign in.  Allow 10 business days for delivery. 

Plan Ahead Order Today! 
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