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Message from the President 

At no time in our national history 

are our state defense forces more 

relevant and necessary. Nor are they 

better prepared for any and all state 

and national emergencies within our 

respective state jurisdictions, or in 

other states should extra-state SDFs 

be requested. And that among other 

topics are precisely what I and other 

members of our leadership panel 

will be discussing on Sept. 23 during 

our weekend-long State Guard Asso-

ciation of the United States (SGAUS) 

annual conference at Myrtle Beach, 

next month. 

 

I am pleased to announce that 

among the confirmed panelists are 

former U.S. Senator Jim Demint, 

who recently served as pres. of the 

Heritage Foundation; Lt. Gen. Mi-

chael Garret, commanding general 

of U.S. Army Central (formerly U.S. 

Third Army, which is the highest-

echelon U.S. Army component of 

the U.S. Central Command); Maj. 

Gen. Scott Zobrist, commander of 

9th Air Force – which like U.S. Army 

Central is headquartered at our 

own Shaw Air Force Base in Sum-

ter, S.C. – and S.C. Senator Thomas 

A. Alexander, who serves as chair-

man of the Senate’s Labor, Com-

merce and Industry Committee. 

Others invited include U.S. Con-

gressman Tom Rice, who also 

serves as an officer in the S.C. State 

Guard; and U.S. Congressman Joe 

Wilson, a retired Army Reserve 

officer who today serves on the 

powerful House Armed Services 

Committee.  

 

 
Web site: http://sgaus.org/ 

 
MAJ. GEN. (S.C.) THOMAS 
STOWE MULLIKIN, 
Commander of the South 
Carolina State Guard and 
President of the State 
Guard Association of the 
United States 

SDF Times 
Summer 2017 



S.C. Governor Henry McMaster will attend the con-

vention, as will various senior officials from the S.C. 

Military Dept., the command-element organization of 

the S.C. Army National Guard, the S.C. Air National 

Guard, the S.C. State Guard, and the Emergency Man-

agement Div.   

 

Additionally, MG(R) James Livingston, USMC, will be 

attending the 2017 SGAUS "Salute to Heroes" ban-

quet on 23 September.  Major General Livingston was 

awarded the United States' highest military decora-

tion—the Medal of Honor—for heroic actions in 1968 

during the Vietnam War. For more information about 

MG Livingston... Major General James Everett Living-

ston. 

 

This is going to be an unprecedented SGAUS conven-

tion and an exciting weekend not only for SGAUS 

members but for their families and friends: Every-

thing from the leadership panel, the Saturday evening 

awards gala and dinner, the sixth annual Hurricane 

Hike and so much in the beautiful resort city of Myrtle 

Beach, S.C. Sept. 22-24. 

  Thank you all for your service. Thank you for your 

support. And we all look forward to seeing you in 

Sept. In the meantime, please don’t hesitate to let me 

know how I, my staff or my office may be of service to 

you. 

Message from the President Cont. 

Coming Soon! 
 

2017 SGAUS Annual Conference 
21-24 September 2017 

Myrtle Beach, SC 
 

SDF Times—Next Edition 
30 October 2017 

Submission Deadline 
 

MEMS Training Conference 
ICS 300 

20-22 April 2017 
Fort Worth, TX 

 
2018 Mid-Year Conference 

Board Members Only 
21 April 2017 

Fort Worth, TX 
 

JAG Training Conference 
21 April 2017 

Fort Worth, TX 
 

Medical Conference 
21 April 2017 
Fort Wort, TX 

 
2018 SGAUS Annual Conference 

4-7 October 2017 
Joint Forces Training Base 

Los Alamitos, CA 

http://www.cmohs.org/recipient-detail/3346/livingston-james-e.php
http://www.cmohs.org/recipient-detail/3346/livingston-james-e.php


2017 SGAUS Annual Conference – Corporate Sponsors 
Thank You For Your Support! 

(Links are provided to our sponsors.  Please click their image.) 

https://www.bmwusa.com/
http://www.parkerllp.com/
http://sandstormit.com/
https://www.goldfinchwinslow.com/
http://www.mullikinlaw.com/
https://coxwood.com/
http://www.nasar.org/
https://www.narescue.com/
https://www.sceg.com/
http://uspatriottactical.com/
https://specialforcescharitabletrust.org/support-sf-owned-businesses/
http://www.rcsd.net/


2017 SGAUS Annual Conference – Corporate Sponsors 
Thank You For Your Support! 

(Links are provided to our sponsors.  Please click their image.) 

INDIVIDUAL $1,000 DONORS: 

George Patton Waters (Grandson of General George S. Patton) 

BG(TN-R) Kenneth Takasaki/LTC(TN) J. Thomas Smith 

MG(SC-R) James Lockemy/LTC Donald Hayes/CPT William Griffin/1LT Ronald Hayes 

LTC(SC) John DuBose (Dedication to CAPT Vincent C. Scott, USAF, KIA 22 April 1969) 

MAJ(SC) Edgar Kangroo Jansons 

http://bannisterandwyatt.com/
http://www.sg.sc.gov/Provost.html
http://www.cioservicesgroup.com/cr-chago-santiago
http://www.joeellers.com/New/index.htm
http://www.sg.sc.gov/3RD_Brigade.html
https://www.banksconstruction.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For information about the conference and the workshops offered:  Information. 
 
For conference registration:    2017 Annual Conference Registration 
 
For hotel registration:  Hotel. 
 
Hotel and area video: Video. 
 
For family activities and area attractions: Activities& Attractions. 

 

http://sgaus.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/2017-Conference-Training-Events-7.pdf
https://sgaus.org/event/sgaus-annual-conference/?utm_source=wysija&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Did+You+Know
http://embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/M/MYRKPES-SAG-20170920/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0kekvl2tXvM
http://sgaus.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Area-Attraction-Information.pdf?utm_source=wysija&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Did+You+Know


At this time of year State Guard Association 
members can all begin looking forward to 
attending the annual SGAUS Convention.  The 
2017 convention will be held September 21-
24 at the Embassy Suites at beautiful Kingston 
Plantation in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. 
     As Command Sergeant Major of SGAUS, I 
would like to extend a personal invitation to 
each of you to attend the convention this 
year. You are guaranteed to have a great 
time!  September is the perfect time to enjoy 
Myrtle Beach and all it has to offer. The 
weather and water are warm, the crowds 
have thinned, and the convention itself is go-
ing to be packed with good programs and 
events. 
     I would further like to extend a challenge 
to every state that has a State Defense Force 
to try to beat the attendance numbers of 
your host state, South Carolina. I would also 
like to specifically challenge the NCOs out 
there. NCOs are the “Backbone” of our opera-
tions, and I would like to see more of them 
when it comes to the numbers at conven-
tion.  We need more NCOs to actively partici-
pate in SGAUS. If you have never participated 
in SGAUS or attended a conference, there has 
never been a better time than now, and this 
year’s convention, to begin. 
     The convention will include many great 
speakers, beneficial training, opportunities 
for great discussions, and memorable fellow-
ship.  I have personally been blessed by every 
convention I have attended. I truly enjoy the 
opportunities to meet members from other 

states. I have made some lifelong friendships 
with a number of members from previous 
conventions. I always learn from hearing 
what other State Defense Forces are doing in 
their home states. We can all benefit from 
these experiences and use new ideas to 
better our own State Defense Forces. 
     Your SGAUS Officers are working to create 
Standards for all State Defense Forces. Your 
input, ideas and attendance at convention 
can greatly impact this.  SGAUS is here to 
work for you. Please help me make this a suc-
cessful conference. I look forward to seeing 
each of you in Myrtle Beach in Septem-
ber!  Conference registration and hotel reser-
vation information can be found at this link … 
2017 SGAUS Annual Conference.  
     SDF CSMs – I would appreciate an oppor-
tunity to communicate with you.  Please send 
me your contact information.  My email ad-
dress is … mark.freeman@sg.sc.gov 
 

Respectfully,  

CSM(SC) Mark 
Freeman 

South Carolina 
State Guard & 
SGAUS 

State Guard Association Command Sergeant Major 
CSM(SC) Mark Freeman 

https://sgaus.org/2017-annual-conference/
mailto:mark.freeman@sg.sc.gov


CA 

(Camp Roberts, 
CA) – In the cul-
minating event 
of the 2017 An-

nual Training (AT), the smoke cleared around FOB Echo 
as elements of the 1/18th CAV and Honorable Artillery 
Company (HAC) of the British Army conducted an air 
and ground assault against a determined and motivat-
ed opposing force (OPFOR).  The CSMR’s mission, 
along with attached California Army National Guard 
(CA ARNG) CBRNE, MP, Medical, and HHT units and 
personnel, was to provide a realistic and capable 
OPFOR. 
This mission was led by 79th CSMR SPT BDE Charlie 
Company Commander, CPT Daniel Derkum, with the 
support of Soldiers from the 79th SPT BDE, 143rd SPT 
BN, 49th SPT BDE, 224th SPT BDE, 100th SPT CMD, 
163rd SPT GRP, 26th CAV SPT REG, CMH, and the AVN 
SPT BDE. 
Members of the 79th CSMR SPT BDE along with attach-
ments, enthusiastically provided added training value 
to an international AT conducted by the 1/18th CAV 
and the HAC.  After 6 months of preparation, 3 Field 
Training Exercises (FTX’s), 26 exceedingly difficult re-
connaissance and attack missions, the CSMR delivered 
the type of OPFOR that was requested by the 1/18th 
CAV.  
In one of the biggest CA ARNG Annual Training Exercis-
es for 2017 with almost 700 personnel alongside air 
and UAV assets, elements of the CSMR role-played as 
the OPFOR Red Force (REDFOR), providing realistic and 
challenging training for the troops of the 1/18th CAV 
and HAC.  Involving the coordination of hundreds of 
troops from the CA ARNG, British Army, and the CSMR, 
the two-week exercise tested the reconnaissance ca-
pabilities and combat readiness of the 1/18th CAV and 
the HAC. 
The CSMR worked closely with the 1/18th CAV S-2 (CPT 
Joshua Carlson) in coordinating the OPFOR activities. 
When briefing the CSMR on his philosophy of OPFOR, 
CPT Carlson stated, “OPFOR is 50 percent tactics and 
50 percent theater.”  
The 79th CSMR SPT BDE with attachments provided 
just that theater and realism for the 1/18th CAV and 

HAC.  The CSMR introduced a healthy amount of real-
ism and immediacy to the scenarios.  The OPFOR mis-
sions included reconnaissance and combat patrols, 
target identification and engagement, and unconven-
tional harassment using Battle Field Effects (BFX).  
These engagements helped develop and sharpen skills 
and techniques to ensure victory in future missions 
and deployments.  

The overall success of this mission validates the CSMR 
commitment, capability and dedication in meeting the 
Unit embedment support requirements of the CA 
ARNG. 
This AT provided valuable experience for Soldiers of 
the 79th CSMR SPT BDE and attachments, as they be-
came integrated with other units from within the CA 
ARNG, who together, comprised the OPFOR for this 
event.  CSMR tasks included mission planning, briefing, 
troop leading procedures (TLP), and mission execution.  
In addition to all enjoying the FTX, it provided a fantas-
tic opportunity to develop cohesiveness, adaptability, 
capabilities, and esprit de corps. 

When asked what he thought about the Annual 
Training at Camp Roberts, SGT Leguillow re-
marked, “I had a great time…this is an important 
mission that we need to be a part of.” 

CSMR PLAYS A KEY ROLE IN 1/18th CAV & Honorable Artillery Company 2017 Annual Training 

 By: 1LT Joseph Villegas  

“This is an important mis-
sion that we need to be a 
part of…” 

A CSMR team prepares to conduct a patrol of the 
AO at Camp Roberts. 



Saturday 1300-1500 
 

National military leaders along with state and federal elected officials will come together in 
this extraordinary leadership panel to discuss the increasingly important role that State 
Guard forces are playing across the country. SGAUS President and Commander of the South 
Carolina State Guard Thomas Mullikin will moderate this panel of leaders which includes in-
vited guests…the Commanding General United States Army Central Command, Lieutenant 
General Michael Garrett, South Carolina Congressmen Tom Rice (Ways and Means Com-
mittee) and Joe Wilson (House Armed Services Committee ), Former Senator Jim DeMint, 9th 
Air Force Commander, Major General Scott Zobrist, SC Lieutenant Governor Kevin Bryant and 
SC State Senator Thomas Alexander (Chairman, Senate Labor, Commerce and Industry Com-
mittee). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 1800-UTC 
 

This will be a formal military banquet to remember. The evening will include outstanding 
guests, special honorees, a tribute to our Armed Forces complete with a military band and 
choir. Following the formal banquet, a big band will provide music for dancing. Individuals 
who would only like to attend this banquet and not the entire conference may do so, howev-
er you must still register on the SGAUS website. Dress will be ASU’s or suit and tie. 
 
MG(R) James Livingston, USMC, will be attending the 2017 SGAUS "Salute to Heroes" ban-
quet.  Major General Livingston was awarded the United States' highest military decora-
tion—the Medal of Honor—for heroic actions in 1968 during the Vietnam War. For more in-
formation about MG Livingston... Major General James Everett Livingston.  
 
To register for the conference …   2017 Annual Conference Registration 

2017 SGAUS Annual Conference: Other Events 

https://www.army.mil/article/158728/
https://www.army.mil/article/158728/
https://rice.house.gov/
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/
https://joewilson.house.gov/
http://armedservices.house.gov/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_DeMint
http://www.9af.acc.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/1073265/major-general-scott-j-zobrist/
http://ltgov.sc.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=0013636362
http://www.cmohs.org/recipient-detail/3346/livingston-james-e.php
https://sgaus.org/event/sgaus-annual-conference/?utm_source=wysija&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PAO


CA 

All CSMR troops who participated were thanked in 

person and awarded a Certificate of Appreciation 

by the 1/18th CAV Squadron Commander, LTC 

Jeramy Hopkins.  LTC Hopkins stated that the 

level of training provided at this year’s AT was, “… 

of the same level as a National Training Center.”  

In recognition of the CSMRs contributions, CSMR 

Soldiers were invited to participate in the 1/18th 

CAV Spur Ride.  In a first for the CSMR, 2 Sol-

diers from C-Company, 79th SPT BDE, CPT Dan 

Derkum and 1LT Joseph Villegas, participated in 

and completed this time-honored Cavalry tradition.  

After undergoing a rigorous 36-hour course of ruck 

marching, reconnaissance and combat skills tests, 

they proudly earned their silver spurs.  They were 

inducted into The Order of the Spur in a ceremony 

that included the commanding officers of both the 

1/18th CAV (LTC Jeramy Hopkins) and the HAC 

(LTC Mark Wood).   

 

 

The final ruck march of the Spur Ride was led by 

the ceremonial horse-mounted cavalry of the 

CSMRs 26th CAV SPT REG.  Going forward, C-

Company, 79
th
 CSMR SPT BDE, along with all 

who participated, look forward to continuing sup-

porting the missions of the CA ARNG and the Cali-

fornia Military Department. 

CSMR PLAYS A KEY ROLE IN 1/18th CAV & Honorable Artillery Company 2017 Annual Training 

 By: 1LT Joseph Villegas  

Commanding Officer of the 1/18
th
 CAV, LTC 

Jeramy Hopkins and S-2 Officer of the 1/18
th
 

CAV, CPT Joshua Carlson, present certifi-
cates to CSMR troops. 

The California State Military Reserve (CSMR) is the all-

volunteer State Defense Force of the California Military De-

partment.  Our primary mission is to support the Soldiers and 

Airmen of the California Army National Guard (CA ARNG)/Air 

Guard and serve California during times of State Emergen-

cies. 

For more information and joining the CSMR, see us on face-
book.com under C/79th SPT BDE  



The S.C. State Guard will host a CAPEX at the Annual Conference Saturday, 23 
September 2017, from 0800-1700.  Displays will include: Shelter Demonstration; 
Communication Trailer; Ropes and Knots Demonstration; POD Demonstration; 
Medical Resources w/Community Partners; WSAR Demonstration and Honor 
Guard.  States are encouraged to participate.   
 
For more information ... CAPEX 
 
To participate, POC is COL(SC) Bill Oden ... william.oden@sg.sc.gov  

2017 SGAUS Annual Conference – Capabilities Exercise 
Saturday, 23 September, 0800-1700 

http://sgaus.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/CAPEX-ACTIVITY-REVISED-2.pdf


CA 

The MEMS Academy Team in California has been 
providing extended in depth Emergency Manage-
ment Training for over 8 years.  The Team has 
been able to train 100’s of SMR personnel of all 
ranks and rates together using the real life setting 
of the Regional Emergency Operations Center 
(REOC) at Los Alamitos Joint Forces Training Base 
in Southern California.   The Team has been able 
to develop a many actual disaster scenarios which 
the soldiers participate in over a two day period 
and at the conclusion are tested on their abilities 
to pass an Emergency Management test which 
will count for their MEMS Academy Student 
Guidelines Practicum.  The class sizes are kept at a 
level of up to 30 personnel in order that the staff 

is able to provide one on one assistance and 
counseling.  This class is given at least two to 
three times a calendar year other training consists 
of 2 days each training for IS 300 and IS 400 and a 
AWR-160 class is also provided.   It is evident re-
viewing the end of class reviews that the soldiers 
view this training as some of the best training that 
they have taken in their tenure as California State 
Military Reserves.  It is the Teams efforts to main-
tain a high level of Emergency Management ex-
pertise for all trained personnel in the event of a 
call to arms to support our mission of civil sup-
port.   

MEMS Academy Team Training 
By: Fred A Tredy SGM(CA)CSMR 



The Engineer Specialist Qualification Designation (ESQiD) program was developed to create a set of 
credentials to identify a soldier as a qualified individual for providing engineering support to their 
State. To that end, if the SDF in your State Has specific engineering missions and soldiers assigned to 
execute those missions and Mission Essential Tasks Lists (METLs) developed to support those mis-
sions; this is a program open to you.   Unlike the MEMS program, which has a consistency across juris-
dictions, the ESQiD program is made to be tailored to each State’s engineering mission and their 
unit’s METLs.  As such, each State runs its own ESQiD program with the individual State program ap-
proved by the ESQiD Academy.  Currently, the following States have approved trainers: 
 
Alaska     Indiana     Maryland     Mississippi     New York      Ohio     Puerto Rico     South Carolina 
Texas     Virginia     Washington 
 
The following States have approved programs, consistent with their unique missions and METLs: 
 
Alaska          Maryland          New York          Ohio 
 
If you are in a SDF in one of the States listed above, we urge you to contact your 
State ESQiD coordinator.  If you do not see your State listed above, Please discuss through your Chain 
of Command.  If your State is interested, we can discuss with your CG or their designate, how to get 
the ball rolling.  
 
On Friday, 22SEP17 from Engineer (ISR). From 0800-1200 the Engineer Academy is presenting “Is the 
ISR a METL for you?”.  The National Guard Bureau has established the ISR program to develop a mac-
ro model which is annually populated with data from the field to establish infrastructure spending 
priorities. This course will emphasize the importance of identifying the root cause of the 
“Infrastructure Crisis” and of maintaining its viability for a functioning society. It will delve into the met-
rics used in the ISR program to evaluate facilities and well as the building science of what you will be expecting.  

 
The Functional Area Training scheduled for Sat. 23SEP17, at the SGAUS Convention, is to re-introduce 
the program and to help participating States, new and existing, move their programs forward, share 
lessons learned and touch back on the prior "train the trainer" sessions. 
 
To register for the conference … 2017 SGAUS Annual Conference. 
 
POC for the SGAUS Engineer Program is LTC(MD) Edward Hubner, PE, ehubner@mddf.maryland.gov 
 
Again, we thank you for your interest and your help to move the program 
forward. 

The Engineer Specialist Qualification Designation (ESQiD) program ! 

https://sgaus.org/2017-annual-conference/
mailto:ehubner@mddf.maryland.gov


GA 

He’s known across the country as a consumer advocate and radio host, but Clark Howard also 
serves as a Captain in the Georgia State Defense Force. 
“We have a proud military tradition,” Howard said of his family. “From when my family first 
got to America, we have been expected to serve, and we’ve done so with pride.” 
The grandson of four Eastern European immigrants, Howard loves the United States and the 
many opportunities the country has given his family. He doesn’t share some of his fellow 
Americans’ pessimism that has arisen in recent months: 
“We have a special secret sauce here, and that’s our people. The innovation, the courage of 
Americans, the very vastness of our land and the resources we have, have made us the most 
powerful nation on Earth. But ultimately, what’s made us so powerful is our ideas, our sense 
of freedom, and how about us as Americans with the diversity we have. The diversity has 
been something that has allowed the incredible creativity we have in this great nation of 
ours.” 

My fellow Americans | Consumer expert Clark Howard believes “our best years are in 
front of us” 

http://rare.us/rare-news/god-bless-america/my-fellow-americans-consumer-expert-clark-howard-believes-our-best-years-are-in-front-of-us/


The SGAUS Chaplain School will commence in Myrtle Beach, SC, 21-24 
September, 2017. There are eight 2 hour training sessions planned 
beginning Thursday, 21 September at 1400 hours. This is an exciting 
time to be part of SGAUS, especially for Chaplains. 
Our mission is to provide Support for the Living, Care for the Injured 
and Honor for the dying. We accomplish this mission by training at the 
same level as our counterparts on active and reserve duty. Chaplains 
are being challenged as never before so the profile of future Chaplains 
is evolving to meet the demands of an ever-changing environment. 
Therefore, our objective is to be both theologically as well as psychologically trained and pre-
pared. Our medical professionals have succeeded by healing the mind and body but not the 
soul. Until recently it was overlooked. The metaphysical combination of mind, body and spirit 
has to work in tandem for us to be fully functional. This has changed our view of training. We 
must attain and keep high standards to meet our future challenges. 
SGAUS can and will lead the way of our nation in preparing and molding future Chaplains to 
meet and excel at any challenge. In that context, we will offer a variety of courses that will 
enhance Chaplain skill, knowledge and ability. A host of out-standing professionals from 
around the country will be teaching the classes this year. 
 
This training will be concurrent to the SGAUS Annual Convention from September 21-24, 
2017.  Courses and instructor bios … Instructor Bios. 
 
Login for more information about the SGAUS Chaplain Program … SGAUS Chaplain Academy.  
To register for the conference … 2017 SGAUS Annual Conference. 
 
POC for the SGAUS Chaplain Program is CH(LTC-SC) Donald Hayes, donald.hayes@sg.sc.gov  
 

The SGAUS Chaplain School  
Chaplain (LTC) Donnie Hayes Command Chaplain, SGAUS 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/i0e3s42vpjsty98/BIO%20Chaplains.docx?dl=0
https://sgaus.org/sgaus-academy/chaplain-academy/
https://sgaus.org/2017-annual-conference/


GA 

Disaster Preparedness Training 
By Pfc. Andreas Alsdorf  

GUARDIAN CENTERS, Perry, Ga., March 29, 2017 

– It is the aftermath of a Category 3 hurricane, a 
dreadful scenario. Hurricane Alan made landfall 
on the Georgia coast and is making its way into 
Tennessee. In its wake, Hurricane Alan leaves 
behind disaster, trauma, and suffering. 
In the path of the storm, all that can be seen are 
collapsed buildings, crushed cars, and an over-
turned school bus laying on its roof. In the air, 
the sound of people crying for help from nearly 
every direction as they are trapped in manholes, 
vehicles, and burning homes. 
Fortunately, this is only a simulation. As part of 
Vigilant Guard 2017, a true-to-life simulation has 
been created at the Guardian Centers in Perry, 
Georgia. Guardian Centers is an 830 acre disas-
ter preparedness and tactical training center 
located approximately 100 miles south of Atlan-
ta. 
"This is an inter-agency, multi-regional exercise 
that exercises the Georgia Department of De-
fense, the Georgia Emergency Management 
Agency, and a host of other state and local agen-
cies, to work as multi-agency partners in re-
sponse to a natural disaster," said Col. Wallace 
Steinbrecher, commander of the 201st Regional 
Support Group, Georgia Army National Guard.  
As the simulated catastrophe unfolds in dra-

matic fashion, many action-laden scenarios can 
be witnessed: The Georgia Army National Guard, 
U.S. Air Force and local first responders team up 
to evacuate a casualty from a manhole, Valdosta 
firefighters preparing to enter smoke-filled 
buildings, facing gas and fire hazards. Swiftly 
clearing buildings, multiple Search and Rescue 
Teams rush in, evaluate medical conditions, and 
immediately evacuate and transport casualties. 
During the exercise, multiple agencies worked 
together to provide medical attention to a seem-
ingly endless stream of simulated casualties. 
"A simulated exercise this scale, different agen-
cies working together as they would during an 
actual emergency is a priceless opportunity to 
learn how partners work- and how we all best fit 
with each other," says Col. Steinbrecher, explicit-
ly mentioning the support the Georgia State De-
fense Force provides to the Georgia Army Na-
tional Guard. 
Nothing can stop the overwhelming power of a 

hurricane, therefore, first responders must prac-

tice and be ready when called to respond. 

 

TRADOC Names Award For Col. Bumann 
By 2nd Lt. Michael Chapman 
 
 

CLAY NATIONAL GUARD CENTER, Marietta, 
Ga., June 14, 2017 – 
Col. Timothy A. 
Bumann, State Anti-
Terrorism Officer and 
longtime member of 
the Georgia State De-
fense  GSDF), passed 

away in April of 2017.  



     If you are a licensed attorney and are interested in earning a JAG certifica-
tion, the online portion of the SGAUS JAG Training Program, Practicing Mili-
tary Justice, is now available through the SGAUS website. All active State 
Guard member attorneys that are commissioned officers at the time of suc-
cessful completion of the Training Program's online and in-person course 
requirements will be eligible to receive the SGAUS JAG Skills Qualification 
Badge. The next opportunity to complete this new program will be at the JAG 
Training Conference in Myrtle Beach, SC in September 2017.  
     The SGAUS JAG Training Committee is capitalizing on its string of success-
ful annual Training Academies by expanding its frequency to include a Train-

ing academy that corresponds with the SGAUS 2017 Annual conference in Myrtle Beach, South Caroli-
na in September 2017. State Guard JAG’s from multiple states, will converge upon the Embassy Suites 
for a MILOPS lectures and a rigorous trial advocacy skills practicum. Highly respected guest lecturers 
will talk on a variety of legal topics, including Cyber-Security and Anti-Terrorism. CLE credit is offered 
for most courses, but is not guaranteed for all attendees. 
     Beginning in 2016, SGAUS implemented a JAG Skills Qualification Program which is available to all 
State Guard JAGs who are active members of SGAUS. To become JAG skills certified, the participant 
must successfully complete all ten on-line training modules that are currently offered through the 
SGAUS PME Academy. Next, the participant must attend no less than 4 hours of MILOPS training that 
is offered at a SGAUS sanctioned event, such as the mid-year or annual conferences. Finally, the par-
ticipant must demonstrate proficiency in a mock trial advocacy practicum, which are also offered at 
sanctioned SGAUS events. Successful candidates will be awarded a JAG Skills Qualification Certificate. 
As an alternative, JAG’s with documented prior Federal experience will be grandfathered into the Pro-
gram. 
     All active SGAUS members who are also State Guard JAG’s are encouraged to earn their SGAUS JAG 
Skills Certificate. The JAG Skills Qualification Pro-gram point of contact is CPT (TX) Michael Parker, 
who can be reached at mrp@parkerllp.com, and Michael.r.parker@txsg.state.tx.us. CPT Parker can 
also be reached at his Ft. Worth, TX office: 817-442-9500. There is no charge for the on-line training 
modules, and the fee for attending the one-day JAG Training Academy is just $50. JAG Academy 
attendees are responsible for their own transportation and lodging. Becoming JAG Skills Certified and 
attending the mid-year for annual conferences are the best possible ways for State Guard JAG’s to 
prove their value as force multipliers and to network with JAG’s from other states. 
 
For questions, contact CPT (TX) Michael R. Parker by email at mrp@parkerllp.com. or CPT(IN) Aravon 
McCalla by email at aravon.mccalla@igr.in.gov 
 
To register for the conference … 2017 SGAUS Annual Conference. 
 
For more information about the JAG training program, please go to this link … SGAUS JAG Academy. 

JAG Training Program! 

https://sgaus.org/2017-annual-conference/
https://sgaus.org/sgaus-academy/jag-academy/
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TRADOC Names Award For Col. Bumann Cont. 
By 2nd Lt. Michael Chapman, michael.chapman@gasdf.us 

In honor of his outstanding service, Training 
and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) has creat-
ed the Col. Timothy A. Bumann Honor Grad-
uate Award for the Basic Officer Leadership 
Course (BOLC). This recognition is given to 
the BOLC graduate with the highest academ-
ic achievement in each cycle. 
Col. Bumann, a U.S. Coast Guard veteran, 
served in a variety of roles in the GSDF, in-
cluding commander of the 57th Schools and 
Training Battalion, predecessor of TRADOC. 
Col. Bumann’s served as the Anti-Terrorism 
Officer at Headquarters for both the GSDF 
and Georgia National Guard. Prior to his 
time at Headquarters, Col. Bumann served 
in the 911th Support Battalion in the Force 
Protection unit. 
His leadership in the 57th Schools and Train-
ing Battalion revitalized the GSDF’s Officer 
Candidate School (OCS). Col. Bumann served 
as OCS Commandant for several years and 
also managed the GSDF Professional Military 
Education program. 
Col. Dennis Watts, Commander of TRADOC, 
said, “I had the privilege of working with Col. 
Bumann for many years, and he brought on-
ly the highest level of professionalism and 
commitment to everything he did. He set 
the standard for OCS, and we are happy to 
recognize him through naming this award in 
his honor.” 
Col. Bumann’s widow, Ms. Karan Bumann, 

added, “Tim loved serving and he would 

beam with pride about this accolade. Thank 

you for honoring him and keeping him alive 

in everyone’s thoughts.” 

 

Promotion and Award Ceremony 

By 2nd Lt. Michael Chapman, 

CLAY NATIONAL GUARD CENTER, Marietta, Ga., 
July 10, 2017 – The Georgia State Defense Force 
(GSDF) recently held a promotion and award 
ceremony recognizing several members for their 
dedicated service. The ceremony, held in Ogle-
thorpe Hall inside the Joint Forces Headquarters, 
was attended by Brig. Gen. Tom Danielson, GSDF 
Commanding General, along with members of 
the GSDF and Georgia Army National Guard, as 
well as friends and family. 
 

 

Col. Robbie Chavis is pinned with his new 

rank by his wife at Clay National Guard 

Center in Marietta, Georgia, July 9, 2017. 

mailto:michael.chapman@gasdf.us


NASAR (National Association for Search and 
Rescue) Training be held at the 2017 State 
Guard Association of the United States 
(SGAUS) Annual Conference in Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina, on 22 & 23 September. This 
will be the first training and conference 
for NASAR personnel. 
The Introduction to Search and Rescue 
(ISAR)/SARTECH III course is designed to pro-
vide knowledge concerning the general re-
sponsibilities, skills, abilities, and the equip-
ment needed by persons who would be par-
ticipating in a search or rescue mission. The 
course is based around rural and wilderness 
environments but the material is recom-
mended as a base of knowledge for all SAR 
environments. 
ISAR/SARTECH III is the first course in a step-
ping stone approach to higher level NASAR 
courses of training for emergency personnel. 
It provides a common starting point in train-
ing for the new person to SAR and in many 
cases, an excellent refresher course for the 
more experience SAR worker. This common 
starting point provides continuity during SAR 
operations and future training of all team 
members. The recommended number of 
hours for the course is (16) sixteen. ISAR is 
also designed to prepare the student for SAR-
TECH III certification, according to the 
knowledge objectives defined in the NASAR 

Certification Criteria for SARTECH III. 
 
For conference registration:  2017 Annual 
Conference Registration 

More information on the NASAR Conference 
and Training can be had by contacting 1SG
(SC) Christopher Bryant at Christo-
pher.bryant@sg.sc.gov  

 

NASAR Training 

https://sgaus.org/event/sgaus-annual-conference/?utm_source=wysija&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PAO
https://sgaus.org/event/sgaus-annual-conference/?utm_source=wysija&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PAO
mailto:Christopher.bryant@sg.sc.gov
mailto:Christopher.bryant@sg.sc.gov
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Promotion and Award Ceremony Cont. 

By 2nd Lt. Michael Chapman, 

Three GSDF members were promoted by Brig. 
Gen. Danielson: Lt. Col. Peter Catlin and Lt. Col. 
Robbie Chavis were both promoted to Colonel; 
Capt. Vadim Timchenko was promoted to Major. 
Col. Catlin is the GSDF Staff Judge Advocate, Col. 
Chavis is commander of 5th Brigade, and Maj. 
Timchenko is the Public Affairs Branch Chief. 

Along with the promotions, several awards were 
also presented. Brig. Gen. Danielson presented 
the Meritorious Service Medal to Capt. Clark 
Howard. The medal was awarded to Capt. How-
ard for sustained performance of outstanding 
service in a position of responsibility and trust. 
Capt. Howard joined the GSDF after the Septem-
ber 11, 2001 terrorist attacks and has been a 
dedicated member. Throughout his many years 
in the GSDF, Capt. Howard has performed his 
duties in an outstanding manner, which has 
clearly aided the GSDF in furthering its mission. 

In addition, members of the GSDF Public Affairs 
Branch were recognized for their participation in 
Vigilant Guard 2017 last spring. Vigilant Guard 
2017 was a joint regional training exercise spon-
sored by U.S. Northern Command in conjunction 
with the National Guard Bureau. The exercise 
provided the National Guard with an opportuni-
ty to improve cooperation and relationships with 

lo-

cal, 

state, regional civilian, military, and federal part-
ners in preparation for emergencies and cata-
strophic events. The GSDF Public Affairs Branch 

worked closely with the Georgia Department of 
Defense Office of Public Affairs to tell the story 
of Vigilant Guard and the Georgia National 
Guard. In recognition for the outstanding work, 
these GSDF members each received an Achieve-
ment Medal from Brig. Gen. Danielson. In addi-
tion, Capt. Charles Emmons, commander of the 
Georgia National Guard 124th Mobile Public 
Affairs Detachment, presented certificates of 
appreciation to each member of the GSDF Public 
Affairs Branch. 

Col. Peter Catlin is congratulated by Brig. 

Gen. Tom Danielson during his promotion 

ceremony at Clay National Guard Center 

in Marietta, Georgia, July 9, 2017. 

Brig. Gen. Tom Danielson presents the Georgia 

State Defense Force Meritorious Service Medal to 

Capt. Clark Howard at Clay National Guard Cen-

ter in Marietta, Georgia, July 9, 2017. 

Capt. Charles Emmons, commander of the 124th 

Mobile Public Affairs Detachment, presents cer-

tificates of appreciation to members of the Geor-

gia State Defense Force Public Affairs Branch at 

Clay National Guard Center in Marietta, Georgia, 

July 9, 2017. 



The S.C. State Guard' six annual Hurricane Hike will be held during the SGAUS 
Conference on the beach Saturday morning, September 23rd. This year, it will 
be slightly modified 5k for all conference participants.  For those attending the 
conference, this will be a walk on the beach.  A team building event so come 
and participate. 
The Hurricane Hike has been used as a training and conditioning exercise aimed 
at helping prepare members of the State Guard and first responders for any sce-
nario in which they might be tasked with moving into areas deemed impassable 
by vehicles in the aftermath of a disaster. Members of the S.C. National Guard, 
U.S. Air Force, U.S. Marine Corps., U.S. Army (including the Special Forces com-
munity), cadets from The Citadel, emergency responders and others have par-
ticipated in past Hurricane Hikes with the State Guard. 
You can register as a Competitor (carry a 45lb backpack required) or as a Partici-
pant (no backpack required). All ages may take part in this fun event which 
starts and finishes on the beach in front of the hotel. Everyone who takes part 
will receive a commemorative Hurricane Hike tee shirt. 
Plan on attending the Hurricane Hike, Saturday, 7:00 - 9:00 am, 23 September. 

Hurricane Hike: 



IN 

INDIANAPOLIS – The secret is out.  Several Indi-
ana state departments now know, first hand, that 
the Indiana Guard Reserve (IGR) is ready to set -
up and staff the Indiana State Department of 
Health (ISDH) mobile hospital.   
 
The week of July 9, dozens of IGR Soldiers volun-
teered to build, demonstrate, and tear-down the 
medical tent.  The event was part of a Counter 
Terrorism and Security Council meeting, which 
was attended by numerous state agency heads, 
members of District 5 of the Indiana Department 
of Homeland Security (IDHS) and federal partners.  
IDHS asked the IGR to set-up the field hospital 
tent as part of this display.    
 
In just a few hours, Guard Reservists unloaded the 
tent and medical equipment, box by box, built it 
from the ground up, wired the electricity and air 
conditioning, and staffed it. 
 
Maj. Gen. Bruce Bowers says this is one more way 
the IGR has proven it is ready to act during a dis-
aster. 
 
“The Indiana Guard Reserve is here to assist the 
citizens of Indiana, through the Indiana National 
Guard, in both civil events and during time of 
emergencies,” Bowers said.  “Our Soldiers and 
Medical Command are able to set up, staff and 
operate the mobile hospital anywhere in the state 
that it is needed within four hours of arriving at 
the appointed site of operation.   We train for 
such emergencies several times a year and are 
willing and able to get the job done if the need 
arises.” 
 
Since the IGR first unpacked the ISDH mobile hos-
pital more than two years ago, its members have 

held numerous training sessions to become profi-
cient setting it up and operating it. During these 
exercises, which took place across the state, from 
Warsaw to Edinburgh, dozens of Soldiers have 
learned the most efficient way get the hospital 
running. 
 
During the Indiana Department of Homeland Se-
curity event, Guard Reservists also showed some 
of their other capabilities.  They escorted VIPs 
through the facilities and provided other logistical 
support during the two-day event. 
 
 
 
 

Guard Reservists demonstrated the capabilities of the 
Indiana State Department of Health mobile hospital to 
state officials on July 12  

Indiana Guard Reserve demonstrates readiness to act during medical emergencies or nat-
ural disasters 
By: Maj. Terry Heifetz  



A Unit Public Affairs Representative (UPAR) 
Training and Conference will be held at the 
2017 State Guard Association of the United 
States (SGAUS) Annual Conference in Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina, on 22 September. This 
will be the first training and conference for 
UPAR personnel, and it will be modeled on 
trainings held for the Military Emergency 
Management Specialist (MEMS) and Judge 
Advocate Generals (JAG). Content for this full 
day training will cover topics such as National 
Incident Management System (NIMS) Basic 
Guidance for UPAR, best practices for State 
Defense Force (SDF) UPARs at headquarters 
and unit level, recommendations for table top 
exercises for UPAR personnel, and additional 
training and information. 
The rationale for the training is to heighten 
awareness of duties of UPAR personnel in 
SDFs. In the 21st century the role of the UPAR 
with respect to public information, especially 
with a rapidly changing social media environ-
ment and the role that SDFs play in disaster 
relief, is increasingly important. To function 
professionally the UPAR should begin to work 
toward an attitude of a professional training 
and best practices of UPARs will be shared to 
help achieve this end.  SDFs can improve in 
getting the story of SDFs and their mission to 
all Americans, and these techniques can be 
learned and practiced.  The way to do this is 

to begin the development of a profession-
al UPAR corps.  Doing so will have a positive 
affect on public perception, influencing state 
legislators and recruitment as well as creating 
a sense of community among SDF forces. 
Examples of content that will be discussed 
include how to run social media inside an SDF 
unit (Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram); write 
articles for SGAUS and SDF magazines and 
newsletters; shoot photo's, post-process pic-
tures, and maintain an archive; shoot and edit 
video and upload to DVIDS and maintain an 
archive; produce commemorative items (t-
shirts, poker chips, photo books, coins, and 
other paraphernalia); and keep a history of 
the unit. 
 
For conference registration:  2017 Annual 
Conference Registration 
 
 
More information on the UPAR Conference 
and Training can be had by contacting 1LT 
Steven Estes at LTSteven.Estes@icloud.com. 
 
 

Unit Public Affairs Representative Training Conference: 

https://sgaus.org/event/sgaus-annual-conference/?utm_source=wysija&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PAO
https://sgaus.org/event/sgaus-annual-conference/?utm_source=wysija&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PAO


IN 

(INDIANAPOLIS) -- The Indiana Guard Reserve 
(IGR) completed its inaugural Commander’s Lead-
ership Certificate Course (CLCP) April 2017 at 
Camp Atterbury, Indiana. Modeled from other 
general officer courses in other branches, the 
CLCP was designed for the most senior ranking 
officers in the IGR. The seven month course in-
cluded the general’s staff, including the Com-
manding General, Deputy General, Chief of Staff, 
unit commanders, and Training Academy instruc-
tors. The course was limited to those strictly se-
lected by the Commanding General, generally 
holding the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and above. 
 
The course included significant readings, including 
books taken from other general officers courses, 
and position papers on topics pertaining to State 
Defense Forces. The 16 member group also men-
tored each other and discussed in detail topics 
that would prepare the IGR for missions within 
the state of Indiana. 

The Training Academy within the IGR is a very 
professional unit that includes both prior service 
personnel and university-level administrators and 
faculty. The unit provides the following courses: 
Basic Training Academy (6 months), Basic Non-
commissioned Officer Training Academy (6 
months), Advanced Noncommissioned Officer 
Training Academy (6 months), Officer Training 
Academy (9 months), Advanced Officer Training 
Academy (6 months), Sargent Majors Course (4 
sessions), and the Generals Staff College Com-
manders Leadership Certificate Program (7 
months). 
 
Plans are to offer the CLCP to all State Defense 
Forces in a five-day resident program in Indiana in 
2018. For more information contact LTC Tom 
Jackson at tom.jackson@igr.in.gov. 
 

Indiana Guard Reserve Completes Inaugural General Staff College Course 
By LTC Tom Jackson, Indiana Guard Reserve, Training Academy 



SGAUS is planning to institute a Medical Academy.  There will be an organizational meeting 
at the upcoming SGAUS Meeting in Myrtle Beach, SC.  The meeting will be held on Saturday 
23 Sep 2017, 1000-1200.  All Medical personnel attending the SGAUS convention are encour-
aged to participate in this initial meeting.  Personnel invited include physicians, dentists, 
nurses, advanced nurse practitioners, veterinarians, medical service corps officers, behavioral 
health professionals, physicians assistants, EMTs, and paramedics as well as any other inter-
ested parties.  The purpose of this meeting is to determine the types of medical organizations 
existing in the various State Defense Forces and to develop plans for appropriate medical 
training which can and should be offered by SGAUS as well as to develop a sharing of con-
cepts and cooperation between medical activities of the various state defense forces.   
 
This initial meeting will last approximately 2 hours.  If you wish to discuss your state defense 
force organization, audio visual equipment to allow short power point slide presentations 
will be available.   
 
If you know you are going to attend and especially if you would like to add to the formal dis-
cussion, please contact: David J Cohen MD, FACS, BG, TXSG (ret), Chair, SGAUS Medical Acad-
emy, Email:  dcohen@satx.rr.com. 
 
For conference registration:  2017 Annual Conference Registration 

Medical Academy of SGAUS  

https://sgaus.org/event/sgaus-annual-conference/?utm_source=wysija&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PAO


MD 

On April 22, 2017 the Maryland Defense Force 
(MDDF) held its Annual Muster at the Fifth Regi-
ment Armory in Baltimore.  The Annual Muster is 
a mandatory all day training activity for all Mary-
land Defense Force personnel.  Company for-
mation and ceremonies commenced at 9 a.m.  
The keynote speaker for this year’s muster was 
retired Lt. Gen. H. Steven Blum, the former depu-
ty commander, U.S. Northern Command.   
 
Lt. Gen. Blum in his remarks illuminated the his-
torical spirit of the MDDF and shared, “the MDDF 
is today’s version of the men and women going 
back to the colonies who volunteered to serve 
their state in a time of need.”  He continued, “In 
1814 when citizen soldiers left farms, churches 
and shops to repel the British invasion of Balti-
more, it was people like you who beat the same 
British soldiers who had defeated Napoleon.  It is 
because of people like you that we are not British 
citizens and subjugated to a foreign king.”   
 
The general also highlighted the current relevance 
of the MDDF and stated that, “the MDDF com-
pletes the Maryland National Guard.  You provide 
them with capabilities that they do not have 
which makes you very valuable.  This system 
works well because the state does not have un-
limited resources.”  In conclusion he shared that, 
“our citizen-soldier system is the envy of the 
world.  It’s the glue that keeps our nation togeth-
er.  I offer my many thanks for what you do, what 

you’ve done and what you will do for my grand-
children and their grandchildren in the future.”     
 
Brig. Gen. Timothy E. Gowen, the assistant adju-
tant general - army also spoke and brought 
greetings on behalf of Maj. Gen. Linda Singh, the 
adjutant general of Maryland.  He remarked, “The 
Maryland Military Department appreciates your 
service and your willingness to change and evolve 
as an organization in order to continue to support 
our needs.  Let’s continue on this path to better 
work together and support the State of Maryland. 
“ 
 
In his speech, Brig. Gen. (MDDF) Lorenza Cooper, 
commanding general of the MDDF, referenced 
the past but focused on the future.  “Although the 
MDDF has a distinguished history, we are and will 
continue to go through necessary change.  
Change brings about chaos, which leads to disrup-
tion.  However, out of disruption there is oppor-
tunity.”  He continued, “There is an opportunity 
for the MDDF to move forward to better align 
with the Maryland Military Department.  There is 
also an opportunity for MDDF volunteers to seek 
new positions of responsibility and challenge 
themselves.  Let us all embrace this opportunity 
and rise up to the challenge.” 
 
The Maryland Defense Force (MDDF) is the 
State’s uniformed volunteer military unit provid-
ing professional and technical assistance to the 
Maryland Military Department. Established in 
1917, the MDDF consists of nearly 250 personnel 
who perform legal, engineering, finance, medical, 
chaplain, field support and ceremonial services 
for the State of Maryland. For more information: 
www.mddf.maryland.gov. 

Lt. Gen. (Ret.) H. Steven Blum Keynotes 2017 MDDF Annual Muster 
By: Maj. Stephen Rice  



Greetings to all the members of the Academy, 
 
I would like to address a few issues in this issue of the SGAUS newsletter. 
 

The first issue which is already posted in the 2017 Student Manual is that 
practicum’s should be done within 18 months of becoming a MEMS candi-
date. 
 
I would prefer that you do it as a member of your State Guard. However, 
with some FEMA personnel coming on board this would be hard to enforce.  
The 18 month rule stands in place, weather you do it prior to becoming a 

MEMS candidate or not. 
 
The second issue is that of waivers. The waiver policy has been put in the student manual, 
and it will be strictly enforced.  This doesn’t include reciprocity.  
 
The third issue is curriculum. There will be several minor changes to the student manual cur-
riculum that will take place in 2018. Remember that if you are already enrolled in a program 
you will have 120 days to complete the program on the previous year’s criteria.  One of the 
issues we will be addressing is that Master MEMS is just Master MEMS and that you can earn 
it two ways.  We will outline this at the SGAUS Conference in September.   Our meeting is on 
23 September, 1000-1200 
 
To register for the conference …   2017 Annual Conference Registration 
 
In conclusion, I want to let everyone know that is year’s conference will be my last year as 
the MEMS Commandant.  For the past 7 years I have had the honor and privilege to be in 
that position. SGM Tredy will be stepping up to that position for 2018.  I appreciate all the 
hard work and support from all the State Directors and their Staff in preserving the MEMS 
program and not giving into the good ole boy system.  I would like to thank my predecessors 
LTC Heart and Maj. Higby for being my mentors and advisors while in this position. Last, I 
would like to thank the Executive Director and Board of Directors for guiding me and sup-
porting me in this role. What a great journey to have in the State Guard Association of the 
United States.  For all those doing the MEMS program stay steady, keep focused on the task, 
support the SGAUS and remember to be Hooah all the time… 

MEMS Academy  From the Desk of the Commandant       
CSM  Tim White (IN) 

https://sgaus.org/event/sgaus-annual-conference/?utm_source=wysija&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PAO


MD 

The MDDF members are LTC Sierra Braiterman and SGT 
Andrea Ashley-Garrick.   
 
Over the course of a five month period a group of “At 
Risk” Maryland youth are truly put to the test.  They 
are challenged academically, physically and emotional-
ly in a residential program based at Edgewood Area 
Aberdeen Proving Ground.  This boot camp style expe-
rience is only for “volunteers” who have dropped out 
of high school and are between the ages of 16 and 18.    
To participate, volunteer students become cadets and 
they must be drug free and not currently on parole or 
probation for other than juvenile status offenses.  This 
tuition free transformative opportunity for Maryland 
youth managed by the Maryland National Guard is the 
Freestate ChallenNGe Academy.   
 
According to national statistics, over 1 million high 
school students drop out of high school each year and 
more than 33 million Americans between the ages of 
16 and 24 do not have a high school diploma.  High 
school drop-outs also have very high rates of unem-
ployment, incarceration and are often on public assis-
tance.  The Freestate ChalleNGe Academy is the Mary-
land National Guard’s answer to this persistent nation-
al problem.   
 
Before the start of each incoming Freestate ChalleNGe 
Academy class when cadets are placed into squads and 
platoons, the participants have to be medically 
screened, registered and processed.  This demanding 
endeavor is carried out by members of the Maryland 
Defense Force (MDDF).  At the beginning of Freestate 
ChalleNGe Academy class 49 on July 9, nearly 200 in-
coming participants were processed by the MDDF be-
fore they officially became cadets.  Maj. (MDDF) Fred-
erick Sanford, commander of Task Force Challenge 
commented, “It’s great to be a part of this program 

that gives young people with challenges a second 
chance at earning their high school education.  The 
learning modules of the program provide the cadets 
with a foundation from which they can all grow and 
develop their full potential.  This is very important 
work.”   
 
The Freestate ChalleNGe Academy’s motto is, “Dream. 
Believe. Achieve.”  The core program components in-
clude teaching the cadets life coping skills, the im-
portance of academic excellence, responsible citizen-
ship and job skills.  Cadets are also taught health and 
hygiene, physical fitness, leadership, followership and 
service to community.  Maryland National Guard mem-
bers serve as the teaching cadre for each cadet class.  
On average at the completion of the program, 75% of 
the cadets receive their GED or high school diploma, 
38% go on to continue their education, 54% join the 
workforce and 8% join the military.  Several cadets also 
receive scholarships and awards from various local 
organizations and educational institutions which pro-
vide them with access to educational opportunities 
and a sense of accomplishment.  More importantly, 
graduates of the program have been given the tools 
with which they can become successful adults and pro-
ductive members of society.   
 
Brig. Gen. (MDDF) Lorenza Cooper, the commanding 
general of the MDDF commented, “It’s wonderful to 
see how these young people evolve over the course of 
22 weeks and develop an excellent esprit de corps.  
With their new attitude and new found skills they are 
poised to go back to their communities and build 
better lives for themselves.  The MDDF has been an 
integral part of this program since it was launched 20 
years ago and we remain committed to its mission.” 
 
The Maryland Defense Force (MDDF) is the State’s 
uniformed volunteer militia unit providing professional 
and technical assistance to the Maryland Military De-
partment. Established in 1917, the MDDF consists of 
nearly 250 personnel who perform legal, engineering, 
finance, medical, chaplain, field support and ceremoni-
al services for the State of Maryland. For more infor-
mation: www.mddf.maryland.gov. 

MDDF Provides Critical Support for ChalleNGe Academy 
By: Maj. Stephen Rice  



Self Defense: 
The South Carolina State Guard Provost Marshal will offer Self De-
fense Tactics to SGAUS attendees and family members. Due to an in-
crease in crime and in the violent nature of crime in particular, the 
chances of being confronted by a violent offender has increased to 
an alarming level.  Defensive Tactics are based largely on traditional 
Martial Arts techniques, and are designed to allow a person to avoid 
or escape a violent encounter.  This course is designed and taught by 
CSM Lawrence Jordan, a 24-year veteran of active duty Special Forc-
es.  His extensive Martial Arts experience has also earned him a place 
in the World Martial Art’s Hall of Fame.   He is the author of a best-
selling book (The Dirty Dozen, Paladin Press).  Plan on attending the self defense orientation, 
Friday, 8:00 - 10:00 am, 22 September. 
 
 
SCUBA: 
The South Carolina State Guard Dive Team will be offering a short 
introductory in water SCUBA experience to State Guard members 
and their spouses.  This program is NOT a SCUBA certification 
course.  It is designed to provide interested guardsmen and spous-
es with a short class and pool dive the opportunity to see if they 
would like SCUBA diving.   After a short class on SCUBA gear and a 
safety briefing each SCUBA inexperienced diver will don SCUBA 
gear and will be accompanied by a SCUBA certified dive team 
member underwater.  Plan on attending the scuba orientation, Fri-
day, 8:00 - 10:00 am, 22 September. 

2017 SGAUS Annual Conference: Other Activities 



MD 

On March 23, 2017 the Maryland Defense Force’s 
(MDDF) Officer and non-commissioned officer (NCO) of 
the year were honored at the State House in Annapo-
lis.  Maj. (MDDF) Fred Sanford, the MDDF officer of the 
year and Sgt. (MDDF) Dustin Dixon, the MDDF NCO of 
the year were initially recognized at a reception hosted 
by Lawrence J. Hogan, governor of Maryland.  Also in 
attendance at the reception were Maj. Gen. Linda 
Singh, the adjutant general of Maryland and Command 
Sgt. Maj. Thomas B. Beyard, the senior enlisted leader 
of the Maryland National Guard.  At the reception, 
Governor Hogan congratulated each of the recipients 
on their distinguished achievement and special recog-
nition.   
 
Afterwards, the award recipients were recognized on 
the floor of the Maryland General Assembly’s House of 
Delegates and on the floor of the Maryland Senate 
along with their counterparts from the Maryland Army 
National Guard (MDARNG) and the Maryland Air Na-
tional Guard (MDANG).  Each of the honorees received 
their own “House Resolution” thanking them for their 
dedicated service and signed by Michael E. Busch, 
Speaker of the Maryland House of Delegates.  Each 
honoree also received a “Senate Resolution” signed by 
Thomas V. ‘Mike” Miller, President of the Maryland 
Senate.   
 
“The award, the ceremony and the reception exceeded 
my expectations.  It was very humbling to be recog-
nized in such a way,” added Maj. (MDDF) Sanford.  A 
career educator, Maj. (MDDF) Sanford currently serves 
as an adjunct professor of mathematics at Prince 
George’s Community College while also serving as the 
Job Placement Coordinator at North Point High School 

in Waldorf, MD.  As the operations officer in the MDD-
F’s Professional Service Corps unit, he provides pre-
deployment and post-deployment financial advisory 
services for Maryland National Guard unit members.  
“His commitment and professionalism has been excep-
tional which is why he is so deserving of this award,” 
commented Col. (MDDF) John Forberger, commander 
of the Professional Service Corps. 
 
“This is a wonderful honor.  I appreciate the recogni-
tion from the governor and the members of the Gen-
eral Assembly,” shared Sgt. (MDDF) Dixon.  Currently 
serving as the staff NCO for the MDDF Plans, Policy and 
Training unit, he has served in the MDDF since 2012.  
Previously he served with the MDDF’s Mike Company 
and with its predecessor, the Provost Marshal Office, 
both as the personnel NCO.  “Sgt. (MDDF) Dixon is the 
backbone of the unit and habitually goes above and 
beyond in service to the State of Maryland.  This award 
lets him know that his hard work has not gone unno-
ticed,” said Lt. Col. (MDDF) Linda Chatterton, the com-
mander of the MDDF Operations unit.   
 
Both Maj. (MDDF) Sanford and Sgt. (Dixon) were for-
mally selected for their honors by the Maryland State 
Guard Association.  Each recipient will now compete 
for nationwide honors from the State Guard Associa-
tion of the United States (SGAUS) amongst similar re-
cipients from other state defense forces.  “These men 
represent the best of the MDDF.  They are an im-
portant part of our great team,” added Brig. Gen. 
(MDDF) Lorenza Cooper, commanding general of the 
MDDF. 
 
The Maryland Defense Force (MDDF) is the State’s 
uniformed volunteer military unit providing profes-
sional and technical assistance to the Maryland Mili-
tary Department. Established in 1917, the MDDF con-
sists of nearly 250 personnel who perform legal, engi-
neering, finance, medical, chaplain, field support and 
ceremonial services for the State of Maryland. For 
more information: www.mddf.maryland.gov. 

MDDF Officer and NCO of the Year Honored by Governor 
By: Maj. Stephen Rice  
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Annual Training for the Mississippi State Guard 
(MSSG) took a new direction for 2017. The em-
phasis shifted from training to exercising collec-
tive skills developed all year long during monthly 
drills. The exercise was a simulated response to 
an earthquake in Mississippi. The operation was 
called “April Madness” and was held 25-30 April 
at Camp Shelby near Hattiesburg Mississippi. 
 
All the Brigades exercised their alert plans suc-
cessfully recalling their soldiers and conducted a 
soldier readiness processing (SRP) ensuring all 
were ready for deployment. A tactical operations 
center and joint operations center were activated 
by Headquarters MSSG providing control and mis-
sion support. Brigade soldiers conducted route 
reconnaissance, convoy operations, operated re-
lief supply centers, provided traffic control and 
shelter security. Other training included driver 
certification, security force training, combat life-
saver training, CPR/First Aid and responding to a 
HAZMAT situation. Additionally, six soldiers com-
pleted a yearlong Officer Candidate Course (OCS) 
receiving a commission as a Second Lieutenant. 
 
The culmination of the annual training period was 
a well-deserved break with an awards ceremony 
and an all-hands dining out. According to 3rd bri-
gade commander, COL (MS) Mark Eckman, 
“Soldiers were highly motivated and prepared for 
training.” BG (MS) Douglas Hayhurst reported 
“This has been a very successful Annual Training 
with relevant training preparing our soldiers to be 
able to respond to any mission they might be call 
on to accomplish.”  

 
Graduates of the 2017 Mississippi State Guard Officer 
Candidate School pose for a group photo Apr. 29, 2017, 
at Camp Shelby just prior to their commissioning cere-
mony. (Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Robert B. Carleton, Mis-
sissippi State Guard Public Affairs) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MSSG 3rd Brigade poses in a group photo Apr. 29, 
2017, during the MSSG dining out at Camp Shelby. 
(Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Robert B. Carleton, Mississippi 
State Guard Public Affairs) 
 

 
Command Staff Toast  Apr. 29, 2017, during the MSSG 
dining out at Camp Shelby.  

Mississippi State Guard Prepares for Disaster Response at Annual Training 



Summer is the time when many State De-
fense Forces (SDFs) connect their Annual 
Training and assess their training plans and 
training institution for the upcoming year. 
Most SDFs have very limited time to train, on 
average about one hundred hours a year. The 
challenge becomes how to produce high qual-
ified leaders and military specialists in such a 
limited amount of time. SGAUS Professional 
Military Education (PME) Academy building 
on the fundamental concepts of the United 
States Army’s training doctrine in Army Doc-
trine Resource Publication (ADRP) 7-0, Train-
ing Units and Developing Leaders and Home-
land Security Presidential Policy Directive 
(HSPD #5), Management of Domestic Inci-
dents. The goal of this program is assist SDFs 
by providing an online curriculum that focus 
on basic skills that in the past have been 
taught in the classroom thus freeing them to 
focus their limited resident training hours to 
hands-on training, drills and exercises that 
will focus on the necessary skills and team-
work need to support the military forces of 
their states. 
Currently, the SGAUS Professional Military 
Academy thanks to the effort of the Tennes-
see has a number of on-line courses that cov-
er most of the existing U.S. Army curriculums.  
Having been built on the framework of the US 
Army distance learning program. The Acade-
my is currently working in four areas.  
The development of governance & manuals 

for future course development and the 
recruiting of appointed state training 

officers, network support personnel and 
curriculum development personnel.  
These new documents will be briefed in 
detail at the SGAUS Annual Conference 
and Colonel Hardy will be reaching out to 
the Commanders and Training Officers of 
the various SDFs who are interested in 
participating in the process. 

At the request of some of the SDFs a non-
resident Command and General Staff 
Officer’s Course (CGSOC). Using the In-
structional Systems Design (ISD) process 
from U.S. Army’s Training and Doctrine 
Command (TRADOC) Pamphlet 350-70 
series both CGSOC and the Emergency 
Management Institutes Professional pro-
grams have been analyzed and an initial 
analysis will be ready for briefing at the 
Annual Conference. Once approval the 
program will seek to recruit various sub-
ject matter experts and curriculum devel-
opers to design the course and obtain ap-
proval of the SGAUS Senior leadership to 
continue on to the development phase of 
the curriculum.   

The Strategic Plan for the Professional Mili-
tary Academy will be available at the An-
nual Conference along with the Operating 
Plan for 2018. 

The Professional Military Education Academy Initiatives 
By Colonel Hardy, New York Guard 
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The Trail of Honor, one of the major family events in 
the South, has had a long relationship with the Missis-
sippi State Guard. This year, this relationship was ex-
panded with close to 100 members from all three Bri-
gades volunteering for the event in Jackson, Mississip-
pi. 
 
The trail itself is a half-mile gravel path through the 
woods behind the Jackson, Mississippi Harley-Davidson 
dealership. However, since 2003 there are three days 
every year when it becomes something else – a chron-
ological history of the conflicts the United States has 
been involved with both at home and overseas. With 
26 displays, each staffed with living historians, the Trail 
of Honor is a family oriented activity where our na-
tion’s history, and sacrifices, comes alive. 
Chuck Holifield, VIP and Media Coordinator for the 
event, outlines what a family can expect to see, “At 
every stop on the trail there are living-historians 
demonstrating the uniforms, weapons, equipment, 
food and lives of soldiers from the French and Indian 
War in 1754 to present day. Sets have been construct-
ed to bring as much realism to the event as possible. 
You will witness mock firefights from the American 
Civil War and Vietnam - Civil War cannons will be fired 
every 30 minutes during the weekend. You can visit 
the Vietnam Memorial Wall and enter a mockup of a 
cell at the infamous “Hanoi Hilton” prison. Inside the 
dealership we will have special guests – Medal of Hon-
or recipients, Tuskegee Airmen, Navajo Code Talkers 
and exPOWs, as well as representatives of many Veter-
ans organizations”. 
 
Antique and present day military vehicles are on dis-

play both on the Trail and the front lawn of the dealer-
ship. In addition to the vehicles on the ground, there 
are displays in the air. The Sky Soldiers, pilots and crew 
of the Army Aviation Heritage Foundation, will fly over-
head in historic UH-1H “Hueys” and Cobras – often 
releasing smoke so visitors can follow their flight paths. 
 
A visitor to the Trail of Honor will see the Mississippi 
State Guard throughout the event. From the parking 
lots where members direct traffic and help load shuttle 
buses, to crews delivering water and meals to the over 
400 volunteers – or the squads setting up the portable 
chapel and medical tents – State Guard members are 
there to help ensure the almost 30,000 visitors to the 
event have the best possible experience. 
 

Governor Phil Bryant, a long time supporter of the Trail 
of Honor, said. “The Trail of Honor is a tremendous 
event for families to enjoy together and see history 
come alive right before their eyes,” Governor Bryant 
said. “I am honored to help bring awareness to the 
great sacrifice our men and women have undergone 
while serving our great nation. I would like to thank 
the over 100 living historians who have made this one 
of the major events in our State and the Mississippi 
State Guard who this year provided over 100 volun-
teers to  provide support services for this event.” 
 

 
Colonel James Matthews, Brigade Commander for the 
1st brigade, commented on his three days at the 
event, “The 1st brigade is on the trail from early in the 
morning until hours after the trail closes each day. We 
have many missions for this event – from operations 
such as traffic control to ceremony at the Wall. Sup-
porting the volunteers at the exhibits, and the almost 
30,000 in attendances, is a rewarding experience for all 
of our members.” 
 
A highlight this year is the Honor Guard at the Vi-
etnam Traveling Memorial Wall - a 3/5-scale replica 
of the Wall 

Trail of Honor Hosts Almost 30, 000 Visitors in Mississippi 
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Sergeant First Class Jon Shaw shared his experience 
as an Honor Guard on the Wall, “What an awesome 
honor to stand guard over this monument to so 
many who gave all. There are literally no words to 
describe the feelings I had. From little kids wanting 
to know ‘Is that man real?’ to family members tak-
ing pictures, all the way to one Veteran who posted 
up 15 feet in front of me and saluted me and then 
stepped over and said ‘Thank you for your service’. 
The one that really got me was this one woman 
who watched as I came on duty. When I saluted the 
wall and turned and went to parade rest she started 
crying. She cried the entire time I was on post. I 
stood there motionless, expressionless, watching 
her cry. Two minutes before my relief came she 
came up next to me, still crying and said ‘Thank You’ 
and walked away. It makes me feel a healthy pride 
to know that my service has had the impact that it 
has had these past three days.” 

 

Standing Guard at the Wall is a highly sought after, 
and demanding, assignment, as one member post-
ed on the First Brigade page, “Headed to get some 

rack time. Guard duty from 1800-2230 then back up 
and report in at 0600 and back on The Wall again at 
0700. Such an honor to stand post at this memori-
al.” 

 

David McElroy, Director of the Trail of Honor, ech-
oed this in describing how Harley-Davidson of Jack-
son maintains the area where the Wall stands, “It 
is sacred ground. We keep that site up year round. 
The Wall is here for four days, but even though the 
Wall is gone, it is just like those names on the Wall, 
just like those people who never came back, that 
site is not forgotten”. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Trail of Honor Hosts Almost 30, 000 Visitors in Mississippi Cont. 
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Soldiers of the 88th Brigade and other New York Guard 
units march in Manhattan on 17 March 2017. 

 
MANHATTAN, NEW YORK – On 17 March 2017, 
led by their commander, Lieutenant Colonel Ray-
mond Lamboy, the 88th Brigade of the New York 
Guard stepped off in the 256th New York City St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. While the 88th BDE has 
marched in the parade many times in the past, 
this year was different, as the Brigade was desig-
nated an “Honor Unit” by the Parade Committee 
following their third-place finish in the “Specials” 
category of the 2016 St Patrick’s Day Parade. With 
the sun on their faces and a stiff breeze from the 
north lifting their colors, the 88th Brigade stepped 
out onto 5th Avenue to the cheers of thousands 
of St Patrick’s Day revelers. 
“Marching up 5th Avenue with my unit on St. Pat-
rick’s Day was such a thrill. I was humbled by the 
outpouring of gratitude from the crowd” said SPC 
Derida Deflorimonte. The sentiment was one that 
was shared by officers and enlisted soldiers alike, 
as evidenced by the comments of LTC Lamboy, “I 
was very proud to have led such fine troops up 
the avenue before crowds who truly appreciate 
their hard work and dedication. This has been a 
day that I will never forget.” 
As the 88th came to a halt before St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral, the Commander and his Brigade staff 
broke formation to pay their respects to Cardinal 

Dolan and the clergy. Having done so, the officers 
rejoined the Brigade which continued its march 
up the avenue behind the battle flag of their his-
torical forebears, the 88th Regiment, or the 2nd 
Regiment of the Irish Brigade. The raucous crowd 
seemed to recognize the old regimental standard 
as it passed them and thus increased their cheers 
of approval in both volume and number. The 
effect of the cheers upon the soldiers was palpa-
ble, as with their colors flying and heads held high 
they presented a scene of martial precision. 

LTC Raymond Lamboy leads New 
York Guard soldiers as they march in 
Manhattan on 17 March 2017.  

The pride that runs through the 
soldiers of the 88th Brigade 
while marching up 5th Avenue 
each St. Patrick’s Day may have 
been best encapsulated in the 
words of Color-Bearer Staff Ser-
geant Trevis Wimer. “With my ancestors of the 
Mullholland, Murphy and Bailey families all hav-
ing served in the Union Army during the Civil War, 
and my Mother and children having lived in Coun-
ty Clare, there is no greater honor than to carry 
the Battle Colors of the Irish Brigade’s 88th Regi-
ment on parade in New York City during St. Pat-
rick’s Day.” 

Having marched admi-
rably and with pride, 
the 88th BDE looks for-
ward to participating in 
the New York City St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade 
again next year. 

SSG Trevis Wimer bears the colors of the “Irish Bri-
gade” in Manhattan on 17 March 2017.  

 New York Guard 88th Brigade Marches in 256th NYC St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
by SPC Ed Shevlin, New York Guard  
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POUGHKEEPSIE, NY – New York Guard soldiers 
from the Mid-Hudson region mobilized for 
a recruiting and public affairs mission on 20 May 
2017, for the Hudson Valley Veterans Alliance’s 
Armed Forces Day celebration, held along the 
banks of the Hudson River, at Waryas Park in 
Poughkeepsie, NY. Led by the 244th Medical Clin-
ic, the team included CPT Christopher Dunbar, 
OCS Lauren Colasacco, WO1 Paul Green, CSM 
Mark Johnson, SSG Fred Ehren and SPC Charisse 
Texeira. Joining them from Headquarters were 
SPC Zach Perkins and SPC Michael Tatum, as well 
as 1LT Robert Ellis from the 56th Brigade. 

The weather began with cloudy skies and cool 
temperatures, but warmed up with the afternoon 
sun. Food and music drew crowds to the southern 
end of a city park. At the northern end of the 
park, where various military and veterans’ groups 
were located, New York Guard soldiers interacted 
with veterans, the general public, and recruiters 
from other military branches. SPC Tatum re-
marked that “Events like this enable military re-
cruiters to collaborate on the best way to  route 
potential recruits to the most suitable branch of 
service.” 

The New York Guard worked alongside New York 
Army National Guard recruiters, a United States 
Marines Color Guard, and Air Force ROTC cadets 
to provide a robust military presence for the pub-
lic event. Summarizing the day’s accomplish-
ments, SPC Perkins noted: “This event provided 
an excellent opportunity to increase our visibility 
not only with the local public, but with other mili-
tary branches and the greater veterans’ commu-
nity”. 

SPC Michael Tatum, New York Guard, of the Recruiting, 
Retention and Public Affairs Directorate, speaks with 
potential New York Guard recruits, on 20 May 2017 in 
Poughkeepsie, NY.  

New York Guard Assist Hudson Valley Veterans Alliance For Armed Forces Day 
By 1LT Robert Ellis, photos by SPC Zach Perkins, New York Guard  

United States Marine Corps Color Guard 
during opening ceremonies, on 20 May 
2017 in Poughkeepsie, NY.  
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QUEENS, NY – On 22 January 2017, the New York 
Guard 88th Brigade held a Consolidated Drill at 
JFK Airport. The drill centered on the Brigade’s 
annual Soldier Readiness Processing (SPR) which 
fundamentally supports the concept of the quick 
responding citizen soldier. 

The morning began with an address by the Bri-
gade Commander, Lieutenant Colonel Raymond 
Lamboy who detailed the objectives of the day for 
each solider. Following LTC Lamboy’s address, 
Chaplain (CPT) John Muniz, the Brigade Chaplain, 
gave an invocation, after which the business of 
the SRP drill began. 

The format of this drill was unique to SRP, with 
numerous stations located around Classroom One 
at the Joint Task Force Empire Shield facility at JFK 
Airport. The SRP began with Recruiting and Reten-
tion, where soldiers updated their mobilization 
forms, a critical task which helps to insure a time-
ly muster in the face of an emergency, followed 
by the next station where ID were checked to be 
updated if necessary. 

In addition to the “on the spot” advice, each sol-
dier was informed of the Free Legal Clinic which 
was conducted and provided by the New York 
Guard Judge Advocate General (JAG) Corp at Fort 
Hamilton and is available to NYG Soldiers on the 
first Saturday of each month. 

The health and safety of soldiers is a primary con-
cern of the New York Guard, and at the SRP drill 
the 88th Brigade’s Medical Corps, updated rec-
ords, conducted medical examinations and updat-
ed the Soldier’s medical records or information as 
needed. 

The 88th Brigade’s Consolidated SRP Drill was a 
resounding success. As the New York Guard pre-
pares to meet the challenges of the future, events 
such as this SRP Drill are critical to maintaining 
readiness to perform State missions. 

Soldiers of the 88th Brigade update medical records 
during the SRP Drill on 22 January 2017, in Queens, NY.  

88th Brigade Conducts Soldier Readiness Processing Drill 
by SPC Ed Shevlin, New York Guard  

LTC Raymond Lamboy addresses soldiers of the 
88th Brigade during the SRP Drill on 22 January 

2017, in Queens, NY.  
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SPEEPY HOLLOW, NY – On Sunday, 7 May 2017, 
the New York Guard was joined by the NYC De-
partment of Environmental Protection (DEP) Po-
lice Department and the Veteran Corps of Artil-
lery (VCA) for the 99th Annual Aqueduct Defense 
Memorial Service. The annual ceremony at Sleepy 
Hollow Cemetery memorializes the 40 New York 
Guard soldiers of the First and Second Provisional 
Regiment whose lives were lost between 1917 
and 1918 during their service to the State of New 
York in the First World War. 

The New York Guard presence at the memorial 
was spearheaded by the 56th Brigade, led by 
Colonel Ray Mechmann, Commander of the 56th, 
and included soldiers from the 88th Brigade, 12th 
RTI, 89th New York Guard Band, and New York 
Guard Headquarters. Together, the soldiers of the 
New York Guard provided a color guard alongside 
the NYC DEP Police, a band performance, firing 
party, and chaplains’ services. 

The ceremony began with the national anthem, 
followed by two wreaths laid by representatives 
of both the New York Guard and the Veterans 
Corps of Artillery. Speeches commemorating the 

fallen soldiers of the First Provisional Regiment 
were then given by Ken Wray, Mayor of Sleepy 
Hollow, Chief Peter Fusco, NYC DEP Police Chief, 
COL James Whalen, Acting Commandant of the 
VCA for the State of New York, COL David 
Warager, Acting Commander of the New York 
Guard, and COL Ray Mechmann, Commander of 
the 56th Brigade, with a prayer service lead by 
Chaplain (MAJ) Sean Gardner, New York Guard 
Chief of Chaplains. 

During Chief Fusco’s comments, the names of fall-
en were recited, each punctuated by the sound of 
a bell tolling. Honors were also rendered with a 
21-gun-salute and the playing of TAPS by a New 
York Guard bugler. 

COL Warager, speaking of the First Provisional 
Regiment, remarked that “They were citizens who 
cared for their country, its ideals and the freedom 
that they enjoyed due to the service of those that 
served before them. …While there were 1600 sol-
diers authorized, no more than 1300 soldiers at 
any one time were available for service, and their 
service required them guarding a 100-mile-long 
aqueduct. The National Guard, the 27th infantry 
division, had done that mission with 3700 sol-
diers. It was a daunting mission, but the Regiment 
was successful at this mission. However, it was 
not successful in fighting the 1918 Flu Pandemic 
which spread swiftly across the world, and killed 
an estimated 40 million people around the world. 
More American soldiers fell to the flu than died in 
combat during World War 1. Of the 40 members 
of the New York Guard First Provisional Regiment 
that we are celebrating and memorializing today, 
32 of them died from causes related to the flu.” 

99th Annual Memorial Ceremony Held for 1st Provisional Regiment of the New York Guard 

by SPC Zach Perkins, New York Guard. Photos by CPT Mark Getman and SPC Zach Perkins, New York Guard. 

Color Guards from the NYC DEP Police (left) and the 
New York Guard (right) at Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, 
on 7 May 2017.  
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Wreaths laid at the memorial at Sleepy Hollow Ceme-
tery, on 7 May 2017.  

This year, the memorial service holds additional 
significance, as it also commemorates the 100th 
Anniversary of the formation of the New York 
Guard. COL Warager went on to consider the par-
allels between the First Provisional Regiment and 
the present-day New York Guard, as it enters its 
second century of service. “Our vigilance and our 
mission continue today. The dangers of sabotage 
and terrorism faced by the members of the First 
Provisional Regiment are still with us today. Since 
9/11, there have been 35 incidents of terrorism in 
the United States, and another 31 that our law 
enforcement has been able to stop before they 
happened. We have witnessed an increase in oth-
er regions as well. Our primary role in the New 
York Guard as soldiers is to augment the National 
Guard and Air National Guard in their State mis-
sion.  

As the role of the National Guard has changed, 
especially since 9/11, the role of the New York 
Guard has also changed, and it has evolved, and 
we are more depended upon today than ever to 
support the National Guard in supporting their 
State mission. Most recently in the response to 

Operation Sandy in 2012, and the operation in 
response to the blizzards in Upstate New York in 
2014, and just this past fall in response to the 
Governor’s call for an increase in military protec-
tion after the recent incidents of terror that oc-
curred at that time. As members of today’s New 
York Guard and VCA, we continue the tradition of 
service of citizen soldiers that the First Provisional 
Regiment exemplified. 

Throughout the ceremony, several New York 
Guard officers were interviewed by Spectrum 
News Hudson Valley, including COL Warager, COL 
Mechmann, and Captain Mark Getman, Public 
Affairs Officer for New York Guard Headquarters. 
The soldiers told reporters of the significance of 
the New York Guard’s mission to defend the 
home front in World War 1, and how the sacrific-
es of the 40 New York Guard soldiers who lost 
their lives in the line of duty between 1917 and 
1918, would never be forgotten. 

COL David Warager, Acting Commander of the New 
York Guard, speaks with a Spectrum News reporter at 
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, on 7 May 2017.  

 

99th Annual Memorial Ceremony Held for 1st Provisional Regiment of the New 
York Guard 
by SPC Zach Perkins, New York Guard. Photos by CPT Mark Getman and SPC Zach Perkins, New York Guard. 
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ROCHESTER, NY – Thirty New York Guard members have been 
working alongside National Guard and Naval Militia members as 
part of the state’s response to Lake Ontario’s extra-high waters. 

The New York Guard members have conducted a variety of mis-
sions ranging from filling sandbags to going door-to-door to see if 
homeowners need help with flooded basements, said Ed Keyrouze, 
the New York Guard’s administrative officer. 

Warrant Officer Mark Folgert, the officer-in-charge of the New 
York Guard contingent said that the team has the “right people to 
hit the ground running.” 

Daily operations consist of crews going out to either fill sand bags 
or being sent to the flooding front to construct the sandbag wall, 
said Sgt. M.J. Phillips, who is tasked with 

tracking the employment of personnel. 

“The work is physically demanding, but we are 
all having fun and enjoy what we do.” Said Pvt. Aaron Patnode. 

At the peak of operations, which began on May 3, just over 300 New York Na-
tional Guard, Naval Militia, and New York Guard personnel have been involved 
in the flood response mission.This story was originally distributed on 
DVIDS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of the New York Guard Soldiers deployed on State Active Duty to the Lake Ontario Region.  

New York Guard Responds to Flooding In Lake Ontario Area 
by PFC Vincenzo Carciofolo, New York Guard. Photos provided by New York Guard Staff.  

New York Guard Soldiers load 
sandbags into a truck to be trans-
ported to flooded areas.  

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/237718/new-york-guard-responds-flooding-lake-ontario-area
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/237718/new-york-guard-responds-flooding-lake-ontario-area
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As the New York Guard pauses to thank Colonel 
Chester B. Edwards II for his years of service to 
our State and Nation, the question arises how do 
we judge the character or measure of a man? In 
the oft quoted, anonymous poem, “The Measure 
of a Man,” we find the following, “Not – What did 
he gain? But – What did he give?” 

COL Edward’s life has truly been one of giving 
back to the nation that he loves and has so proud-
ly served. His story begins like that of so many 
young men who are looking for something more 
in life, and turn to the military to help them find 
their way. At the age of 17, Edwards enlisted in 
the United States Navy where he trained to work 
on various classes of nuclear and conventional 
submarines. 

His second posting came about as a result of his 
volunteering for duty in Vietnam, where he 
served as a member of the Mobile Riverine Force. 
He was trained as a boat gunner, engineer, and 
coxswain, and upon completing Camp Pendleton 

Survival, Evasion, Resistance, and Escape (S.E.R.E.) 
school was assigned as the coxswain and of A-111
-1 Assault Support Patrol Boat for 12 months. 
While serving in a combat role he found the time 
and determination to obtain his GED.  COL Ed-
wards later completed his federal service aboard 
the USS Tatnuck, an ocean-going tug boat, and 
after his reserve duty was honorably discharged 
on the 18 April 1972. 

Chester Edwards during his US Navy service.  

As he returned to civilian life, he used the GI Bill 
to go to college and complete his Associates De-
gree at Elizabeth Seton College and his Bachelors 
at Marymount College. He initially chose the path 
of business and finance, but after almost three 
decades of steadily advancing his career in the 
corporate world, he still wanted something more.  
COL Edwards always believed in the uplifting pow-
er of education, and while working fulltime he 
received his Master’s in Education from Pace Uni-
versity, ultimately earning three teaching certifi-
cates.   

Colonel Edwards Retires, Reflects on 50 Years of Public Service 
by SPC Richard Mayfield & Photos by SPC Zach Perkins, New York Guard.  

Colonel Chester Edwards (Right) poses with Brigadier 
General Raymond Shields, Assistant Adjutant Gen-
eral and Commander of the New York Army National 
Guard, during the New York Guard Holiday Gala in 
December 2016  
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NY 

COL Edwards eventually rose to the position of 
Dean of Students at the Choir Academy of Harlem 
before he retired from the New York City School 
System in June of 2014. 

In 2002, Edwards’ wife Mary saw an article in the 
newspaper about the New York Guard’s work dur-
ing 9/11. Despite his job and other voluntary ac-
tivities with the American Red Cross, Port Chester
-Rye Ambulance Corps, Port Chester Fire Depart-
ment and Port Chester Council for the Arts, Ed-
wards saw another opportunity to serve, and as in 
so many other areas of his life he threw himself 
into the service of the New York Guard with gus-
to. 

Beginning his career as a Sergeant with the New 
York Guard in 2003, he served as a clerk in the 
Office of the Commander. Edwards then commis-
sioned as an officer, and went on to eventually 
become Assistant Chief of Staff G2 (Intelligence) 
and Commander, New York Guard Directorate for 
Inter Service Cooperation. His rise to these posi-
tions of importance and responsibility were due 
in part to this personal belief regarding the im-
portance of giving back and the positive influence 
of his fellow soldiers. COL Edwards is also very 
grateful for the example and leadership of Briga-
dier Generals Barry Hartman and Stephen Bu-
caria, and other past Commanders of the New 
York Guard who embodied the best of public and 
military service, and who gently directed him for-
ward during his service. 

He was also fortunate enough to be fully support-
ed by the woman he hitched hiked across the 
country to be with, his wife of 45 years, Mary. 
COL Edwards is very clear about the importance 
of family. His two daughters Christine Mary and 
Kimberly Dianne along with granddaughter JoAn-
na Maria are the joys of his life. The Colonel also 

acknowledges the many years of hard work by his 
wife who not only supported him during his many 
years of volunteer service, but actively assisted 
for the last 10 years by helping to organize and 
execute the New York Guard/New York Naval Mi-
litia Annual Holiday Gala. 

COL Edwards has enormous respect for all mem-
ber of the New York Guard who selflessly serve 
the people of New York, not for personal gain but 
to make a better state for themselves, their fami-
lies and all the citizens of the State of New York. 
He would like to remind soldiers to have patience 
and respect for the positive work of the New York 
Guard, saying, “It is a great organization, but is 
only as good as the members who serve. The 
members must train and practice to be ready to 
respond to activations when the need arises no 
matter how often or seldom that may be. They 
must also remember that satisfaction of a job well 
done is always worth the effort.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colonel Edwards during the 2015 New York Guard Holi-
day Gala, the event which Edwards and his wife coordi-
nated together for many years  

Colonel Edwards Retires, Reflects on 50 Years of Public Service Cont. 
by SPC Richard Mayfield & Photos by SPC Zach Perkins, New York Guard.  



OH 

(HAUBRICH ARMORY, COLUMBUS, OHIO) COL (OH) 
Richard J. Vasquez, the 4th Civil Support and Sustain-
ment Brigade’s Commanding Officer has activated a 
new S6 shop to provide communications and technolo-
gy support to Ohio Military Reserve. S6 is the tradition-
al Signal, the longstanding communications branch of 
the Brigade, including innerworkings between all oper-
ations. On a functional level, historically the radio, and 
now the digital and information technology side. 
Commanded by CPT Dean Lewis, who in civilian life is a 
technology expert and practitioner, the S6 Section also 
employs Officers, NCOs, and enlisted whose diverse 
backgrounds all include strong technology related skills 
in civilian employment. The unit is so impressive that 
any private sector company would seek to employ S6 
as their IT Department.  This all volunteer unit has pri-
or, maintained a secure server for Ohio Military Re-
serve’s usage, built out a sophisticated phone system, 
established secure internet protocol for Armories and 
Field Exercises, and maintains a sophisticated 
knowledge system that is similar to the United States 
Army’s knowledge system for Soldier training and rec-
ord keeping.  
This Signal is something much different than the signal 
flags developed and used by The Ohio Volunteer Infan-
try during the Civil War, when Signal began for military 
units. S6 includes all Information Technology, software 
development and operations. 
3rd Silo is Information Assurance – what Cyber is called 
these days. Data security is primary, and a whole new 
discipline in and of itself.  
Through various interactions with Ohio National Guard 
exercises, cyber has been attacked, and S6 has defend-
ed against the attack.  
COL Vasquez is very proud of S6, SFC Ethan List and 
CPT Lewis, turned vision to reality by combining com-
munication and Information Technology. CPT Lewis     
       

 and SFC List built the vision for the system and 
for 1 ½ years, made a request to move forward with 
their detailed plan. Upon taking command of OHMR, 
COL Vasquez embraced the concept and brought the 
idea for an enhanced S6 to Ohio’s Adjutant General. 
Upon examination and COL Vasquez’s enthusiasm, The 
Adjutant General agreed to move forward. The con-
cern about Cyber is shared throughout the military, 
and OHMR’s unique approach is already turning heads.  
Currently, an overflow of new duties is associated with 
new shop.  Vision of organization is to assure it works 
on the assurance side, but to have flexibility, 
knowledge, and structure, that we can be deployed as 
individuals or a team for cyber reasons. Huge focus, 
including establishing an OCE IA Officer (Information 
Assurance) running as an intern, and then go through 
OCS.   
IA is a practice, a true discipline that requires much 
training and management of the process.  In S6, infra-
structure, towers, but now Assurance will be devel-
oped across the board in the organization. Says CPT 
Lewis, “Now OHMR has a collection of experts that can 
be deployed in the big picture.  We have experts in 
medical, logistics, legal documentation, why not tech-
nology?”  
Who are the ideal candidates to properly staff the S6 
shop? 
“We are looking for technologists in every realm of the 
art. Seasoned people the ideal candidate are IT people 
with 10-15 years of private knowledge. Not necessarily 
one expertise, but how the whole works. Becoming 
more and more dedicated. If you love your country 
and technology, you would be an ideal candidate.” 
Explains CPT Lewis. 
The platform is run on a multi- platform environment. 
Developers, Operations, Security and Risk needs.  All 
elements of IT are incorporated into S6’s important 
functions.  
Concluded CPT Lewis, “All FTX will now have a S6 com-
ponent. Good exercise for deployment process, and 
exposes S6 to battalions, not just a brigade element, to 
support all Soldiers.” 
In the modern world of sophisticated attempts to in-

jure command and control, Ohio Military Reserve is 

providing answers and deploying new technologies to 

prevent such actions from inhibiting its mission.  

Ohio Military Reserve Activates Enhanced S6 Section 
By 1 LT (OH) James P. Trakas, Public Affairs Officer 



PR 

Members of the 1st Air 
Base Group of the Puerto 
Rico Air State Guard 
have been doing some 
great things at the Army 
Aviation Support Facility 
in San Juan. This Engi-
neering Team, comprised 
of 2LT(PR) Luis Lebron, 
SrA(PR) Giovanni Miran-

da, SrA(PR) Jesus Vazquez and A1C(PR) Pedro 
Marquez, volunteered their time during An-
nual Training to fix several structural, electri-
cal and plumbing deficiencies at the facility, 
saving the government over $15,000 in repair 
costs. Great job, State Guard! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A group of 1st Air Base Group of the Puerto 
Rico Air State Guard were recognized for their 
completion of the First Phase of the Search & 
Rescue Course. The course was provided by 
the PREMA SAR Academy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to our fellows soldiers of the 
300th Engineer Support Battalion of the Puerto 
Rico State Guard for the completion of the Basic 
Military Emergency Management Special Curricu-
lum. Keep your great job and your commitment 
and motivation.  
 

 

 

 

 

1st Air Base Group, Puerto Rico Air State Guard, 

was present at the Puerto Rico National Guard 

Governor's Day Parade at Camp Santiago Joint 

Training Center at Salinas, PR. A rich military tra-

dition where the Governor of Puerto Rico inspect 

and review his troops. SECOND TO 

NONE...ALWAYS READY! 

Training 



SC 

The family and friends of South Carolina’s longest serv-
ing commissioner of agriculture said goodbye Friday in 
Pinewood with an escort by the South Carolina State 
Guard caisson detachment. 
D. Leslie “Les” Tindal Jr., who served in as the state 
commissioner of agriculture from 1982-2002, died 
Tuesday, June 27, 2017. 
Tindal’s family walked behind his casket from his home 

to Calvary Baptist Church in Pinewood, led in the pro-
cessional by the caisson detachment under the com-
mand of Maj. Gen. Tom Mullikin. 
“Les was a friend to everyone, certainly to my family 
and me,” Mullikin said in a released statement. 
“Perhaps, more importantly, was his friendship to the 
South Carolina farmer and those varying industries 
which supported – and continue to support – our 
state’s agricultural heritage and the strong agribusi-
ness economy which thrived under his 20-year tenure 
and beyond.” 
Former Gov. David Beasley said that what mattered 
most to Tindal was “what help he was giving to his 
fellow farmers.” 
“(I learned this) by working with him during my service 

as governor, especially as we worked to get disaster 
aid when our state was stricken by a drought in 1998,” 
said Beasley. “From his days as a Clemson University 
trustee to his long service as our commissioner of agri-
culture, Les Tindal served South Carolina with distinc-
tion and honor.’ 
Clemson University Board of Trustees Chairman Smyth 
McKissick said that the school lost a great leader in 
Tindal. 
“His contributions to the growth and progress of the 
state’s agribusiness industry are widely known and 
respected, especially his leadership in bringing soy-
beans to prominence as a crop for South Carolina and 
export commodity for the United States,” McKissick 
said. “He will be sorely missed by all.” 
Tindal was a Clemson trustee from 1973 to 1982, when 
he resigned to become commissioner of agriculture for 
the state of South Carolina. Tindal ultimately ran five 
times for the post, twice as a Democrat and three 
times as a Republican. He was only opposed twice. 
Tindal farmed on 3,000 acres in Clarendon and Sumter 
counties, growing cotton, corn, soybeans and wheat. 
He also raised about 1,400 hogs and 1,000 cows. 
“He was a man of principal, strength and impact,” said 
former Lt. Gov. Yancey McGill. “He modernized the 
Department of Agriculture. He was hands-on for South 
Carolina farmers. Les understood agriculture and 
worked closely with the Clemson and other agencies. 
He was a man who made a difference for his family, 
friends and state.” 
Tindal and his late wife, May Davis Tindal, had four 
children, eight grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren. 

Les Tindal laid to rest 
By: Robert Joseph Baker  & Photos provided by Charlie Mullikin 



TN 

CSM Argo, Tennessee National Guard, provides guid-

ance to SGT Richard Acton in 16 June 2017 TNMAN 

exercise.  Photo by PFC (TNSG) Colt Helton. 

 

The Tennessee State Guard (TNSG) participated in 
the annual Tennessee Maneuvers (TNMAN) Cyber 
Security Exercise in support of the Tennessee Na-
tional Guard.  TNMAN was conducted during the 
week of 12 June 2017 throughout Tennessee, and 
TNSG’s support focused on the Communications 
Exercise component.   
 

According to MSgt Robin Brown, Tennessee Na-
tional Guard Public Affairs officer, the TNMAN 
exercise is conducted in conjunction with the Ten-
nessee Emergency Management Agency (TEMA) 
and other state agencies, and takes place in June 
and July of this year.  Details of the TNMAN exer-
cise can be found at the TNNG DVIDS site at 
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/3486425/tn-
national-guard-joins-statewide-cyber-security-
exercise 

 

TNSGs part of the exercise focused on supporting 
TN National Guard communications.  TNSG per-
sonnel served as embedded communicators at 
armories that were staffed for TNMAN, and 
passed traffic as directed by TNNG.  All units par-
ticipating in the COMMEX passed communica-
tions traffic over WINLINK and HF voice/digital 

circuits in support of maintaining statewide com-
munications.   
 

TNSG soldiers from 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Regiments 
and 2nd Battalion Support Team participated in 
the statewide TNMAN exercise, making this an 
excellent exercise for the entire Tennessee State 
Guard. 
 

Tennessee State Guard Supports RAM 

The Tennessee State Guard supported the recent Re-

mote Area Medical (RAM) mission, providing medical 

support to southeastern Tennessee for medical ser-

vices.  The 4th Battalion was tasked with provid-

ing security, parking, traffic control and communica-

tions for the event, and over 800 Tennesseans were 

able to receive health care over the period of the mis-

sion. 

 

RAM missions, as they are called, are a critical part of 

rural health care.  The primary benefit is providing 

basic health needs to those who would not normally 

have access to it.  This was not the first time for the 

4th helping with RAM missions, but it was a first for 

the mission to be held in Athens, Tennessee. 

 

At least 800 tickets were distributed for slots for Ten-

nesseans to receive medical care.  The July RAM was 

the largest in recent memory, and turned out to be 

one of the largest field operations for TNSG’s 4th Regi-

ment of the 2017 calendar year.  

Tennesseans lining up to receive medical care in Athens, Ten-

nessee.  Photo from 4th Regiment (TNSG) Facebook. 

TENNESSEE STATE GUARD SUPPORTS TENNESSEE NATIONAL GUARD IN STATEWIDE CYBER 
SECURITY EXERCISE 
By 1LT STEVEN ESTES  

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/3486425/tn-national-guard-joins-statewide-cyber-security-exercise
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/3486425/tn-national-guard-joins-statewide-cyber-security-exercise
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/3486425/tn-national-guard-joins-statewide-cyber-security-exercise


TX 

4th Regiment Texas State Guard is training this weekend. 
Land navigation, orienteering and Ground Search & 
Recovery. Training to respond whenever Texans need 
our help. 

 
 
 
 
 
The Texas State Guard, Texas State Guard Medical Brigade and 8th Regiment Texas State 

Guard partnered with the Texas Air National Guard, Oklahoma Air National Guard, 
Louisiana Air National Guard and the Atascocita Volunteer Fire Department during 
the hurricane evacuation exercise at Jack Brooks Regional Airport, Nederland, Texas, 
June 5-7, 2017. The teams trained on medical triage, litter bearing, and the loading 
and unloading of patients from air transport and mass casualty vehicles. 

Land Navigation & Hurricane Evacuation Exercise  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Texas-State-Guard/109231985762154?fref=mentions


VA 

LYNCHBURG, VA - Battalions of the Virginia 
Defense Force came from across the state to 
train in Lynchburg Saturday. It's all to make 
sure the soldiers are prepared at a moment's 
notice to respond with communication equip-
ment during an emergency. 
 
The VDF is a group of volunteers who supple-
ment the Virginia National Guard during an 
emergency, and now they're testing out a 
piece of equipment at the armory in Lynch-
burg that could help them do just that by re-
laying both voice and data throughout the 
state via radio signals. 
 
Soldiers say, in the event of an emergency, 
the radio equipment is the last means of 
communication. 
 
"If the internet goes down, the telephone sys-
tem goes down, it doesn't make any differ-
ence. we bounce signals off the ionosphere 
and can talk anywhere we want to," said 
Communications Battalion Commander 
Randy Lilly.  
 
Anywhere, including the eye of the storm. 
 
"During Hurricane Isabel, the trailer behind 
me here was deployed... and provided com-
munications support where there was no 
communication for the national guard and 
some of the state assets," said 4th Regiment 
Commander Philip Smith. 
 
 The comm-trailers run off generators, and 
Lilly says in addition to voice, they can even 

transmit documents over the airwaves. It's 
technology that local sheriff's departments 
rarely have.  
 
"It's really beyond the scope of what they 
budget for, so the state of Virginia defense 
force... help with emergency communications 
organizations that can deploy at a moment's 
notice," said Lilly. 
 
Lilley says, regular training on the equipment 
is important, because it's always getting 
better. 
 
"Eventually we'll get the data speed up to 
where it will be comparable to at-home inter-
net speeds," said Lilly. 
 
The Defense Force also says this communica-
tion equipment is especially important to 
Southwest Virginia because of the many rural 
areas with bad cell phone service that may 
need immediate communication during an 
emergency 

Statewide communication drill for Virginia Defense Force in Lynchburg 

http://www.wsls.com/news/virginia/lynchburg/statewide-communication-drill-for-virginia-defense-force-in-lynchburg


WA 

Major General Bret Dougherty, Colonel Brad Kippert, 
Second Lieutenants Isabelle Molamphy and Kristin Ra-
mos 
 

[Camp Murray, Washington] The Washington 
State Guard reached a historic milestone on 6 
May with the induction of two female officers 
from the WOC/OCS class of 2017. Previously the 
Washington State Guard had one female officer, 
Captain (CH) Reed, and several female enlisted 
members. Second Lieutenants Isabelle Molamphy 
and Kristin Ramos are the first female officers to 
be commissioned in the Washington State Guard 
from OCS in its 162-year history. Following the 
lead of Federal Armed Forces, the commissioning 
of female officers reinforces the Washington 
State Guard’s commitment to full gender integra-
tion and accomplishing the Washington State Mil-
itary Department’s core missions. 
 
"I could not be more proud of each of our OCS 
graduates," said Washington State Guard Com-
mander Colonel Brad Klippert. "The hours of 
study, hard work and sacrifice they endured while 
still maintaining civilian jobs and families--and all 
done without pay or expectation of financial reim-
bursement or gain--is simply amazing in today's 
world where you hear so many say, "What's in it 
for me?"  Thank you to the four men and two his-
tory-making women of WSG OCS graduating class 
of 2017, and to the staff and cadre that enabled 
them to make it happen.  Thank you to the fami-
lies and loved ones who endured and supported 

their commitment.  You are an inspiration to us 
all." 
 
During the rigorous 22 month OCS course the 
officer candidates studied topics including military 
history, leadership and ethics, military intelli-
gence, field training, tactics and operations. The 
training helped prepare the new officers for lead-
ership positions in Washington State Guard mis-
sion areas including Cyber, Infantry, Medical and 
Public Information. 
 
"It is a privilege to have been chosen as a candi-
date and I am elated to have finished the course," 
said 2nd Lieutenant Isabelle Molamphy. "Our suc-
cess in this course would not have happened 
without hard work, perseverance and the support 
we gave each other and the dedication displayed 
by the cadre;  COL (Ret.) Asay, CW5 (Ret.) Marcin, 
OCS Commandant MAJ Copp and guest instruc-
tors." 
 
"I'm honored to be one of the first two women to 
be commissioned as an officer in the Washington 
State Guard. My goal is to exceed expectations 
and continue to be part of an organization that 
supports the state in response to Governor-
declared incidents and disasters," said 2nd Lieu-
tenant Kristin Ramos. 
 
 
The 2017 Washington State Guard graduating 
officers are: 2nd LT Carl Chatfield  
2nd LT Aaron Logan  
2nd LT Isabelle Molampy  
2nd LT Ray Orien  
2nd LT Kristin Ramos  
2nd LT Donnavan Smith  

WSG Commissions New Female Officer 
By PFC John Sauer 



WA 

 

Washington State Guard Soldiers: 1LT Russ McRee and SGT 
Andrew Baze with 156 IO BN CDR LTC Charles Randolph. LTC 
Randolph, 1LT McRee and SGT Baze work for Microsoft. The 
team brings the Industry partner expertise to Cyber Shield. 

 
[Camp Murray, Washington] Recently two soldiers 
from the Washington State Guard’s Cyber Unit joined 
more than 800 other cyber experts at Camp Williams, 
Utah, for the National Guard’s premier cyber defense 
training event: Exercise Cyber Shield 17.. 
 

Cyber Shield is designed to assess participants’ ability 
to respond to cyber incidents. The yearly exercise in-
cludes members of the National Guard from 44 states, 
the Army Reserve, state and federal government agen-
cies, nongovernmental organizations, and private in-
dustry.  
 
"Cyber Shield is an opportunity for our Guardsmen to 
work with professionals from other states," said Col. 
Curt Simonson, commander, 56th Theater Information 
Operations Group. "These cyber experts are the tip of 
the spear in the new front of cyber warfare." 
 

By working closely with interagency partners and the 
private sector, the National Guard seeks to strengthen 
network cybersecurity and the capability to support 
local responses to cyber incidents. Cyber Shield 17 is 
part of the National Guard’s ongoing effort to improve 
their ability to respond to real-world cyber incidents. 
This is the sixth iteration of this training exercise. 
 

Washington participants included members from Joint 
Force Headquarters, the 56th Theater Information 
Operations Group and the Washington State Guard. 
 
“Cyber Shield 2017 has been an amazing opportunity 
for our Washington guardsmen,” said Lt. Col. Charles 

Randolph, commander, 156th Information Operations 
Battalion. “This year’s exercise had particular focus 
around issues such as Supervisory Control and Data 
Acquisition (SCADA) systems. Our cyber soldiers were 
able to gain exposure to and mitigate risks involving 
these issues, which could have severe effects to any 
state and the country.” 
 

In cooperation with the U.S. Army Reserve, Cyber 
Shield is designed to conduct Defensive Cyber Opera-
tions (DCO), training, and assessment for Defensive 
Cyber Operations Elements (DCO-Es), Cybersecurity 
detachments or cells, and Cyber Protection Teams 
(CPTs). 
 

Divided into two phases, the first week offers partici-
pants the opportunity to hone their skills through aca-
demic instruction covering everything from the legal 
aspects of cyber operations to the nature of cyber 
threats to hands-on technical training. Equally im-
portant, the soldiers and airmen are learning their 
roles as part of the larger cyberspace defense commu-
nity. 
 

During the second phase of Cyber Shield, exercise par-
ticipants from cyber protection teams face off against 
trained antagonists, who simulate online adversaries. 
The teams try to defend their networks and mitigate 
the effects of attacks in a free-wheeling clash of cyber-
space acumen. 
 
The National Guard’s dual state-federal character 
makes it uniquely positioned to help civilian agencies 
and critical nongovernmental entities, such as public 
utilities, if an incident occurs. Because of their status as 
a state military force when not under federal mobiliza-
tion orders, Guard units are available to respond to 
state-level emergencies at their governor’s discretion. 
The Washington State Guard fills a similar role with 
their status as a state military force. 
 

“I’m extremely proud of the efforts from a combined 
force of both army and state guard personnel,” said 
Randolph. “Their skillsets, teamwork and professional-
ism were second to none.” 

Washington State Guard Soldiers are Tip of the Spear in Cyber Warfare 
By PFC John Sauer 
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